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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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to “Lonesome for My Daughter,”
whoseyoungest daughter, amarried
collegefreshman, hasquit commu-
nicating with her parents.

[, too, married at 19. My parents
didn’t approve because they were
afraid |’ ddrop out of school. When
we would visit my mother, she’'d
talk with me and ignore my hus-
band. Thismade our visitsfew and
far between. Couldthemother have
donesomethingto alienatethe son-

| quit communicating with family
werewhen | wasundergoing severe
marital stress and depression, and
didn’t want to discussit or pretend
all was well when it wasn’t. Ina
moredrastic scenario, my niececut
outfamily visitsfor years. Whenwe
saw her at Christmas, she’d barely
speak to family members. Shere-
cently divorced, and now we have
learned she had been in an abusive
marriage.

| do think “Lonesome” and her
husband should pay adrop-in visit
occasionally. Her instincts may be
“heads up” for some reason. Keep
thevisit brief in casethedaughter’s
college schedule is on overload.
That way, they can see, talk to, and
hug their daughter and new son-in-
law—andwhilethey’reatit, scope
out thesituation. Dropping off food
isalwaysagood excusefor aquick
visit or, if there'stime, invite them
out for dinner.

Mom could al so send her daugh-

attached, and her daughter and son-
in-law know it can be used to call
anyonethey needto. | a'sostrongly
recommend the Internet. Mom and
Dad should learn how to do instant
messaging: Ask a quick question,
want an answer, gotta go. These
quick messages let parents know
their offspring are alive and well,
and allow parentsto beinvolved—
at least alittle—intheir children’s
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everyday lives.
—ALICEIN VINEGROVE
DEARALICE: Thoseareall
wonder ful suggestions. Many
reader swroteto offer input (and

some” and her hushand get weekend
ticketstoaplay or sporting event at
thecollege, andgotheretohavedin-
ner and see a show once a month?
That way they’ll get quality time
withtheir daughter, andtherewill be
less stress over time management
for the couple. After all, she'sboth
astudent andanewlywed, andthat’s
alotto handle.

Also, in my experience, cell
phones dramatically increase calls
to parentsbecause an hour between
classesorwaitingfor abusisacon-
venient timeto call Mom or Dad.

— CHRISTINA IN CAM-
BRIDGE, MASS.

DEAR CHRISTINA: Thank
you for lending the younger
person’sper spective.

DEARABBY: | haveaheadsup
for “Lonesome.” Newlyweds may
not wanttocomehomefor theweek-
end. They’ rehappily enjoyingtheir
timetogether.

fromusfor afew weeks, they' dcall
and say, “Isthere aday in the next
couple of weekends when we can
come and take you two out for
brunchor dinner?Pick aplaceyou'd
enjoy.” Or, they’ d pick upsomefood
from one of our favoritesand we'd
haveapicnic at our place.
“Lonesome” and her husband
shouldtryit. It might bealot easier
for her daughter than along drive

home.

— PATRICIAIN LEAWOOD,
KAN.
DEAR PATRICIA: | agree.
Thisisaperiod of adjustment for
all concerned. The parents are
morein control of their schedule
at this point than the daughter

and son-in-law may be.

DEAR ABBY: “Denny” and |
have been married about a year.
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sparechange. | startedtakingmoney
out of Denny’sand spendingit. | was
planningtoreplaceit assoonasl got
alittle ahead.

Well, Denny came home one
night and counted his savings and
saw that | had taken morethan $250
out of hisjug. | am paying him back
—andhehassort of forgivenme—
but every chance he gets, he lashes
out. He callsme athief and curses
at me. | know it’salot of money, but
I’'mhiswife. | wanttocry whenever
[ think aboutit. Will heever get over
this and let things go back to nor-
mal? I'm depressed and angry at
myself for what | did.

— THEUNFORGIVENIN
N.H.

DEARUNFORGIVEN: OK —
thehoneymoonisover and theil-
lusions ar e tar nished. What you
did waswrong, but soiscursing
one’'s spouse and nursing a
grudge. Since you are repaying
the money, it’stimeto ask your

YouUR WHATS A = IF You teraphonecardtosavethemmoney.  Here’'showmyin-lavshandledit husband why he seemsunableto
Tlfg%ETAX THUMB TAX 2 FAY UF... Yo#f/}”/g’gfm Mom should be sureno stringsare 17 years ago: If they hadn’t heard forgive.

One of the secretsto a happy
marriageislearning to forgive
each other. If yoursis going tc
work, thetwo of you must accept
that neither of you isperfect and
lear n to negotiate beyond your
disagreements. Some sessions
with the clergyper son who mar-
ried you could be helpful. If that
doesn’t resolve the conflict, con-
sult amarriage counselor.
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Thesepreliminariesattendedto, South
crosses to dummy with atrump, leads a
club and plays the queen after East fol-
lows low. (South cannot be expected to
know that West was dealt the doubleton
king.)

West takesthe queen with theking but,
thanks to South’s advance preparation,
must return aheart or adiamond.

Thispermitsdeclarer todiscard aclub
from dummy asheruffsin hishand, and
theslamishome.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: YOU WOULD IMAGINE
THAT THE LUMBERJACKS COULD JOKINGLY BE
KNOWN AS TREETOTALERS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals W
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