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Improvements continue at the Colby United Methodist Church,
950 S. Franklin. Workers poured cement on the north side of the
church when the Free Press visited the site earlier this week.

When completed, members of the church and visitors will have
a paved parking lot, replacing a gravel lot used for many years.
An earlier project resulted in paved parking on the south side.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Councll to hold line on new budget

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The City of Colby plansto hold
the line on its 2004 budget, which
wasrecently approved for publica-
tion by the council, said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager.

“We reduced expenditures in
somelineitems,” shesaid, “andthe
bond and interest paymentswill be
lower in2004 whichwill contribute
tokeepingthesamemill levy aslast
year.”

Mayor Warren Hixson told the
council that with so many other en-
tities raising taxes and with other
costs going up within the city, he
didn’t want to see the mill levy go
up aswell.

“Wewantedtokeepthebudget as
reasonableaspossible,” Armstrong
said.

In aword: Hot!

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
intheupper 60s. Southwind 10
to 15 mph.

Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs
near 103. South wind 10 to 20
mph.

Friday night...Partly cloudy
with a chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Lows near 70.
Chance of rain 30 percent.

Saturday...Partly sunny.
Highsin the upper 90s.

Saturday night...Partly
cloudy withachanceof thunder-
storms. Lowsin the upper 60s.
Chance of rain 30 percent.

Sunday...Partly cloudy. A
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms in the afternoon and
evening. Highsintheupper 90s.

By thenumbers

Wednesday's, 89

Low thismorning, 65

Year ago today, 99 and 64

Records for the date, 111 in
1936, 50in 1911

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.17

Year's precipitation to date,
11.04

2002's precipitation to date,
5.48

Water Usage/Colby

July 23 = 3.571 million gal-
lons

Hixson also noted that with the
new truck stop it is likely that the
salestax revenueswill beup, which
will beanother positive-sideto the
city’seconomy.

The budgeted expenses on all
bond and interest in 2003 was
nearly $400,000withareductionto
$298,027 on the 2004 budget.

Thebondedindebtednessongen-
eral obligationbondsfor theperiod
of January 2004 to December 2004
will be $170,000 in principal and
$23,718 in interest. Those bonds
include the municipal swimming
pool, the 2002 improvement bond
and 1995 and 1997 refund, along
withthe 1999 community building
bonds.

The 2003 street improvement is
currently on temporary notes with
the original amount at $515,000.

Inadditiontothelower bondand
interest payments, some depart-
ments will also be cutting back on
expenditures for the 2004 budget
year, shesaid.

Those cuts include the noxious
weed department, which was bud-
getedwithexpendituresof $12,910
in 2003, but in 2004 isbudgeted at
$8,800.

Special street projects expendi-
tures in 2003 was budgeted at
$1,790,000, but in 2004 the budget
expenditures are at $1,034,500.
Convention and Tourism, which
was budgeted $164,656 in 2003 is
budgeted for $149,300 in 2004.

The Municipal Equipment Re-
serveFundwill alsobesashedfrom
$560,000 in the 2003 budget to
$223,000 next year.

Thetotal expenditures based on

all summaries resulted in
$12,940,922for 2004 asopposedto
$13,579,318in 2003.

With respect to mill levy,
Armstrong explained that one mill
for the 2004 budget year will be
$30,219.91, whichisslightly higher
than in 2003 when one mill was
valued at $30,035.93.

Themill levyin2003was37.774
and isbudgeted at 37.772in 2004.

The compl ete breakdown of the
proposed budget for 2004 will ap-
pearinFriday’sedition of the Colby
Free Pressasalegal publication.

Thepublichearingonthebudget
has been set for Tuesday, Aug. 5,
prior totheregul ar council meeting.
The hearing gives taxpayers the
opportunity to talk about any con-
cernsthey might havewiththecom-
ing year'sbudget.

Brewster receives federal grant

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A federal formulagrant program
has awarded Brewster almost
$39,000 to create a safer commu-
nity, according to Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius.

