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By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A Colby businessspecializingin
suppliesfor weightliftershasclosed
indefinitely following a burglary
reported sometime between 5 p.m.
on Friday and 2:40 am. on Satur-
day, said Gary Shull, investigator
with the police department.

“The burglary occurred when a
person or persons entered the rear
door by force at the No Pazzing
Zone store located at 377 N.
FranklinAve.,” hesaid.

By Sunday, co-owner Chase
Kough, was already removing the
signage from the storefront win-
dows and likely may not reopen
sincemost of hisinventory wassto-
len.

Kough, told police that about
1,200 itemsweretaken with 600 of
thoseitemsbeing largefive-pound
jugs in quantities of one and two
gallons. Specifically, thejugs con-
tained name brand items such as
Opti-Pro, MET, Rx and Pro Com-
plex.

The store, Shull said, catersto
body builders and theitems stolen
wereprotei n-typesupplementsand
other related health aids.

“Weassumethevehicle (usedin
the burglary) was probably a van,
box truck, or enclosed trailer,” he
said.

The Colby Police Department
encouragesanyonewhomight have
seen unusual activity during the
time of the burglary to call them at
462-4460.

I'n addition to suspicious behav-
ior the night of the burglary, Shull
said that thistype of product is not
available within a100-mile radius
of Colby.

“Therefore if anyone becomes
aware of someone with alarge
quantity of thistypeof product, we
would like to hear from them,” he

Back to the 90s

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
in the lower 60s. South wind
around 10 mph.
Thursday...Partly sunny. Highs
inthemid 90s. Southwest wind
10 to 15 mph. Thursday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
the mid 60s. Friday...Partly
sunny. Highsin the upper 90s.
Friday night...Partly cloudy
with aslight chance of showers
and possibly a
thunderstorm...mainly in the
evening. Lowsintheupper 60s.
Chance of rain 20 percent.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. A
slight chanceof showersduring
the night and possibly a
thunderstorm...mainly in the
evening. Highsinthemid 90s.

By thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 85

Tuesday’shigh, 90

Low thismorning, 57

Year ago today, 100 and 65

Records for the date, 109 in
1935and 43in 1971

24-hour precipitation to 8
a.m. today, 0.25

Month’s precipitation, 0.42

Year’s precipitation to date,
11.29

2002's precipitation to date,
5.67

Water Usage/Colby

July 28 = 3.717 million gal-
lons

July 29 = 3.064 million gal-
lons

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other figures from the North-
west Research-Extension Cen-
ter, Colby.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Right on schedule. That best
describesthestart of theThomas
County Fair and the expected
rain that generally visits during
fair week.

Tuesday night’srain left 0.25
inchesinthegaugeat the North-
west Research-Extension Cen-
ter.

Thefairisinfull swingand so
far, according to organizers, ev-
erythingismeetingexpectations.

Kerry Wark, chairman of the
Thomas County Amusement
Association, saidthefirst night of
the carnival came off without a
hitch, despite having to shut
down at 9:30 p.m. because of
lightning.

“Everything went well,” he
said. “I thought everything went

Riders take a spin on the Paratrooper at the Thomas County Free Fair carnival Tuesday night.
Lightning caused the carnival to shut down early but will be open for business again tonight from
7-11 p.m. The carnival will run through each night of the fair, from 7-11 p.m. Thursday and from

among Vvisitors
to the county fair

7 p.m.-midnight on Friday and Saturday.

Rain...

really smooth.”

The carnival was well-staffed
and all of the game booths were
manned. Therideswerealsogoing
almost non-stop until the weather
changemovedin.

“| thought theturnout wasgood,”
Wark said. “ They (the rides) were
running full and there were full
lines.

“| thought it wasagood crowd.”

So far, the Zipper and Tilt-A-
Whirl areprovingtobethefavorite
rides. Wark saidtheTilt-A-Whirl is
the ride that loads and unloads the
quickest. He said after the fair, the
committee could use help taking
things down and cleaning up.

Volunteersarewelcometo come
help takedown boothsand tentson
Sunday at 1 p.m. Wark said they
couldalsousehel ptakingdownthe
rides but that won't happen until

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

next week.

Thefirstnight of thefairandro-
deo also went according to plan.

