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Workers hammer away at the new school administration build- building is scheduled for completion in November, according to
ing under construction at Third and Grant streets in Colby. The school officials.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Foundation creates youth endowed fund

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

There's an organization dedi-
cated to the betterment of Thomas
County that seemsto never sleep.

With asharp focus on their mis-
sion, they continuetoassist, advise,
funnel and direct fundsinto areas
they feel could add greatly to the
quality of life enjoyed in this
county.

With that said, the Thomas
County Community Foundation,
Inc. announced today that it hases-
tablished a permanently endowed
field of interest fundfor youth. The
City of Colby “Special Law En-
forcement Fund” made the initial
gift to start this fund. Now, said
Becky Donelan, executivedirector,
an anonymous contribution has
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80s and 90s

Tonight...Partly cloudy witha
chanceof thunderstorms. Lows
intheupper 50s. Eastwind 10to
20mphdecreasinglateto5mph.
Chance of rain 40 percent.
Saturday...Mostly cloudy witha
slight chance of showers
early...then partly sunny. Highs
in the mid 80s. Light northeast
wind becoming southeast | ate.
Chanceof rain lessthan 20 per-
cent. Saturday night...Partly
cloudy. Lowsin the upper 50s.
Sunday...Partly sunny. Highsin
the mid 90s. Sunday
night...Mostly clear. Lowsinthe
mid 60s. Monday...Partly
cloudy. A slight chanceof show-
ers and thunderstorms during
thenight. Highsintheupper 90s.

By thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 98

L ow thismorning, 60

Year ago today, 87 and 64

Records for the date, 110 in
1954, 46in 1905

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.08

Year’s precipitation to date,
10.95

2002’s precipitation to date,
4.18

Water Usage/Colby

July 10 = 3.419 million gal-
lons

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other figures from the North-
west Research-Extension Cen-
ter, Colby.

been added in memory of Mr. Pete
Henry’s commitment to the youth
of our area.

Called the “Youth Endowed
Fund” it now totals$3,000. And as
a bonus, this endowed fund will
qualify for thematching fundscur-
rently offered by Kansas Health
Foundation. Any further giftsre-
ceived in 2003 to this youth fund
will also qualify for matching
money from the Kansas Health
Foundation.

The* Youth Endowed Fund” will
pool funds from many donors
throughout the community,
Donelansaid. “ Giftsof any sizeare
welcome. A contribution to this
fundwouldbeanideal way tohonor
someonewho hasbeendedicatedto
ayouth organization or hasbeenan

advocatefor youth,” shesaid.

“It would be aninspiring way to
honor a teacher or mentor,”
Donelan said.

Sheexplainedthat whenanhonor
or memory gift is received, acard
is sent letting the individual know
they havebeenhonoredinthisway.
The gift will be recorded in a spe-
cial book as a permanent list of
thosehonored. “ Anyoneinterested
inpromoting projectsand programs
for youthisurgedto consider agift
tothisfund,” Donelan said.

Asanendowed fund, theinterest
itgenerateswill beused by the Tho-
mas County Community Founda-
tiontomakegrantsinthecounty for
youth-related projects and pro-
grams. Theprincipal islefttogrow
andwill continueto generateinter-

est perpetually.

TheThomasCounty Community
Foundation “thanks the City of
Colby ‘ Special Law Enforcement
Fund' forinitially startingthisfund
andthedonor who gaveinmemory
of Pete Henry,” Donelan said.

“We invite anyone interested in
our youth to make additional con-
tributions to build it into a vital
funding source within the commu-
nity.”

Contributions may be sent to:
ThomasCounty Community Foun-
dation, P. O. Box 174, Colby, Kan.
67701. Simply notethat you wish
your contributiontobeaddedtothe
“Youth Endowed Fund.”

Anyone desiring more informa-
tion can contact Donelan at 460-
9152.

Speech flap fingers point to CIA

ENTEBBE, Uganda (AP) —
President Bush saidtoday that intel -
ligenceservicescleared hisState of
the Union speech, which included
anow-discredited allegation that
Iraq was seeking to buy nuclear
material fromAfrica

Bush'’s national security adviser
specifically pointedtothe CIA and
saidit had vetted thespeech. If CIA
Director George Tenet had any mis-
givings about that sentencein the
president’s speech, “he did not
make them known” to Bush or his
staff, said national security adviser
CondoleezzaRice.

