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‘Can you hear me now?’

Road department,
emergency people
need new repeaters

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

It'sgoingtocost thecounty afew
dollarsbut everybody pretty much
agrees that both the Thomas
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vices and the county road depart-
ment need new radio repeaters.

The Thomas County Commis-
sionersdiscussed thematter at their
meeting on Monday.

Both repeatersare morethan 20
yearsoldandaren’t functioning as
they should.

Clair Schrock, road department
supervisor, said their 100-watt re-
peater isworking at 40 percentand
only putting out about 40 watts,
makingit difficultfor employeesto
stay in touch.

Commissioner Ron Evans told
thetwogroupstoget bidsandcome
back withthosebids. Heagreedthe
two repeatersarelosing their abil-
ity to be effective.

Martin Rinehart, of the Thomas
County EMS, did have abid with
him for their repeater for $13,609
andincludestherepeater, antenna,
labor and battery backup.

“Qursis down to 60 percent,”
Rinehart said. “We can’t hardly
talk to Rexford and Brewster, our
outlying EMSareas.”

The repeater is the entire com-
munication system for the county
EMS.

“1t’sour communi cation between
us and the hospital and us and our
mobile unit,” hesaid.

The new EMS repeater will be
put onthecity’ stower west of town
and they will have to pay the city
$100 amonth for it.

In other business, the commis-
sionersdiscussed thepossibility of
purchasingafrontendloader for the
county landfill.

Landfill supervisor Larry Jumper
approached the commissioners
about it.

Evans said the landfill needs a
backup|oader becausewhen some-
thing happens to the one already
there, Jumper must borrow another
loader from the city.

“It’s kind of complicated for
him,” Evanssaid.

Jumperisalsoexploringtheidea
of getting a trash truck like the
city’s. He said it would help save
dirt for cover and work at theland-
fill.

By having dumpsters where
peoplecoulddumptheirtrashonthe
weekend, itwouldeliminatehaving
tocover over thepitwithdirtevery
time people dump trash.

Only one trip would have to be
made from the dumpstersto the pit
and that would savedirt.

Evans said no decision has yet
been madeon buying theequipment
for the landfill.

Slithering fan?
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While Colby baseball players were looking for a spotin the state
championship next week during the final game of the Legion
Zone Tournament in Colby against Goodland on Monday
evening, these young spectators were looking at something else
— a bull snake that just happened by on the dirt road near the
ball diamonds. Neither the snake or children were too interested
in getting to know one another better.

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Heat returning

Thursday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the mid 90s. South
wind around 15 mph.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs
100 to 105. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. Highsin themid 90s.

By thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 84

L ow thismorning, 58

Records for the date, 105 in
1940,51in 1904

24-hour precipitation to 8
a.m. today, 0.00

Month's precipitation, 0.17

Year’s precipitation to date,
11.04

2002's precipitation to date,
5.48

Water Usage/Colby

July 22=3.48milliongallons

mmm Briefly

Rodeo contest begins Friday
The 2003 Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess
Contest will be held on Friday, said Marie Skolout. Horse-
manship startsat 9 a.m. at the Thomas County Fairgrounds.
The fashion show and speech contest begin at 7 p.m. at the

Comfort Inn Convention Center.
All eventsare opento the public.

Railroad club to open during fair
TheNorthwest KansasM odel Railroad Clubwill beopen
again this year during fair time, said John Donelan, club
member. Visitors are welcome to stop by their display be-
ginning Tuesday, July 29 through Friday, Aug. 1,from5to9
p.m. at the Colby School District’sadministration building,

210 S. Range.

Anyoneplanningtoview themodel trainsareaskedtoenter
through thefire exit on the west end of the building.

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Fishing at VillaHigh paid off
Monday morning for Joyce Dean
of Colby whenshehookedan81b.
catfish, but nearly lostit whenthe
linebroke asshewasreelingitin
onto the bank.

For Dean, fishingisaway tore-
lax, have fun, and enjoy the soli-
tude.“1’ vebeenfishingoff andon
sincel was8yearsold,” shesaid,
“and | enjoy it very much.”

In addition to fishing at Villa
High, Dean said she also goesto
Norton and Hoxie, but Colby’s
pond allows her the convenience

Joyce Dean of Colby showed Colby Free Press Publisher Tom Dreiling her “catch of the day” at
Villa High on Monday. Dean said she enjoys the relaxation fishing gives her and the surprises
that sometimes occur as in the case of her nearly 8 Ib. catfish.

anilla-dipped worm?
Angler says that’s the trick

tofish for acouple of hourstwo to
three times aweek and it isn’t too
far from home.

“1 find the best bet isto go fish-
ing either early in the morning or
evening,” shesaid.

Asfor her recent catch, Deansaid
thiswasthebiggest fishshehasever
caught at VillaHigh. Using 12-
pound test and a small hook, she
said she almost lost the fish when
thelinebroke. “Fromnow on, | am
going to use bigger hooks,” she
said.

When asked what isan average-
sizefor fishinthe pond, Dean said
most of what she catches are about

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

pan-sizeand two weeksago, she
even caught aclam.

