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Thecommentscoveredawide
range, from “it's about time” to
“he’s the proof in the pudding
that nice guysdon’t alwaysfin-
ishlast.”

But to Bob Mannebach, popu-
lar Colby High School teacher,
cross country coach and former
head boys' basketball coach, the
honor hereceived | ast week was
special becauseit camefromhis
peers — those who know the
game of basketball inside and
out, know thesacrificesmadeon
behal f of mentoringyoung play-
ersand know theresulting satis-
factionwhentheir chargesshare
the spotlight for missions ac-
complished.

Peer review and acceptance
was Coach Mannebach’s night
inthespotlight whenhetraveled
to Topeka on Aug. 4 to be in-
ducted into the Kansas Basket-
ball CoachesAssociation “Hall
of Fame.” A reception allowed
family, friends, fellow coaches
and othersto convey their per-
sonal congratulations, and then
later at half-time of the boys’
KBCA All-Star Gamein Lee
Arena on the campus of
Washburn University, he was
officially introduced and then
presented with awardsrecogniz-
ing hisinductionintotheHall —
adream cometrue.

Two plaques were presented,
oneto CoachMannebachandthe

other to be placed in the Hall of
Fame at the Sports Arena in
Hutchinson where it shares space
withall theotherinducteessincethe
program’sfounding in 1984.

In histwo years as coach of the
Colby High School Eagles, 1990-
1992, Mannebach'’s Eagles cap-
tured a Sub-State runner-up finish
and also a Northwest Kansas
L eague championship.

Hisbiggest success story was at
SacredHeart High School at Salina
where, over 21 seasons, his teams
posted 306 winsand 167 losses, and
wonfour statetitles—threeof them
consecutives in 1979, 1980 and
1981.

He started his career in 1963 at
Esbon. In 1967 he arrived on the
basketball sceneat Grinnell where,
inthe1967-68 season, histeamtook
district champion honors and in
1968-69 won the Grinnell Invita-
tional, the Western Kansas L eague
crown, weredistrict championsand
regional runner-up.

In 1969 he moved to Salina Sa-
cred Heart where he coached until
1990. Herearesomeof theachieve-
mentstacked up onthewallsof the
Salina Catholic high school:

1970-71, Sacred Heart Invita-
tional champions; 1971-72,
NorthCentral Kansas League
champions, District champions,
Regional runner-up; 1973-74,
Geneseo Invitational champions;
1974-75, Central Prairie League
champions, Concordialnvitational
champions, Regional champions,
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Sub-State champions, undefeated
Statechampionswitha27-Orecord,;
1975-76, Central Prairie East
L eague champions, Concordialn-
vitational champions, Regional
champions; 1976-77, NCAA
League champions; 1977-78,
NCAA League champions, Sub-
State champions; 1978-79, NCAA
L eague champions, Sub-State
champions, State champions,
record 23-2; 1979-80, NCAA
L eague champions, Sub-State
champions, State champions,
record 22-3; 1980-81, NCAA
L eague champions, Salina Invita-
tional champions, Sub-Statecham-
pions, Statechampions, record 24-
1; 1982-83, Sub-State champions;
1983-84, NCAA League champi-
ons, Sub-Staterunner-up; 1985-86,
Salina Invitational champions,
Sub-Statechampions; and 1989-90,
Cottonwood Valley L eague cham-
pions.

In 1975, Mannebach was assis-
tant coach of the East Team for the
Kansas Jaycees Cerebral Palsy
Sports Classic All-Star Game in
Wichita; in1978-79, hewasnamed
Salina Journal “ AreaCoach of the
year;” 1979-80, Topeka Capital-
Journal “Coachof theYear;” 1980-
81, WichitaEagle-Beacon “Coach
of theYear” and KansasBasketball
Coaches Association Class 4A
“Coach of the Year;” and in 1989,
KSAL Radio Sportscasters Club
“Coach of the Year.”