Theissue arose aday after other
senior U.S. official ssaid that before
and after Bush’'s Jan. 28 speech,
Americanintelligenceofficia sex-
pressed doubtsabout aBritishintel-
ligence report that the president
cited to back up hisallegations.

Those doubts were relayed to
British officials before they made
them public, and that word was
passedtopeopleat several agencies

of theU.S. government beforeBush
gave that nationally broadcast
speech. TheWhiteHousethisweek
admitted the charge about Iraq
seeking uranium should not have
appeared in his speech.

Bush, asked how erroneous ma-
terial had ended up in the address,
“1 gave a speech to the nation that
wascleared by theintelligence ser-
vices.” Hedid not explain how the
allegationswound upin hisspeech

He said he made the right deci-
sion about invading Iraq and as-
serted that the world is a more
peaceful placefor it.

Rice said “the CIA cleared the
speechinitsentirety.”

The agency raised only one ob-
jectiontothesentenceinvolvingan
allegation that Irag was trying to
obtain“yellow cake” uranium, she
said. Yellow cakeisasdlightly pro-
cessed form of uranium ore the
color and consistency of yellow
cornmeal.

“ Some specifics about amount

and place were taken out,” Rice
added.

“With the changes in that sen-
tence, thespeechwascleared,” she
said. “ The agency did not say they
wanted that sentence out.”

Rice made the defense of the
White House in arare 50-minute
meeting with reporters aboard the
president’splaneasBushflew from
SouthAfricato Uganda. Questions
about the allegations in Bush’s
January speech havefollowed him
onhisfive-day tripthroughAfrica.

Theadministrationisfacingris-
ing criticism on another front in
postwar Irag: increasing attacks
against American soldiers.

TheSenateon Thursday, ina97-
0 vote, called on Bush to work
harder toget other countriestoshare
the military burden in Irag. Bush
said Thursday that U.S. forces
wouldhaveto“ remaintough” inthe
face of attacks that retired Gen.
Tommy Frankssaidwerecoming at
therate of 10to 25 aday.

Plans for fair
falling In place

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

TheThomasCounty Fair Board's
plans are moving towardsfruition.

The board heard committee re-
portsat itsmeeting Thursday night
at the 4-H Building on the fair-
grounds.

Jim Malcolm gave an update on
the buildings and grounds.
Malcolm said asign dedicating the
rodeo arenato E.L . Garrett, along-
time fair board member, will no
longer be on top of the observation
booth. Instead, itwill befree-stand-
ingontwo postsat thesamelevel it
wasbefore.

“We' reredoing the sign because
it got weathered,” he said.

Mal colmadded much of thework
he has to complete is getting done
and hecrossed onemorejob off his
listthismorning. Holesinthearena
roof havebeenfixedaswell asother
repairsand sprucing up.

“We're getting alot of support
from the community,” Malcolm
said. “ Thingsare coming together.
I’'mlooking for agreat fair.”

Racing was also on the agenda.

Marty Crampton and Nancy
Rundel reported on the fair races
and demolition derby. Crampton
talked about rain insurancefor the
races. He said the races have been
rained out twice in five years, in-
cluding last year.

If rain happens this year,

Crampton said the Friday racewill
not have a rain date but Saturday
raceswill be made up on Sunday.

Rundel said driver insurancehas
been lined out with achangein the
liability forms. Shealsosaid|etters
havebeenmailed out tothe46 driv-
ersfromlast year andtootherstol et
them know about thisyear’sevent.

The board also approved pur-
chasing black lights to check for
stamps for readmission to grand-
stand events.

Rundel said people will have
their hands stamped as they enter
thegrandstand andiif they leavefor
any reason, they’ Il be checked for
their stamp asthey re-enter.

“You can't see them without &
black light,” she said, adding that
it'sjust to make sure people have
paidtogetin.

Also, during the races, people
won't beableto stakeout their seat-
ingwith ablanket beforetheevent.
Rundel said seating will be on &
first-come, first-served basis.