Audrey Hines, fair board sec-
retary/treasurer, said the turnout
forthefirst night of therodeowas
slightly above that of last year
with 680 adult tickets sold and
135 children’stickets.

“It went real well Tuesday
night,” she said. “ Things went
smooth and there were no prob-
lems.”

Hines also wanted to remind
people that the free barbecue is
today at 5:30p.m. Shesaid prepa-
rationsare going “great.”

She also said the board wants
to encourage people to make a
donation to the Wall of Support.
Anyone making a donation will
havetheir nameuponthewall all
week.

By college trustees

Computer system update okayed

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Colby Community College will
haveanew mainframeinstalled by
thistime next year.

The new mainframe, the system
that operatesthecollege’ svast com-
puter network ,will replacethecur-
rent one, which the trustees were
told, isoutdated..

Theboard approvedtheissuance
of certificatesof participationfrom
Gold Capital for atotal of $525,000
with an interest rate of 2.7 percent
for the new system.

Gold Capital of Wichita had the
lowest bid and BankWest had the
next lowest.

Thecost will cover the purchase
of new software and a new main-
frame.

Mikel Ary, collegepresident, said
itwill helptheschool stay competi-
tive with recruitment by better al-
lowing students to communicate
withthecollege.“ That’saveryim-
portant areafor us,” hesaid.

Proceedsfromthesaleof thecer-
tificateswill pay for thenew equip-
ment.

Theschool will pay back thecer-
tificatesover fiveyearsat arate of
$110,000-$115,000 ayear.

Ken Johnson, dean of fiscal af-
fairs at the college, said the first
payment will be due next August
and will fall under the next budget
year. The board also approved the
|ease purchase agreement neces-
sary to finish the purchase of the
mainframe package.

They also approved a mainte-
nance agreement with Jenzabar to
maintain the current mainframe
until the new one can beinstalled.

Colby College

Mill levy increase
part of budget plan

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Colby Community College
Boardof TrusteesapprovedAug. 15
as the date for its annual budget
hearing.

The public hearing will be at 5
p.m. in the board room of Thomas
Hall on the college campus. The
proposed budget for the2003-2004
year is$11,737,028.

The school will be facing short-
fallsin state funding because the
statehas cut funding in some areas
and also because enrollment is
down.

Ken Johnson, dean of fiscal af-
fairs, said the school will lose
$427,000instatefunding. Thebulk
of theloss, hesaid, is$375,000 and
istheresult of the legislature’sde-
cision to cut back on funding post-
secondary education.

The college will lose another
$32,000it usedtoget fromthestate
intaxes.

To make up for some of the
losses, Johnson said the board is
considering raising the mill levy
from26.86last yearto32.45for the
coming fiscal year. The proposed
5.59mill increasecouldraisemore
than $400,000 for the school.

“We’ve done everything we
couldtokeepitaslow aspossible,”
said Mikel Ary, college president.

Hesaidtheschool hasbeenwork-
ing since last year to cut costs be-
cause it has lost approximately
$675,000 in state funding over the
past two years. “We've done a se-
riesof things,” hesaid.

Ary said about $180,000 in de-

partmental spending has been cut
for the year and so has non-essen-
tial travel.

Capital spending has also been
deferred. Ary saidtheschool didn't
by any carslast year for the motor
pool butwill probably purchaseone
new vehiclethisyear.

However, the most significant
measure the college has taken is
raising tuition.

There was a $5 per credit hour
increase last year and therewill be
a $6 per credit hour increase this
year.

Ary saidit’sthe most tuition has
been raised at the school in along
time. The most it had ever been
rai sed beforein back-to-back years
was $2 per credit hour. “Itisabig
deal,” hesaid.

Also, atechnology fee of $5 per
student per semester isbeing insti-
tuted.

Ary said some community col-
leges have no tech fees. He said
Colby College wanted to make
theirs similar to Dodge City Com:-
munity College, which charges &
flat fee per semester.

He also said the decision was
made not to fill three positions but
thecontent areaswill becovered by
other instructorswho are doubling
up.

Ary said every option has been
exploredtomaintainahighlevel of
serviceswhile cutting costs.

Another areathe school will try
tomakeupfor lost revenuesisget-
ting students to take afull course
load of 15 to 16 hours a semester
instead of 13to 14.

Class seeks students

Applicants are being sought for
the Leadership Thomas County
program.

