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Denver man ‘scooting’ across the country to help orphans

By CYNTHIA HAYNES
Oberlin Herald

OBERLIN— Scootingdownthe
road at speeds of up to 25 mph —
downhill with atailwind— aDen-
ver man putt-putted into town last
week on amotorized scooter.

“It’s like a leaf blower on ste-
roids,” said Don Morreale as he
described the unusual vehicle on
which heisridingacrossthecounty.

Hesaid the specially made scoo-
ter hasa40cc, two-strokemotor and
does about 20-22 mph most of the
time.

“| usethehighest octanegasl can
get,” Morreale said, adding that he
premixesthegaswithoil likemost
peopledo for their lawn mowers.

Thelittle vehicle gets about 100
milesper gallon, heestimated. Each
day hetriestotravel about 70 miles,
which takes him five to six hours.
That’s about all hisfeet can stand,
hesaid.

Thisit the second leg of the 50-
something Denver real estatesales-
man’s transcontinental trip. The
first legtook himfrom LasCruses,

Don Morreale taking atranscon-
tinental trip on his scooter.

N.M., on Feb. 15 to San Diego on

March 1.
On July 25, heleft Byers, Colo.,

It's like a leaf blower on steroids.”

Don Morreale

scootering across the country

headed east for the second | eg.

Thefirst night, hesaid, heand a
friend, whoisdriving abackup ve-
hicle, camped in Cope, Colo. The
second night, they spent at amotel
in St. Francis and last week they
stayed at the LandMark Inn. They
then set off on U.S. 36 again, hop-
ing to spend the night in Ken-
sington.

Lastweek, Morrealespoketothe
Oberlin Rotary Club, explaining
why he was undertaking a nearly
2,500 mile journey on a scooter
made by the Mosguito Co. of Salt
Lake City.

He said that he had become fas-
cinated by stories of people cross-
ing the continent on odd convey-
ances— everythingfromunicycles

to ariding lawvnmower — and de-
cided he wanted to do so on a
scooter. (Infact, therewasaguy on
aunicycle following him through
Colorado.)

Hissecondand biggest reason, he
said, isto raise money for orphans
in India. He is hoping to raise
$62,500duringthetrip. That money
will educate athousand orphansin
Indiafor ayear, hesaid.

In 1976, he said, he backpacked
through Indiaand wasstruck by the
friendliness of the people, whoin-
vited him into their homes and fed
him when he was in the middle of
the country inthe small villages.

Near the end of histrip, hesaid,
he visited the Metropolis Restau-
rantin Old Delhi near thetrain sta-

Chase ends when motorcyclist runs out of gas

NORTON —A Coloradomanon
a 2004 Yamaha motorcycle led a
chasethat startedin Norton, dodged
a roadblock near Sappa Creek,
roared through Oberlin and ended
just short of Rawlins County —
when the biker ran out of gas.

Oberlin Police Chief Wade
Lockhart said officerswerenctified
around 11:10p.m. last Saturday that
a state trooper had tried to stop a
man on amotorcycle near Norton,
but theman outranthemand headed
west.

Trooperstold the Oberlin Police

Department about themanand said
he might be heading their way.

L ockhart said Officer Troy Haas
and sheriff’sreserve Deputy Barry
Richards set up aroad block about
one to two miles east of town on
U.S. 36.

The driver, Joel Griffin, 20, of
Thornton, Colo., didn’t stop, the
chief said, but blew right through
theroadbl ock. When hegot totown,
heturned south and flew downWil -
son. Lockhart said he intercepted
thebikeon Victoria. For awhile, he
said, it seemed like every street he

Anhydrous ammonia leak
sends firefighters to coop

By KATHRYN GUFINKEL
The Goodland Star-News

Just before midnight earlier last
week, the Goodland Fire Depart-
ment was called out to the Frontier
Equity Co-op to investigate a sus-
pected|eak of anhydrousammonia.

Scott Gilmer, assistant firechief,
said he arrived on the scene and
suitedupinfull bunker gear withan
air pack to investigate the odor.

Gilmer said he and another fire-
fighter foundaslowleak onavalve
of one of the tanks, which they
quickly sealed. Another eight
firefighters were on standby at the
scene.

Lance Keys, the coop fertilizer
manager, saidthevalvehad cracked
openalittlebit. Hesaid thetank had
just comeinfromafarmer and was
only about 5 percent full when it

begantoleak.

Gilmer said anhydrousammonia
gasdissipatesonitsown, butit can
bedangerousif itisnear people.

The Coop is away from any
houses, he noted, so it was not a
public danger.

Sherman County Sheriff Doug
Whitsondidfileareport onthetheft
of anhydrousammoniaat 6:45a.m.
Tuesday at Dorman BrothersLLC
on Road 21. He said Tony Sieck, a
Dorman employee, noticed a leak
and reported it to the sheriff’s of -
fice. Whitson said there is no way
to tell how much anhydrous was
takenanditisalmostimpossibleto
identify asuspect.

“Not on these,” he said. “We
never get asuspect. Wejustfileitin
case we get something on it. It’s
pretty cut and dried.”

St. Francis board hires coach,
searches for used activity bus

ST. FRANCIS — School isjust
weeks away and the St. Francis
Board of Education is making last
minute decisions.

Prior to the meeting, Ward
Cassidy, counselor in the high
school, had agreedto coachthehigh
school boys' basketball team. He
will be the only coach thisyear as
the team is estimated to be fairly
small.