Mark Anderson, advertising
chair, said most of the advertising
has been taken care of . “We' ve got
thoseall covered,” he said.

Audrey Hines, board secretary
andtreasurer, said she’ shappy with
the way planning is progressing.
Shesaidthingsare” movingaong”
after hearing the reportslast night.
“1 thought it went very good,” Hines
said.

A fair parade? Yes!

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Despiterumors, therewill still be
afair paradethisyear.

The Thomas County Fair Board
heard areport ontheeventanddis-
cussed the route at their meeting
Thursday night.

Possible routes were bandied
around during the discussion in-
cluding Franklin, Fifth, Fourthand
goingthrough downtown, but noth-
ing has been decided yet.

Board member Nancy Rundel
saidtoday theparadeisonanditwill

line up at Fike Park like it always
does. “Thereisaparade,” shesaid.
“They’restill fine-tuning theroute
because of construction.”

Parade chair Justin Alexander
suggested sending the paradedown
Fourthbut Marty Crampton said the
highway can’t be shut down.

Thetraditional paraderouteruns
fromthenorthend of FikePark anc
travels down Franklin, then ontc
Webster and then to the fair
grounds. However, becauseof con-
struction, Franklin can’t be used tc
cross Fourth.

County
meeting
to focus
on budget

The Thomas County Commis-
sioners face a busy agenda for
their Monday meeting in the
courthouse.

A lot of the business hasto do
with the budget.

Scheduled are:

*9am. - SueTaylor, Historical
Society budget.

* 9:30 - Karen Befort, Oneok/
natural gas contract.

10 - Larry Jumper and Miller
& Associates, new landfill permit.

«10:30- Jeff Younger, Midwest
United Energy/natural gas con-
tract.

11 - Lynette Koon, Soil Con-
servation budget.

¢ 1 p.m. - Brian Staats and
Cynthia Bieberle of Adams,
Brown, BeranandBall, 2004 bud-
get.

Themeetingisopentothepub-
lic.

B e Y

Ribbon-cutting announced

The Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Commerce said

today that a ribbon-cutting will be held next Thursday for
LINK (Living Independently in Northwest Kansas) at their
officesat 505 N. Franklin. The ceremony will take place at

1:30 p.m.

Levant reunion plans told
The Levant reunion will be held on Sunday, Aug. 3 from

will beheld all day Saturday, July 19 beginningat 11am.in
theDillon’sparking lot.

Coffee House Night scheduled

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring a

School district has new prefix

Colby Public School shaschanged all tel ephone numbers
from the “465" prefix to “460" prefix, said Kirk Nielsen,

1.

smokefree Coffee House Night at City Limits Convention

Center from 8to 11 p.m. on July 26. Team membersinvite
area poets, musicians and comics to perform at the open
microphone. Theeventisopentothepublic. For moreinfor-
mation, contactj cateam@hotmail.comor (785) 462-7188.

10am.to5p.m. at the Quality Innin Colby. Dinner will be
servedintherestaurant at noon. Contact ElvaL ivingstonfor

reservationsby July 16 so shecan givetherestaurant ahead
count. For information, call (785) 462-6012.

Car wash to benefit local group
The Community Awareness Teamisholding acar washto
benefit Big BrothersBig Sistersof ThomasCounty. Theevent

Bluegrass potluck scheduled

A community potluck supper to kick off the “Pickin’ on
thePlains’ bluegrassfestival will beheld on Thursday, July
17 at 7 p.m. on the cement slab at the Thomas County Fair-
grounds. Bring acovered dish andthen stay for theopenjam
session. Everyoneiswelcome.

superintendent. Thechangewentinto effect on Tuesday, July

MOSQUI'[O spraying underway

City of Colby crews are spraying for mosquitoes for the
remainder of the summer. For those wanting to be notified
before crews enter their area, call Jo Strage, executive sec-

retary to the city manager, 462-4410.

Childbirth classes offered

Colby Childbirth Educationwill host aseriesof childbirth
education classesin July. Classes will be held at the Colby
Community CollegeHealth SciencesbuildingonThursdays
(July 17, duly 24, and July 31) from 7 to 10 p.m. To pre-reg-

ister, call (785) 462-4850.
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