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Rasure, Ostmeyer
and now Peterson

Onewouldthink that an office seeker who carried hisown county
impressively and al so carried the county of hisopponent would have
had an easy victory on election night.

But that wasnot the casefor Dan Rasure of Goodland in hisquest
to win the Republican primary for State Senator/District 40.

Mr. Rasure lost to Ralph Ostmeyer, 8,553-7,385, a shortage of
1,168 votes.

Inhisloss, Rasurecarried Sherman County, hishomecounty, 1,010
to415. Andin Gove County, Ostmeyer’shome, hewon by 11 votes,
368-357, which, weare sure, wasaconcernto Ostmeyer. Although
losing at home had no bearing on the outcome, it had to be some-
what of a surprise, maybe even an embarrassment for Ostmeyer.
Maybe, likemost of us, it wasjust amatter of taking thehomefolks
for granted.

Ostmeyer carried 12 countiesto Rasure'ssix.

Dollarsfiguredinthisrace. Rasureraised considerably morefunds
thandid Ostmeyer and spent considerably more. Heneededto. Many
people had never heard of him and it wasimperative that he get his
namearound thedistrict. Ostymeyer didn’t facethat problem. And
Rasure had to deal with something el se: age, experience. Rasure, at
22, wasseeking hisfirst political officewithlittleexperience, other
than working in the offices of Sen. Sam Brownback and Rep. Jerry
Moran. Ostmeyer, ontheother hand, iscompl eting hissecond, two-
year termasamember of the K ansasHouse of Representativesfrom
District No. 118.

Waiting in the wings to challenge Ostmeyer is Democrat Tim
Peterson, aMonument farmer. Peterson hasalong history of politi-
cal involvement and is currently serving as chairman of the First
District. He'srested up and ready to go, not having had any opposi-
tioninthe primary.

Itwill beinteresting to seehow united the Republicansinthe40th
District are come Nov. 2. The conservatives and moderates of that
party havehadtheir shareof fist fightsover theyearsandinaway it
showed in the Rasure-Ostmeyer primary. Will it spill over into the
general election?That’ saquestion that can’t beanswered thissoon
after the primary woundswereinflicted. Time may heal. May.

AsaDemocrat inaRepublican stronghol d asisthe 40th District,
Mr. Peterson can only hope that dissension in the ranks of the op-
posing party prevailsthroughout the fall and into the voting booth
onNov. 2. It worked for Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

But back to Dan Rasure: wehaven't heard thelast fromthis ener-
getic, now politically tested young man. You can bet on that.

TomA. Dreiling
Free PressPublisher

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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Thedecision by Greyhound Linesto abandon
most of itsstopsin the Tri-State area smacks of
desperation.

Thecompany isclosingmost of itsstopsalong
the Interstates. In western Kansas, therewill be
only two stops, Hays and Colby. Peoplewill no
longer be able to catch a bus in Ellsworth,
Russell, WaK eeney or Goodland.

In Nebraska, there' Il be no stopswest of Lin-
coln as the firm aims, apparently, for the long-
haul market.

Onebigloss: prisonsin Ellsworth, Burlington,
Colo., and elsewhere in the areawon’'t have an
easy way to ship parolees back home after their
release.

Greyhound claimsit’ [l save millionsbecause
buseswill stay onthefreeway and arrive sooner
at their destination. Our guessisthesavingsare
mostly illusory.

Maybethey figure peoplewill get aridetothe
next stop. Maybethey think they’ Il hitchhike. But
it soundslikethedogmay beclosetoitslast lap.

Therearen’tthat many peoplewhowanttoride
abus cross country, after all. Most of us, given
the choice, would fly or take atrain or drive—
anything but the bus.

Withair faresnearly aslow asthebusonagood
day, the Hound makesthe most sensein country
towns where people don't have a choice. And
those arethe marketsthefirmisgiving up.

PRI b e

Someday, we ay regret this loss

Steve Haynes
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Sothere’'snomoney inservingrural America?
In the city, they can choose. Let's see, Kansas
City-Denver, 13 hoursby bus, lessthan two by
air. Price, $74 and $155.

Greyhound often is left with the passengers
who can’t or won't fly or drive: afew elderly
withafear of flying, the poor and thedisenfran-
chised, studentswithout cars(not many of those
these days) and others who don’t quite fit the
mainstream of America.

Thefirmadmitsit hasproblems. They’ vecut
jobs and canceled an order for 200 new buses.
Andyet, Greyhound, after absorbing Continen-
tal Trailways, is by far the country’s biggest
over-the-road passenger carrier.

Atthispoint, youreally havetoask if thebus
businesswill bearoundthat muchlonger. It till
doeswell inafew concentrated markets, but out
here, peopledrive.

