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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I FELL A WHOLE LOT
WHILE I ICE-SKATED. I SUPPOSE I WAS ON THE
RINK OF DESTRUCTION!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals N
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A NEW MOVIE

REGARDING A VENDOR OF DEER MEAT WAS

CALLED “THE MERCHANT OF VENISON.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals T

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Blue 3 Met
1 Stomach 40 lllicit affair melody
5 Playing- 43ltcomes 4 Cordiality
card spot after 23 5 Tea type
8 Global 47 Napo- 6 Golfer
septet leon’s Aoki
12 Emana- downfall 7 Nerd-
tion 49 Bear up pack
13 Language there occupant
suffix 50 Skip over 8 Capital of
14 Green 51 Okla- Laconia
stroke homa city 9 Modern-
15 Com- 52 Group of day coin
motion devotees 10 Teeny bit
16 Aussie 53 Smaller 11 Old
critter 54 Crony portico
18 Rug 55 Hollywood 17 “West
cleaner clashers Side
20 Kitchen Story”
come-on DOWN group
21 Place- 1 Elliot of 19 Cauldron
kicker's The 22 “La Cage
pride Mamas — Folles”
22 Pismire and The 23 Tie up the
23 Pleasure Papas phone
craft 2 Old Testa- 24 Milwau-
26 Monster ment kee
30 Carte book product
lead-in . . .
31 Predica-  Solution time: 21 mins.
ment S|PlA
32 Grecian |G[EID
container A2
33 Sternuta- [
tion M|E|T
sound MK
effect GlUIT
36 Precipi- [
tateness [A1219
Flofu
38 Tyran- AlPls
nosaurus [r[elE

25 Jam
ingredi-
ent

26 Resume

27 Clear the
tables

28 Food
scrap

29 Half and
half?

31 Crafty
chap

34 Oil-and-
vinegar
bottles

35 Munich
mister

36 “Bali —"

37 Give
as an
example

39 Toaster’s
word

40 MP’s
target

41 Patrick
Dennis’
aunt

42 Elevator
name

43 Pop

44 Pharma-
ceutical

45 Norwe-
gian
metropolis

46 Feedbag
fill

48 You
can’t
stand to
have it
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ACROSS 28 Split up 2 Gymnast 15 Nebr.

1 Morse 30 Legend- Korbut neighbor
morsel ary 3 Pedi- 19 Thick-

4 Recede peeper curist’s ness

7 Prince 33 Western concern 20 Sam
Charles’ capital 4 Quilt Goody
pastime 36 Heavy stuffing wares

8 Waffle hammer 5 Groucho 21 Great
enhancer 37 “Love wiggled Lakes
(Var.) Story” his acronym

10 Estimate author 6 Put 22 Pastoral

11 Puton a Segal under poetry
pedestal 38 More 7 Ashen 23 Gambling

13 Eastern crafty 8 Less game
capital 39 Trig loony 24 Suit-

16 Favorite function 9 Streisand ability

17 Makes a 40 Bygone classic 25 Scrooge’s
statement speedster 10 Dia- reaction

18 Shooter 41 Drunkard stema 26 Circus
ammo 12 Phobia staffer

19 Wharf DOWN 14 Designer 28 Griffith

20 Highland 1 Uncer- St. and
house- tainty Laurent Williams
hold 29 Actress

21 Roman Solution time: 21 mins. Debra
septet 30 Contam-

23 Wasn’t inate
colorfast 31 Never

25 Gistof a again?
letter 32 Jongg

26 Lights-out = preceder
melody 34 Lam-

27 “Little preys
Women” 35 Small
woman Yesterday’s answer g-4 combo
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

EAST

¥J]9763
®QJ109
K 1063

The bidding:

South West North East

2 B Pass 4 & All Pass
Opening lead — two of hearts.

ExpertsAreHuman Too

Youmight think that thebest playersintheworld,
when they get together each year to participatein
the world championship, might perform miracles
that would dazzle and astound the average bridge
player.

But, alas, thisisnot awaysthe case. It turns out
that expertsarehumantoo, andthat they makemis-
takeslike anyone el se. For an example of how far
they are sometimesoff themark, consider thisdeal
fromthe 1979 world championship match between
Italy and the United States.

At both tables, South opened with aweak two-
spade bid and North raised to game. When aU.S.
pair was North-South, the Italian West led a heart.
Declarer wonwithdummy’sace, drew threerounds
of trumps ending in his hand, then led the four of
clubs, West following low as East took dummy’s
jack withtheking.

East returned the queen of diamonds, overtaken
by West withtheking, which Southallowedtohold.
West continued withadiamond, but by now thebirc
had flown the coop. Declarer won with dummy’s
ace, crossed to the king of hearts and led a second
club. West won with the ace, but that was the last
trick for the defense. Since West had no more dia-
monds, South was able to discard his second dia-
mond | oser on dummy’ squeen of clubsto makehis
game.

At the second table, the play followed similar
lines, and the Italian South al so made four spades.

Both Wests botched the defense when declarer
first led a club toward dummy. To defeat the con-
tract, West had to rise with the ace and shift to the
king of diamonds. A difficult play, no doubt, but far
fromimpossible.

Furthermore, not only wasthereadefensiveslip,
but the bidding also left something to be desired.
Three notrump was ice-cold against any lie of the
cards!

East dcalcr.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
“@» 543
¥YQ42
®*KJ43
oK JO
WEST EAST
“®» Q102 w AKI8B87E6
¥YJ8 Y109 73
®* A9865 ¢® Q10
%* s 43 o 7
SOUTH
@ o
YAKEG6S5
* 72
*A Q10862
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 &= Pass 1 &
1 & 2 & 2 o 3 &
Pass 3@ Pass 4 &
Pass 5 o
Opening lead — two of spades.

Extraordinary Foresight

Assume you get to five clubs and West leads &
spade. East takeshisking and continueswiththeace,
which you ruff. How would you proceed?

Thebest approachistolead adiamondright away.
Whenyou do, West followslow, and you must ther
decidewnhether to play thejack or kingfromdummy.
Thisisnot really adifficult decision. You play the
king on the basis that East presumably would not
have passed originally had he held the ace of dia-
mondsand five or six spadesheaded by at |east the
A-K.

After thekingwins, your only remaining concern
isthepossibility of losing aheart trick. Thisdanger
doesnot exist if themissing heartsaredivided 3-3,
or if theadversetrumpsare 2-2, in which case you
can ruff your fourth heart in dummy.

Asagood technician, however, you should also
try to cover the possibility that the trumps are not
divided 2-2 and the heartsare not divided 3-3. It is
only after thinking along these lines that you real-
izethe best method of play isadummy reversal.

Youthereforeruff dummy’slast spadeat trick four
and exit with adiamond. East winswith the queen
and, let’ ssay, returnsaheart. Youwinwithdummy’s
gueen, ruff the four of diamonds with the ace of
trumps, lead alow trump to dummy’snineand ruff
thejack of diamondswith the queen of trumps.

Younow leadyour last trump, theten, todummy’s
king and play thejack of trumps, onwhichyoudis-
cardthesix of hearts. Youthentakethelast twotricks
with the A-K of hearts to make the contract. Your
11 tricks consist of seven trumps (rather than the
obvioussix), adiamond and the Q-K-A of hearts.
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“Daddy’s pictures will be better than
these 'cause we'll be in them.”

IO

Dist. By King Features Synd,
www.Sarnllyclrcus.com

“It smells like Christmas here.”




