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Jodie Touslee and her daughter, Elizabeth, visited with (left)
Rhonda Kropp, secretary at Colby Grade School, during enroll-
ment Tuesday in the high school commons area. Elizabeth en-
rolled infirstgrade, her mother said. School officials said as many
as 600 families were involved in the enrollment process and the
estimated count for the 2004-05 school yearis at 1,000 students.

New student enrollmentwas held today at each individual build-
ing. Anyone who missed enrollment should contact either Colby
Grade School, 460-5100; Middle School, 460-5200 or High
School, 460-5300, prior to the first day of school on Thursday,
Aug. 19. For other general questions, call the administration
building at 460-5000.

4-H livestock auction nets over $90,000

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Oneof themajor highlightseach
year at the Thomas County Fair is
the annual 4-H Livestock Auction
and this year more than $90,000
was raised to benefit youth animal
projects.

Theevent thisyear washeld Fri-
day at the fairgrounds with more
than 100 business representatives
or individual sattending to buy one
or moreanimals.

In addition to the buyers, more
than 60 youthfrom all thearea4-H
clubs sold either market beef, hog

orlamb, aongwithyearlingmarket
bucket calves at the auction. In to-
tal, over 100 animals were auc-
tioned off, said Joe L eibbrandt,
Thomas County extension agent.
“Theaveragepriceper poundon
steer at the sale was $1.36, hogs at
$2.21 per pound and sheepat $1.91
per pound,” he said, “and thisis
higher thanin past years.”
Participants from the Brewster
PrairieGem Clubincluded Quintin
and Rose Bear, Michael and Ste-
phenie Eicher, Amy and Ashley
Carpenter,Audrey and Kasey Hoyt,
Kayla Ryan, Avery and Whitney
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windsaround 5 mph.

50s.
Thenumbers
Tuesday’shigh, 79
Low thismorning, 53
Year ago today, 87 and 64
August total, 0.75

Soil temperature, 64
Thesour ces:

ing (785) 899-7119.
Water use

Water advisories

Russell Springs
A comfortable outlook

Tonight...Mostly cloudy early in the evening then becoming
partly cloudy. A slight chance of thunderstorms. Lowsin the 50s.
Light winds. Chance of thunderstorms 20 percent.

Thursday...Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chanceof thunderstorms
in the afternoon. Highsin the upper 70s. Northeast winds 5 to 10
mph. Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin the 50s. Southeast

Friday...Partly cloudy. Highsaround 80. Southwinds5to 10 mph.
Satur day..Partly cloudy. Highsinthelower 80s. L owsintheupper

Recordsfor Aug. 11, 109in 1935 and 46 in 1931

Precipitation past 48 hoursto 8 am. today, 0.62

The forecast is from the National Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest Research-Extension Center, Col by.
A recordedforecast updated throughout theday isavailableby call-

Current temperatures are available by calling 460-TEMP.
* Aug. 9=2.810 million gallons.
» Water Watch is3.5million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

» Water War ningis4.0 million gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.
» Water Emer gency is4.5milliongallonsfor 3 consecutivedays.
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Schultz, Andrew and Miranda
Starns, BayleeWestover, and Wyatt
Werth.

Abilene Hustlers from Rexford
included Hannah and Keagan
Strange, BrandonandAshley Stan-
dage, Bailey, Emily and Shelby
Terrell, Bailey Herron, Andy
Huelsman, Scott Johnston, Bran-
don and Joshua Mazanec, Chase,
D.J. and Lane Rietcheck, Rocque
Russell, Brady and Tatym Rundel,
Case and Colton Rundel, and Jus-
tinand Kelsey Shields.

The Colby group, Solomon Val-
ley, included Amy, Dana, Brenda,

and Sally Wilson, Connor and Tif-
fany Wilson, Quinnlyn and Quade
Woofter, Chance and Jena Cran-
ston, Nichelle Erskine, Amanda
Fromholtz, Clint and Shawna
Goossen, Lissa, Raya and Trent
Mazanec, and Lindsey and Robin
Wilson.