“This year the program has
awarded morethan $6.1 millionto
62 applicantsthroughout thestate,”
shesaid. Therewere 84 requestsin
all.

Brewster planstousethefundsto
providefor the continuation of the
Quad County Task Force, amulti-
jurisdictional drug task force serv-
ing, Thomas, Sherman, Wallace,
and Logan Counties.

“Thetask force worksto reduce
thesupply of illegal drugsandiden-

tify, apprehend and convict drug
offenders,” Sebeliussaid.

The program is a partnership
among federal, stateandlocal gov-
ernmentsto create safer communi-
tiesand improved criminal justice
systems.

Thegrantisawarded by theU. S.
Department of Justice and Bureau
of Justice Programs, Sebeliussaid,
adding, “ The Justiceand Bureau of
Justice Programs is authorized to
award grants to states for use by
stateand unitsof local government
to improve the functioning of the
criminal justice system, with em-
phasisonviolent crimeand serious
offenders and to enforce state and
local laws that establish offenses
similar tothoseinthe Federal Con-

trolled SubstancesAct.”

The Kansas Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council, created by
the1994 L egidature, reviewsall the
Kansasrequestsfor these grants.

One of the duties of the council
istodevelop and overseereporting
of all criminal justicefederal fund-
ing available to the state or local
units of government.

Grants may be used to provide
personnel, equipment, training,
technical assistance and informa-
tion systems for more widespread
apprehension, prosecution, adjudi-
cation, detentionandrehabilitation
of offenderswho violatesuch state
and local laws. Grants can be used
to provide assistance (other than
compensation) to victims.

Special section today deals with county fair

Fair highlights

Antigue tractor,
stationary engine
show returning

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

Everyone knows there’s live-
stock to see at the Thomas County
Fair, along with regular exhibits.
But what about antique tractors?

An event coming back this year
istheAntique Tractor and Station-
ary Engine Show on Wednesday,
July 30 at 3 p.m. inthe 4-H Build-
ing

According to Nancy Rundel, a
member of theThomasCounty Fair
Board, the show has been added as
aregular Open Classeventthisyear.

“Thismeansthat all tractorsand
engineswill bejudged and awarded
ribbonsand premiummonies,” she
said. “Wearehopingthat by chang-
ing thedateof theshow totheafter-
noon/evening of thefreebarbecue,
that many morepeoplewill havethe
opportunity tovisittheantiquetrac-
torsand stationary engines.”

The4-H building parkinglotwill
beavailabletotractorsat 1 p.m.,and
entrantsneedto check inandfill out
an entry form. Judging will take
placeat 8 p.m.

Fair races and the demolition
derby are also a part of thisyear’'s
fair.

The Demolition Derby will take

placeat 8 p.m.onThursday, July 31.
Pre-entries are being accepted and
entry formsmay bepicked up at Hi-
PlainsCo-opor by contacting Virgil
Jones of the Hi-Plains Lions Cluk
or Rundel of the Thomas County
Fair Board. Peoplenot pre-entering
canenter at thePit Gateat 7:45p.m.
Pit gatesopen at 5 p.m.

Racingbeginsat 6 p.m. onFriday,
Aug. 1 with hot laps and the races
at 7p.m.

The evening will also feature &
Sprint Car show and classes of
Bombersand Cruisers.

The Golden Harvest Hybrid
Modified Shoot-Out will beheld on
Saturday, Aug. 2. Hot lapsstart at €
p.m. and racing at 7 p.m. Super
Stockswill close out the evening.

“Remember, no blanketing of
seats will be alowed this year, s
get your ticketsin advance so you
won'thavetostandintheticketline
and can simply go in and get your
favoriteseat,” Rundel said.

Shealsosaid alimited number of
all-eventticketsareavailablefor the
fair. They are available at all local
banks and Farm Credit of Western
Kansas.

Individual eventticketsareavail-
ableat thegrandstand ticket office.

Colby auctioneer
captures fourth spot

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

MikeBailey of Jenningswent to
thelnternational Auctioneer Cham-
pionshipinSanAntonio, Texasear-
lier thismonth.