In her many years of experi-
ence and familiarity at Villa
High, she has seen bullheads, a
lot of turtlesand now the clam.

Deanwasalsowillingtoshare
someof her “bait secrets” by let-
ting othersknow sheusesworms
dipped in vanilla or shrimp bait
dippedinvanilla.

“Catfish really likeit,” she
said.

Deansaidshetold her husband
Ed, “there’s got to be some big
onesin their some place.”

Shewasright.

Another
big find
for force

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Quad County Task Force's
effectiveness was again under-
scored when it seized more than
1,800 marijuanaplantsinrural Tho-
mas County |ast week.

Doug Murphy, amember of the
task force, said the plants were
seized at the Pat Jonesresidence.

“That wasabout theextent of it,”
Murphy said.“We' dbeenreceiving
informationthat hewascultivating
plants.”

He said there was an investiga-
tion and then the task force got ¢
search warrant.

The task force consists of the
sheriff’s departments from
Sherman, Thomas, Logan, Wallace
and Greeley countiesandthepolice
departments in Colby, Goodlanc
and Oakley

Murphy, the task force’'s drug
enforcement coordinator, said it’s
his job to work with the different
agencies, compileinformation anc
doinvestigative work.

Hesaid by sharingresources, law
enforcement agencies can better
addressthedrug problem. They can
combat theproblemevenif they are
indifferent jurisdictions, hesaid.

Thetask forcewasstartedin 1989
and funded by grants. Funding ran
outin 1996 and the program startec
back up in 2001, again funded by
grants.

Murphy said agencies have
matched 25 percent of thefundsthe
firstyear, 30 percent thesecond, 5C
percent thethirdand 75 percent the
fourth year.

He said the program has been
very successful.

“It'sbeenreally successful tothe
point that when we applied for our
three-year grant. . .that this year
they gaveusfull funding,” Murphy
said.

Hesaid staff’shard work and ef-
fectivenesswererecognized by the
fact they were given full funding.

Entering
the Fair
Parade?

Please call
462-3598

A special gift for Dole

LAWRENCE (AP)—BobDole
got a special present for his 80th
birthday Tuesday, a political insti-
tute bearing hisname.

AndaU.S. senator and Medal of
Honor recipient led some 6,000
spectatorsinsinging“Happy Birth-
day” to the former Kansas senator
and 1996 Republican presidential
nominee.

The four-day celebration sur-

Enrollment dates announced
Enrollment for studentsreturningto Col by Public Schools
isTuesday,Aug. 5, from7a.m.to5p.m.inthecommonsarea
of Colby High School. Information packets will be mailed
next week and school officials ask that if someone doesn’t
receiveit to call 460-5000. Enrollment for new studentsis
Wednesday, Aug. 6 from 8 am. to 4 p.m. in the respective

buildings.

rounding thededi cation of the Rob-
ertJ. Dolelnstituteof Politicsat the
University of Kansas has focused
onDole' sfellow World War |1 vet-
erans.

AmongdignitariespraisingDole
was former President Jimmy
Carter, who said, “My respect for
Bob Dole as aleader of heroesin
peace and wartime has never been
shaken.”

Release of exhibits clarified

Thereleaseof livestock exhibitsat theThomasCounty Fair
will besameasin prior years. Livestock will bereleased on
Saturday morning, Aug. 2. All other non-livestock exhibits,
itemslocated in the 4-H and open class building, will bere-
|leased on Monday, Aug. 4, said D’ Ette Scholtz, Thomas
County extension agent.

Forms available for Nine-Run-Run
TheThomas County Emergency Medical Serviceishost-

on his 80th birthday

National Security Adviser
CondoleezzaRice, representingthe
White House, called Dole “one of
the Greatest Generation’s highest
achievers.”

Others sharing the stage with
Doleincluded hiswife, Sen. Eliza-
beth Doleof North Caroling; former
Sens. George McGovern of North
Dakota and Nancy Kassebaum
Baker of Kansasand Gov. Kathleen

Sebelius. When he spoke, Dole
quickly shifted the focus to the
scoresof veteransat the ceremony.
Totheveterans, Dolesaid, “ This
isyour day. Thisisthe America of
your making — freer, fairer, more
diverseandmoretruly democratic.”
Established in 1997, the
institute’sgoal isto encourage stu-
dent participation and citizen in-
volvement in public service.

ingits8thannual Nine-Run-Runandthesecondannual Nine-

run.

Ride-Ride eventson Saturday, Aug. 2, at Fike Park.

This year’'s event will help raise money for ambulance
equipment, organizers said, and registration will begin at 6
am. for bikersand 7 am. for the runners on the day of the

For an entry form or other information, call the Thomas
County EM Sat (785) 462-4585 or stop by theofficeat 1275

S. Franklin, Colby, Kan. 67701.

Extension office to close during fair

TheThomasCounty Extension Office, 350 S. RangeAve.,
Colby, will be closed the week of thefair, Monday, July 28
through Friday, Aug. 1. Thereason for closing the officeis

so that extension personnel can handle fair activities, said
D’ Ette Scholtz, extension agent.

For questions, call (785) 462-4582 or e-mail:
dscholtz@oznet.ksu.edu
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