If Greyhound were to go under, then the au-

tomobilewill have polished off itslast and fina
alternative. That may or may not be abad thing
— few people get nostalgic about aride on ar
old Silversides or a Super ScenicCruiser, like
they dofor atrain— but we' vepretty muchlos
our publictransportation outsidetheurban cor-
ridors.

In away, it's the end of an era for rural
America. Oh, it’sbeencomingonfor years. How
long, for instance, since Trailwaysranout U.S
36?0r sinceapassenger train stoppedin Oakl ey
or Hays?

Thisisamatter of choiceand policy. Choice,
because Americans choose their cars, anc
policy, because the government pours billions
into highways while spending next to nothing
on trainsand busses and other public transpor-
tation.

Sure, there are afew subsidized options, bu
weno longer have aground transportation sys
tem for public use, at least not in most of rura
America

You can still drive to McCook and catch &
train, or to Colby for abus, but more and more
people — once they get in the car — just keey
ondriving.

Someday, we may regret what welost.
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Weather relief in sight?

For farmersandrancherswithrow cropsinthe
field, moistureisalwayswel comebutinJuly and
Augusttimely rainfall iscritical if theseproduc-
ersareto harvest fall crops.

That said, what can Kansasfarmersexpectin
the way of moisturein August, September and
October?

“We' reseeing apretty good areaof moisture
inthemiddleof thecountry,” saysMikeAkul ow,
National Weather Service meteorologist from
Topeka. “Thebighighridgeof pressureisparked
over thefour-corner region of Arizonaand New
Mexico. This allows weather systems to pen-
etrate much of our state especially the northern
and eastern regions.”

The weather systems Akulow talks about
bringwiththem a*“fairly good chance” of rains
likethestatehaswitnessed during Juneand July.

Whilethe meteorol ogist saystheeastern half
of the state hasthe best chance of moisture, the
computer models indicate that all of Kansas
except the extreme southwestern region of the
statehaveagood chanceof abovenormal mois-
tureinAugust. Thiscould continueinto Septem-
ber and October.

“In general the western third of Kansaswill
bedryer, but thispart of our statewill haveamore
favorable chance of moisturethan the previous
three summers,” Akulow says.

The drought that has gripped northwestern
Kansasisnot asbad asit waslast year, the me-
teorologist continues. The last couple of sum-
mersthis same high-pressure areawas camped

John
Schlageck
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over Kansas and Oklahoma. Twenty plus days
of 100-degreedaysand 20 mile-per-hour winds
baked the northwestern part of the state.

Looking at the computer models that were
released in mid-July, the drought has been
changed from “ severe” to “ moderate.”

“Thisareaof the state received decent mois-
turethroughout the period fromApril intomid-
July,” Akulow says. “June was above-normal
precipitation and thefirst part of July wasgood
also.”

Take Goodland for example, areas around
there had up to four inches of rain in June,
Akulow says. Quinter had six inches and Tri-
bune reported seven inchesof rainin June.

As of the middle of July, Goodland had re-
ported 1.23 incheswhich is near normal and a
whole ot better than last year, the meteorol o-
gist says.

Temperatures should be “pretty much sea-
sonal” or below normal amost into southeast-
ern Kansas, according to the meteorol ogist.
With more frequent weather systems and cold

fronts, temperaturesgenerally don’t becomeas
hot or for as long a period of time as the state
experienced the last two or three years. This
doesn’ truleout afew 100-degreedays, particu-
larly inthewest.

Another factor to consider is the possibility
of the monsoons coming in out of the west, ac-
cording toAkulow. That could mean good gen-
eral rainfalls across the High Plains and this
systemusually kicksinduring August and Sep-
tember. It could al so mean high-level moisture,
with lower temperaturesand more cloud cover.

Withthepotential for lesssunshineand more
cloud cover, thewindswon’t howl likethelast
couple of years either, Akulow says. The state
won't see the desert effect like last year when
the sun beat down, the ground was hot and the
moisture evaporated quickly. That afforded the
worst possible situation for growing crops.

“What wehaveshaping up for thenext couple
months isn't a perfect scenario, but it shows
promise for near-average rainfall,” the meteo-
rologist says.“ | know farmerswouldrather hear
about apotential for crop-saving moisturethan
some of the dry, hot windy forecasts of the last
twoor threeyears. At least thissummer wehave
opportunities.”
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John Schlageck hasbeenwriting about far m-
ing and ranching in Kansasfor 25 years. Heis
the managing editor of “ Kansas Living,” a
quarterly magaznededicatedtoagricultureanc
rural lifein Kansas.

About those letters.. . .

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. L ettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby
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