“1  finished
fourth out of 71,”
hesaid.

Bailey went 3
through the pre-
liminary round
andwaschosenas
oneof 15finalists.
He then went
through an inter-
view session and thefinal round.

The competition was an actual
salewhereauctioneershadachance
to show off their skills.

Bailey said that part didn’t make

Mike Bailey

him nervous, but theinterview ses-
sion was something new.

“1 was probably alittle nervous
then,” hesaid.

For hisfourth placefinish, here-
ceived a brass gavel with a clock
and aquartz paperweight.

Bailey said he got “alot of gooc
experience” from the competition.
Healsogottospend several daysin
SanAntonio, taking in somesights
including the Alamo and the River
Walk.

“It was fun,” he said. “I had &
goodtime.”

Bailey is the champion Kansas
StateAuctioneer and hasbeentothe
World Livestock Contest.

The auctioneer is employed by
the Farm and Ranch Realty firmin
Colby.

Reception
to honor
city worker

Thepublicisinvitedtoattenda
retirement reception for Jim
Oesterreichat 3p.m. on Thursday,
July 31, in council chambers of
Colby City Hall, 585N. Franklin.

Oesterreich is retiring after
nearly 30 years, said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager. Hehas
divided his time between the
wastewater treatment plant and
the sanitation department.

Everyoneisinvited to attend,
and for questions or other infor-
mation, call Jo Strange, executive
secretary to the city manager, at
462-4410.
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College board to meet Monday

TheColby Community CollegeBoard of Trusteeswill hold
aspecial meeting on Monday at 5 p.m. inthe board roomin
ThomasHall. Itemsup for discussion include certificate of
participationbids, aleasepurchaseresolution, electrical bids,
approval of contracts and agreements, resignations and the
budget.

Rodeo contest begins Friday
The 2003 Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess
Contest will be held on Friday, said Marie Skolout. Horse-
manship startsat 9 a.m. at the Thomas County Fairgrounds.
The fashion show and speech contest begin at 7 p.m. at the
Comfort Inn Convention Center. All events are open to the
public.

Railroad club to open during fair

TheNorthwest KansasModel Railroad Clubwill beopen
again this year during fair time, said John Donelan, club

member. Visitors are welcome to stop by their display be-
ginning Tuesday, July 29 through Friday, Aug. 1, from5to 9
p.m. at the Colby School District’sadministration building,
210 S. Range. Anyoneplanning to view themodel trainsare
asked to enter through the fire exit on the west end of the
building.

Colby schoolsannounceenrollment

Enrollment for studentsreturningto Col by Public Schools
isTuesday,Aug.5,from7am.to5p.m.inthecommonsarea
of Colby High School. Information packets will be mailed
next week and school officials ask that if someone doesn’'t
receiveit to call 460-5000. Enrollment for new studentsis
Wednesday, Aug. 6 from 8 am. to 4 p.m. in the respective
buildings.

Forms available for Nine-Run-Run

TheThomas County Emergency Medical Serviceishost-
ingits8thannual Nine-Run-Runandthesecond annual Nine-

Ride-Ride events on Saturday, Aug. 2, at Fike Park. This
year’sevent will hel prai semoney for ambul anceequipment,
organizerssaid, and registration will beginat 6 a.m. for bik-
ersand 7 am. for the runners on the day of the run. For an
entry form or other information, call the Thomas County
EMSat (785) 462-4585.

Coffee House Night scheduled

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring &
smokefree Coffee House Night at City Limits Convention
Centerfrom8to 11 p.m. on Saturday. Team membersinvite
areapoets, musiciansand co micsto performat the open mi-
crophone. The event isopen to the public.

For moreinformation, contactj cateam@hotmail.comor
(785) 462-7188

Hospital’s gift shop plans sale
TheCitizensMedical Center gift shopishavingits“ after

harvest” salebeginning Friday from9a.m.to3p.m. All pro-

ceedsgototheauxiliary to support the hospital .”
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