Anyone wishing to participate
and did not receive an application,
call 460-3401, 460- 7643 or stop by
the Colby/Thomas County Cham-
ber of Commerce office at 350 S.
Range.

Applicants can nominate them-
selves or abusiness may nominate
anemployee. Theprogramisseven

monthslong, beginning in October
andendinginApril. Tenadult mem:-
berswill beselectedfor theprogram
with emphasis on learning leader-
ship capacities.

Alumni will be happy to discuss
their experience with those inter-
ested. Names of alumni are avail-
able at the chamber office.

Completed applications are due
by Aug. 22. The 2003-2004 class
will be announced on Sept. 19.

8 p.m. - PRCA Rodeo

Livestock Show
8 p.m. - Demolition Derby

Thomas County Fair
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Today, 3-9 p.m. - Antique Tractor Show & Shine display
4 p.m. - Farm Bureau Assoc. Pedal Tractor Pull Regist.
5-6:45 p.m. - Pedal Tractor Pull
5:30 p.m. - Free Barbecue - come and enjoy!

Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 4-H Dairy, Bucket Calf & Breeding

Friday, 9 a.m. - 4-H Round Robin

3:00 p.m. - Buyers's Appreciation BBQ - 4-H Livestock Sale

7 p.m. - Thomas Co. Fair Races
Saturday, 10 a.m. - Parade. The parade will start south on
Franklin to 5th St., east on 5th to Lake Ave., south on Lake to
2nd St., west on 2nd St. to Franklin Ave., south on Franklin to
Cedar St., and west on Cedar to the fairgrounds.

Make “Fair Week — Family Week”

I B rije f | y e —
District’s administration building, 210 S. Range. Anyone
planning to view themodel trainsare asked to enter through

Commissioners meet Thursday

The Thomas County Commissionerswill meet at 9 am.
on Thursday at the courthousefor their end of month meet-
ing. Items on the agendainclude areport from IBM repre-

sentative Phillip Powell, Brian Staats of Adams, Brown,

Beran and Ball on the 2002 audit and an update on county

road work.

Fire department fund raiser set

The Colby Fire Department is looking at ways to raise
money for amatching grant to fund public fire prevention
and education, said Rick Dickman, assistant fire chief. In
helping toward that aim, he said, the department is giving
away a Phoenix gas barbecue, 50 Ibs. of meat, two Little
Audrey gift setsand Craftsmen barbecue accessoriesin ex-

changefor donations.

The four items will be given away the first night of the
ThomasCounty fair races, Friday, Aug. 1. For questions, call

Dickman at 462-4454 or anyfirefighter.
Sacred Heart to enroll

Sacred Heart School enrollment will be Tuesday, Aug. 12
from9am. to 3 p.m. For moreinformation call 462-2813.

Mud volleyball tourney planned
The Colby Jaycees are planning a co-ed mud volleyball
tournament on Saturday, Aug. 9, beginningwithregistration
at 9 am. There will be no pre-registration and the event is
opentothose21 yearsandolder. Thetournament will beheld
behindthe Jaycee Center | ocated just southwest of the Colby
Animal Clinic, 810 E. 4th St. For questions, call 462-7781.

Railroad club open during fair
TheNorthwest KansasModel Railroad Clubwill beopen
again this year during fair time, said John Donelan, club
member. Visitorsare welcometo stop by their display from
now through Friday, from 5to 9 p.m. at the Colby School

thefireexit on thewest end of the building.

Colby schools enrollment set

Enrollment for studentsreturningto Col by Public School
isTuesday,Aug.5,from7am.to5p.m.inthecommonsares
of Colby High School.

Information packetswill be mailed next week and school
officials ask that if someone doesn’t receiveit to call 460-
5000. Enrollment for new studentsisWednesday, Aug. 6from
8am.to4 p.m. intherespectivebuildings.

Forms available for Nine-Run-Run

C

TheThomas County Emergency Medical Serviceishost-
ingits8thannual Nine-Run-Runandthesecond annual Nine-

Ride-Ride events on Saturday, Aug. 2, at Fike Park. This
year’sevent will hel praisemoney for ambul anceequi pment,
organizerssaid, and registrationwill beginat 6 a.m. for bik-
ersand 7 am. for the runners on the day of therun.
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