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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Experts Are Human Too
You might think that the best players in the world,

when they get together each year to participate in
the world championship, might perform miracles
that would dazzle and astound the average bridge
player.

But, alas, this is not always the case. It turns out
that experts are human too, and that they make mis-
takes like anyone else. For an example of how far
they are sometimes off the mark, consider this deal
from the 1979 world championship match between
Italy and the United States.

At both tables, South opened with a weak two-
spade bid and North raised to game. When a U.S.
pair was North-South, the Italian West led a heart.
Declarer won with dummy’s ace, drew three rounds
of trumps ending in his hand, then led the four of
clubs, West following low as East took dummy’s
jack with the king.

East returned the queen of diamonds, overtaken
by West with the king, which South allowed to hold.
West continued with a diamond, but by now the bird
had flown the coop. Declarer won with dummy’s
ace, crossed to the king of hearts and led a second
club. West won with the ace, but that was the last
trick for the defense. Since West had no more dia-
monds, South was able to discard his second dia-
mond loser on dummy’s queen of clubs to make his
game.

At the second table, the play followed similar
lines, and the Italian South also made four spades.

Both Wests botched the defense when declarer
first led a club toward dummy. To defeat the con-
tract, West had to rise with the ace and shift to the
king of diamonds. A difficult play, no doubt, but far
from impossible.

Furthermore, not only was there a defensive slip,
but the bidding also left something to be desired.
Three notrump was ice-cold against any lie of the
cards!

Extraordinary Foresight
Assume you get to five clubs and West leads a

spade. East takes his king and continues with the ace,
which you ruff. How would you proceed?

The best approach is to lead a diamond right away.
When you do, West follows low, and you must then
decide whether to play the jack or king from dummy.
This is not really a difficult decision. You play the
king on the basis that East presumably would not
have passed originally had he held the ace of dia-
monds and five or six spades headed by at least the
A-K.

After the king wins, your only remaining concern
is the possibility of losing a heart trick. This danger
does not exist if the missing hearts are divided 3-3,
or if the adverse trumps are 2-2, in which case you
can ruff your fourth heart in dummy.

As a good technician, however, you should also
try to cover the possibility that the trumps are not
divided 2-2 and the hearts are not divided 3-3. It is
only after thinking along these lines that you real-
ize the best method of play is a dummy reversal.

You therefore ruff dummy’s last spade at trick four
and exit with a diamond. East wins with the queen
and, let’s say, returns a heart. You win with dummy’s
queen, ruff the four of diamonds with the ace of
trumps, lead a low trump to dummy’s nine and ruff
the jack of diamonds with the queen of trumps.

You now lead your last trump, the ten, to dummy’s
king and play the jack of trumps, on which you dis-
card the six of hearts. You then take the last two tricks
with the A-K of hearts to make the contract. Your
11 tricks consist of seven trumps (rather than the
obvious six), a diamond and the Q-K-A of hearts.