TheGem4-H Clubmemberspar-
ticipating were Clay and Lucus
Phillips of Selden and Jeremy and
Katera Harter of the Abilene Hus-
tlersand Colby Comets.

Buyers, sellersandgrandandre-
servegrand championswill appear
inalater edition of the Free Press.

Relay For Life
still searching
for more teams

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Withjust over aweek away from
Thomas County’s largest slumber
party, Relay For Life, teamsarestill
needed, said Carla Sharp, chairing
thisyear'sevent.

Now initseleventhyear, the Re-
lay For Lifeevent beginsat 7 p.m.,
Friday, Aug. 20, concluding at 7
am., Saturday, Aug. 21, at Dennen
Field, shesaid.

“Colby has hosted thisevent for
more than a decade, contributing
nearly $200,000 toward lifesaving
programs and the ultimate goal of
findingacurefor cancer,” said Bob
Coleman, in charge of corporate
sponsorshipsthisyear.

Coleman, who has been on the
American Cancer Society’s Relay
For Lifecommitteefor nineyears,
said he continues to volunteer be-
causeacurefor cancer issodesper-
ately needed.

Each year the “ Cancer Survivor
Victory Lap,” honorsthose cancer
survivors who are winning the
battle, he said.

“Whenthosesurvivorsmakethat
victory lap, it shows me that the
donations are helping to find a
cure,” Coleman said.

Anyonewhohassurvived cancer

Regarding the number of teams,
Sharp said, there are seven groups
signed up.

“We had originally hoped for 15
teamsthisyear, butrealistically the
committeewoul d be happy to have
10teams,” shesaid.

Businesses, groups, organiza-
tions, government entities or indi-
viduals can form ateam, she said.

I deally, ateam should consist of
10to 12 peoplesinceevery teamis
required to have a“walker” on the
track at all timesduringthe 12-hour
period, she said.

Since the committee would like
tohaveasmany teamsjointheevent
aspossible, Sharpsaidthedeadline
has been extended until Wednes-
day, Aug. 18.

In addition to the victory lap,
which kicks off the event, thereis
also aluminary lighting ceremony
from 9 to 10 p.m. on Friday, she
said.

“This ceremony honors those
whoeither arecontinuingtheir own
personal battlewith cancer or those

Colby has
hosted this event
for morethan a
decade, contribut-
ing nearly $200,000
toward lifesaving
programs and the
ultimate goal of
finding acure for
cancer.”

Bob Coleman
Relay For Life committee

who havelost thefight,” shesaid.
During that hour, the names of
those honoreeswill be announced.
For thosewhowouldliketohave
the name of aloved one honorec
during the one-hour ceremony,
Sharp asks that they call her or
Colemanandfor adonation, alumi-
nary for that person will belit.
Throughout the 12-hour event,
Sharp said therewill be music pro-
vided by Andrew Breeseand Karen
Higerd, bothmembersof the Com-
munity Awareness Team. Food,
gamesand other entertainment will
also be highlighted throughout the
night and into the morning hours.
Peoplewho havesurvived cancer
andareinterestedinparticipatingin
thevictory lapat 7 p.m., shouldcall
Sharp at either 460-7451 or 460-
4881 or Colemanat 462-2724. Any-
one planning to walk the first lap
will also receive afree T-shirt.
Otherswantingtoformateamare
asked to call Sharp, who will give
them a donation packet and infor-
mation about being ateam.
All other questions can be di-
rected to both Sharp or Coleman.
“Relay For Life,” said Sharp,
“bringstheprogressagainst cancer
totheforefront and Relay For Life
brings together friends, families,
businesses, hospitals, schools,
churches and more — all with the
goal of supportingacurefor cancer
— pleaseplantoattend or hel pwith
adonation.”

Seminar in Colby focuses on sexual assault

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Law enforcement officials,
health care providersand other in-
terested individuals are learning
moreabout how to deal with sexual
assault in their communities at a
training seminar at Colby Commu-
nity Collegethisweek.

