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Child’s eating habits worrisome
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I am the mother of
three — ages 10, 9 and 6. My par-
ents are both gone, so I can’t ask
them about a problem I am having
with “Ashley,” my 6-year-old.

Since she learned to walk at about
10 months, Ashley has eaten just
about anything she could get her
hands on.

She prefers things like hairspray,
makeup, cleaners, soaps, baby oil —
and has even tried bleach. I am
scared that my child is going to do
permanent damage to herself or
even die.

I watch her like a hawk; however,
last night we were at a Daisy Girl
Scout meeting, and Ashley went to
the restroom and was caught spray-
ing air freshener into her mouth.

I have called her pediatrician and
left messages, but he has not re-
turned my calls.

I used to think she was just ex-
tremely curious; now I’m beginning
to think she is obsessed and can’t
resist the urge.

Please advise me how I can save
my beautiful little girl.

— ALARMED IN TOPEKA,
KAN.

DEAR ALARMED: The first
thing you should do is contact an-
other pediatrician. Meanwhile,
lock up the products that are a
danger to her.

Your daughter needs a medical
evaluation, and you must ensure
that she gets one as soon as pos-
sible. Her problem may be caused
by some sort of nutritional defi-
ciency, or she may have an emo-
tional problem.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Milt,” has a friend, “Jack,” whom
I find insufferable. He not only talks
loudly and constantly, but he’s an
exaggerator and a know-it-all.

I respect Milt’s choice to be
friends with Jack, but when he
comes to visit I quietly disappear

into other parts of the house and
avoid his company. Milt told him I
am like this with all his friends. He
said it to spare Jack’s feelings. I do
not run and hide from any of Milt’s
other friends.

My daughter says I’m being rude
to Jack. Is she right? I swear, Abby,
after five minutes of listening to him
talk, I want to pull my hair out and
run screaming from the room. Must
I sit there and endure it for my
husband’s sake?

Milt thinks it’s funny, but my
daughter thinks my behavior is
wrong.  Who’s right?

 — PEACE LOVER IN
SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR PEACE LOVER: It ap-
pears that Jack doesn’t want com-
pany; he craves an audience.
Since your husband and daughter
enjoy him, let them continue to do
the entertaining.

 I see no reason why you should
be hostage to a boor who domi-
nates the conversation to the point
that you’re ready to scream. Con-
tinue to make your exit quiet and
unobtrusive.

DEAR ABBY: I have a question
about birthday etiquette. When
there’s leftover birthday cake from
a party, isn’t it true that the honoree
should be allowed to take it home,
or does the remainder belong to the
person who paid for the cake?

— BIRTHDAY GIRL
DEAR BIRTHDAY GIRL: The

leftover cake should go home with
the birthday girl, if she wants it.
However, if the generous person
who paid for it would like some,

the birthday girl should be willing
to share it. Consider this: Your
hostess may have wanted to be
sure you didn’t eat your cake and
have it, too. (On your hips, I
mean.)

DEAR ABBY: I recently relo-
cated to live near my son, “Gary,”
and his girlfriend, “Gina.”

Gary supports Gina and her three
children, and talks constantly about
marrying her and adopting the kids.
Gary believes that Gina will marry
him one day, but she has confided to
me that once she finishes college
and starts her career, she does not see
herself married to my son.

I’m torn between telling Gary the
truth and hurting him (not to men-
tion damaging our relationship), or
letting him find out in two years that
he has been seriously used.

— TORN MOM IN CALIFOR-
NIA

DEAR TORN: Talk to Gina
and urge her to level with your
son. If she refuses, then you must
do it. If he finds out in two years
that you knew all along that he
was being used and said nothing,
it will be more damaging to your
relationship than if you tell him
the truth now. He won’t like hear-
ing it, but you must tell him what
Gina told you. If he were my son,
I would.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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 Famous Hand
It’s difficult to fathom some of the oddities

that occur in world-championship play. Con-
sider this deal from the 1966 match between
Italy and North America.

At the first table, with Lew Mathe North and
Bob Hamman South for North America, the
bidding went as shown.

Certainly the North-South hands justify bid-
ding a grand slam in notrump, since that con-
tract is certain to come home with a heart lead,
or if the clubs are divided 3-2, or if the jack of
diamonds falls as the A-K-Q are led, or by a
heart finesse if that proves necessary, or, pos-
sibly, by a squeeze.

But it is much easier to proclaim the merits
of seven notrump with the cards exposed than
it is to bid it at the table.

 North’s four-club bid was Stayman, asking
partner to show a four-card major, and South’s
four-diamond response denied having one.

North then leaped to six notrump, knowing
that the combined point count was at most 35
or 36 — a point or two short of the 37 that would
make a grand slam mandatory — and that was
the end of the auction.

When the deal was over and Hamman had
wrapped up 13 tricks, it seemed likely that the
Italian North-South pair at the other table
would either tie the result by also bidding six
notrump or would gain 750 points by reaching
seven notrump.

This was certainly a reasonable expectation,
especially with the highly accurate Giorgio
Belladonna and Walter Avarelli occupying the
North-South seats.

But when Eric Murray and Sami Kehela of
Toronto held the East-West cards against them,
the bidding surprisingly went:

West North     East South
Pass Pass     1 H (!) 3 NT
Pass Pass        (!!) Pass

Tomorrow: A necessary assumption.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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