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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Test Your Play
1. You are East, defending against Three No-

trump, South having opened one notrump, raised by
North to three. Your partner leads the four of spades.
You cover dummy’s five with the seven, and de-
clarer wins with the queen. South leads the jack of
diamonds, which you win with the queen. What
would you play next?

NORTH
S 10 9 5;  H K J 2;   D K 9 8 3;   C K 10 2
EAST
S  7 2      H 9 8 4 3    D Q 4 2    C A Q J 5
2. You are declarer with the West hand at Seven

Spades. North leads the king of hearts. How would
you play the hand?

WEST                       EAST
S A K Q J 5 3        S 10 9 8
H -                        H 9 6 5 2
D A K Q J        D 10 9 5
C 7 4 3        C A K 6
1. The correct return is the five of clubs! This play

will almost certainly defeat the contract.
Judging from declarer’s play, it is highly likely

that your partner has the ace of diamonds. South
could have something like: S AKQ H AQ65 D J10
C 9863. That would be consistent with his opening
notrump bid and the play to the first two tricks. He
can scarcely have the ace of diamonds and attack
the suit without cashing the ace first.

Once West is credited with the ace of diamonds,
his spades cannot be good enough to justify a spade
return. South’s weak spot is obviously in clubs, and
that is the place to attack. Note that the five must be
led, not the queen or jack. When West gets in with
the diamond ace, his club return defeats the contract.

2. Ruff the heart high and cross to dummy with a
trump. Assuming both opponents follow suit, which
is likely, ruff another heart high, return to dummy
with a trump and ruff still another heart. Then play
a club to the king and ruff dummy’s last heart. This
runs you out of trumps, but dummy still has one.

Now lead a club to the ace and play the ten of
trumps, discarding your club loser. Then claim the
last four tricks with the A-K-Q-J of diamonds.

This method of play succeeds whether the trumps
are divided 2-2 or 3-1. In all, you score seven trump
tricks (four heart ruffs in your hand, plus dummy’s
10-9-8 of spades), four diamonds and two clubs.

Tomorrow: Solution to a predicament.

 Solution to a Predicament
Good bridge requires great mental effort. Merely

planning to rely on past experience in similar situa-
tions will not be good enough in many cases; you
must also be able to think things out — independent
of what has happened to you before.

For example, take this case where South got to an
excellent grand slam and went down one, losing 100
points when he should have made seven diamonds
and scored 2,340 points instead.

It didn’t take South long to go astray. He won the
trump lead with the ten and continued with the ace,
on which East discarded a club.

At this point, declarer realized that the only real
threat to the contract was the possibility that the
hearts might not be divided 3-2. Accordingly, at trick
three he led a heart to the queen and then led a heart
back to the ace. Unfortunately, West ruffed, and the
grand slam went down the drain.

Declarer would have done much better had he
taken more effective steps to guard against unfavor-
able divisions in both diamonds and hearts. All he
had to do was cash the ace of clubs at trick two, then
lead a low trump to dummy’s nine.

Upon discovering the 4-1 trump division, declarer
ruffs a club, leads a spade to the queen and ruffs
another club with his last trump. Now a spade to the
king, followed by the K-J of trumps, puts an end to
the matter.

By playing this way, South scores all 13 tricks
regardless of how the hearts are divided. He finishes
with his four natural trump tricks, two club ruffs in
his hand, the A-K-Q of spades, the Q-K-A of hearts
and the ace of clubs. It all seems ridiculously easy
if you stop to think about it. The hard part is to think
of it!
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