There are two vacancies which
will need to be filled including an
assistant coachinhighschool girls
basketball and a co-sponsor of the
high school cheerleading squad.

The board accepted the resigna-
tionof Vicki Killingsworthwhohad
been the high school daytime cus-

todian. Superintendent Carl Werner
said the new breakfast and lunch
ticket priceswerereviewedfirstand
it was also mentioned that thetext-
book rental feeswould remain the
same: kindergarten, $10; and
gradesonethrough 12, $15.

The 2005 fiscal year budget is
projectedtoremainthesameaslast
year at 34.152 mills.

The budget hearing will be held
at the next board meeting on Aug.
12.

The board and administration
will becontinuingtolook for aused
coach-type activity bus. It was
notedthat when, andif, agood used
busisfound, theadministrationwill
need to take action.

entered ended with adead end, but
he managed to get away.

Lockhart saidMr. Griffinshot up
Penn Avenue and headed west on
U.S. 36withRichardsand Haason
histail.

Themotorcycleranout of gasjust
before the Rawlins County line at
11:56 p.m. Officersarrested himfor
attemptingtoeludeapoliceofficer,

recklessdriving and drivingwitha
revoked license.

L ockhart saidhewasn’t surehow
fast Griffin was traveling in town,
but when he was outrunning the
troopers, he was exceeding 120
mph. Griffin was being held in
Norton County, but will be sent to
Decatur County whenthey arefin-
ished with him.

Thanksto the voterd

Thank you for your support during
the primary. | would appreciate
your continued support in the
November general election.

Jm Cousins, for Thomas
County Commissioner #2

Paid for by Jim Cousins
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UNLIMITED

Round the Clock

CALLING
$35

monthly access

Sheridan County
“Weld” Demo Derby

Aug. 15th, 2004 - 2:00 p.m.

$750 1st, $500 2nd, $250 3rd
Minis - $500 1st, $250 2nd, $100 3rd

Gates Open 12:00 noon
Adults $8.00 - Children $6.00
Under 5 Free
Call Fred Pratt 675-1083 or
Terry Brown 675-2213
for registration or info

Sponsored by the Sheridan Co. Fairboard

call 1-800-GO CELLULAR
or visit unicel.com today!

Stop by your neighborhood store,

tion. It's one of the few placesin
Indiathat you can get a steak, he
said.

As he | eft the restaurant, he no-
ticedthat al thescrapsfromdiners
plates were thrown in apilein the
aley.

Thepilewasswarmingwithchil-
dren, hesaid.

He realized that these were or-
phans— children nobody wanted.

Thenandthere, hesaid, heprom-
ised he would do something for
theseferal children, but after hegot
homethememory faded ashewent
about hisdaily life.

However, last year arock-climb-
ing buddy from Indiawaskilledin
an accident.

Athisfuneral,Morrealesaid, his
mother asked that instead of flow-
ers, people give money to SOS
Children’sVillages, agroup which
builds homes for orphans around

theworld.

It was then, he said, he remem:-
bered hispromiseand knew what he
wanted to do.

While heis paying all his ex-
penses, Morreaesaid, theFoathills
Rotary Club of Denver is sponsor-
ing him and he plans to stay with
Rotarianson hisjourney and speak
at club meetings.

In Oberlin, he collected $110 af -
ter histalk.

“They werereally generous,” he
said.

Donations can be sent to SOS
Children’sVillages- U.S.A, atten-
tion Anne Derby, 1317 F. Street
N.W., Suite 550, Washington, D.C.,
20004 or toDonMorreale, 1266 S.
WilliamsSt., Denver, Colo., 80210.
Makeall checksout to SOS Child-
ren’s Villages - U.S.A. and put
Scooter Fundfor Indiainthebottom
left-hand corner.

[Per 100-gram sérving

Species {Grams)

Fal

Buffalo 2.42
Beel (select) 8.09
Pork 9.66,
Chicken* 7. -Iu
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part of life here.

¢ Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes
¢ Unlimited Night & Weekend Minutes
¢ Unlimited Incoming Text Messages

* Unlimited Incoming Calls

Unlimited Anytime Minutes

New 24-month service agreement required on all promotions.

1-800-GO CELLULAR 462-3558]

Unicel Retail Stores: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1

Unicel Authorized Agents: Atwood: Decision Weather Colby: Kansas Country Store Goodland: Mobile Connections
Great Bend: Karla’s Salon « Palabra De Vida Hays: Horizon Appliance  Midwest Drugs LaCrosse: Dean’s Auto Sales
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Unicel’s UNLIMITED ROUND THE CLOCK CALLING
Never worry about minutes again!

Call anytime and talk all you want for one low monthly fee.
Unlimited Round the Clock Calling includes:

GUARANTEE

www.unicel.com

Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co. Norton: Computer Pro Phillipshurg: Computer Pro Plainville: Saven Video
Sharon Springs: Amber’s Hair Design Smith Center: Family Healthmart St. Francis: Steven’s KS Territorial
Stockton: Primetime Wakeeney: True Value

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Offer subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. Additional fees
will be added to your bill for each line of service to help defray Unicel’s costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations;
these fees are not taxes or government-required charges. $25 activation fee required on all new activations. $200 early termination fee
applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit may be required. Unlimited plan and features only apply within Unicel's home
licensed and operated area. Outgoing text messages are 10¢ per message. Digital features and service are not available in all areas
and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Requires use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Must meet
applicable legal age requirements, present valid ID and have a user address within the Unicel Home Area. Federal, state and local taxes
and surcharges apply. Limited time offer; other restrictions apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions.