A “ Sexual Assault Nurse Exam-
iner/Sexual Assault Response
Team” education course, being
taught by Diana Schunn, a sexual
assault nurse examiner and sexual
assault responseteammanager with
ViaChristi Regional Medical Cen-
terinWichitaandthedirector of the
Kansas Sexual Assault Network,
got underway Monday and contin-
uesthrough Friday.

Membersof theThomasCounty
Sheriff’s Office and Colby Police
Department are among the law en-
forcement officials undergoing

training. C.D. Hopper, aninvesti-
gator with the sheriff’s office, and
deputy JaneMcDougal arealso at-
tending the training session.

Hopper said he'snever takenthe
sexual assault responseteamtrain-
ing before but said the class has
been very good and the instructors
are“excellent.”

He said he hopes the training
leads to the establishment of are-
sponse team in the community.

Hewasal so happy to seeso many
people attending.

“I"'mreally pleasedwiththeturn-
out,” hesaid.

McDougal said she'sgladfor the
chance to get the medical and law
enforcement communitiesto work
together.

“I think it's great training,” she
said.

Gary Shull, aninvestigator with
the Colby Police Department, said

part of thegoal of thelocal training
istogetanadvocatemoreinvolved
in Colby.

“1 want to see how we can better
integratetheadvocate,” Shull said,
adding in the past most sexual as-
sault casesin the community have
usually involved just the hospital
and police.

“It’s been very informative,”
Shull said.

Hesaid many of thepeopleat the
training session are nursesfrom as
far away as North Platte, Neb. and
also police officers from Oakley
and Goodland. Tuesday morning,
thegrouplearned about mandatory
reporting, or who hasto report.

“It means if your mind’s gone
there, you’ vegot your level of sus-
picion,” instructor Schunn said.

Shesaidlicensed healthcarepro-
fessionals are required by law to
make areport to Social and Reha-

bilitative Servicesandif they’ renot
open, to call law enforcement anc
thennotify SRSassoonaspossible.

Schunnsaidit’sagoodideatodo
both and afailureto report in Kan-
sasisaclass B misdemeanor.

She said there's usually confu-
sionover thelegal ageof consentin
Kansas, which is 16 years of age.
Shesaid if achild isunder 16 anc
there’s suspicion of abuse or if
they’ re between the ages of 16- tc
18-years-old and there'sbeenille-
gal activity, itisrequired by law tc
bereported.

Shesaidtheagelimit wasset be-
causeunder 16, achildisn'tlegally
old enough or capable enough tc
givetheir own consent.

“Weareinauniquenursingrole,”
shesaid, addinganurse’sroleinthat
situation is to be a neutral fact-
finder and that an advocate is the
one providing emotional support.

m B riefl v emees—————————————
y Blood donations needed for drive

Leadership applications wanted

TheQuest and L eadership ThomasCounty applicationformshavebeen
sent to those nominated, said L eilani Thomas, one of the coordinators.
The Quest istheinformational piecewhich explainsthe program. It has
also been sent to the executive officers of some of the larger organiza-
tions in Thomas County who may also nominate their employees. The
sessions will be held the third Wednesdays beginning in October and
running throughApril. For thosewho did not receivean applicationform
and areinterestedintheprogram, stop by the Colby Conventionand Visi-
torsBureau and pick upaform. ApplicationsaredueFriday, Aug. 20with
the class being announced Sept. 17. For questions, call 460-3401.

The Thomas County Chapter of theAmerican Red Crossisholding a
blood drivefrom noonto 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 17 at the Colby Com-
munity Building. For information on donating blood or to schedule an
appointment todonate, call 1-800-GIVELIFE or visit www.redcross.org/
br/centralplains. Inaddition, volunteersarestill needed. If interested, call

(785) 462-2082.

‘Sneak Peak’ at Colby Grade School

Colby Grade School will beopen onWednesday, Aug. 18from5-6 p.m.
for students to meet their teachers and tour the classrooms, said Terrell
Harrison, principal. For questions, call 460-5100.
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