In additional to his personal in-
duction into the Hall of Fame this
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Colby High School’'s Bob Mannebach flashes a smile as he displays the plaque presented during
his induction into the Kansas Basketball Coaches Association “Hall of Fame.” The ceremony was

held Aug. 4 at Topeka.

year, his 1975 Sacred Heart Team
wasinductedintotheKBCA Hall of
Famein 1989.

Mannebach al so served asabas-
ketball clinician for the Heart of
America Coaches Clinic, Kansas
State High School ActivitiesAsso-
ciation Coaches Clinic and the
South DakotaHigh School Activi-
tiesAssociation Coaches Clinic.

Coach Mannebach graduated
from Menlo High School in 1959,
earned his BS degree in business
from Fort Hays State University in
1963 and hisM Sdegreeinbusiness,
alsofrom FHSU, in 1968.

Mannebachisbusy carvingout a
nichein still another sport — cross
country at Colby High School. His
teamshavehad alot of successand

thegirl runners, particularly, have
worn the Northwest Kansas
League crown for nearly more
times than the number of fingers
on their hands.

His life has been a life of
mentoring young people. Success
has been pretty much his stamp.

Coach Bob and wife Evelyn,
livein Colby.

SportsLine

Tourney to benefit

Trojan basketball

The Colby Community College
Trojan basketball golf tournament
and benefit auction will be held at
the Colby Country Club on Tues-
day,Aug. 24. Registrationisat 9:30
a.m., shotgun start at 10 am., so-
cial hour at 5 p.m. and benefit auc-
tion at 5:30 p.m. Thisisafour-per-
son scramble. The cost is $60 per
person (includes cart, lunch, hors
d’ oeuvres). Contact assi stant coach
John Woods at 462-3984 x317 for
detailsortosignupyour team. Auc-
tion items include: Larry Walker
return game tickets (Cardinals at
Rockies); Broncos tickets;
autographed Purdue basketball by
K-State grad Gene Keady;

autographed sports memorabilia;
golf Items And the big plusis an
opportunity to meet former NBA
All-Star OtisBirdsong.

Hunter Education

Coursereminder
TheKansasDepartment of Wild-
lifeand Parks, Colby volunteer in-
structorsand the Col by Recreation
Department, have scheduled a
“Hunter Education Course” in
Colby. Itwill takeplaceat theColby
Community Building on Tuesday,
Aug. 24 and Thursday, Aug. 26
from 6:30-9:30 p.m., and on Satur-
day, Aug. 28 from 8:30a.m.-12:30
p.m. Range activity will be from
1:30-3:30p.m., weather permitting.
Thiswill betheonly classin Colby

before the “Youth Outdoor Skills
Day.” Studentsmust attend all ses-
sions. Anyonebornon or after July
1,1957 musttakeand passaHunter
Education Course before they can
hunt in Kansas. Students must pre-
enroll at The Pirates Den,
Southwind Plaza, Colby. For more
information, call (785) 462-6631,
462-7602 or 462-3367.

‘“Youth Shoot’'on

Sunday’s schedule
The Colby Trap Club and the
KansasDepartment of Wildlifeand
Parks' “Pass It On” program are
sponsoring a“ Youth Shoot” this
coming Sunday from 3p.m.-6 p.m.
at the Trap Club five mileswest of
Colby onHwy. 24to Th.Co.Rd. 16,
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then south one mile. Trap house
one will be afree shoot for all
youth, women and new shooters.
Taphousetwoandtheskeet houses
will be open for the more experi-
enced shooter. Shotguns, shotgun
shells and blue rock will be pro-
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vided for trap house one by the
Colby Trap Club and the “Pass It
On” program. For more informa-
tion, call TimHansen at (785) 460-
2710, Bob Luck at 462-8857 (day)
or 462-3701 after 6 p.m., or Benny
Young at 462-7602.
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\Congratulations to...
| Colby City Rec
ROOKIE GIRLS
Grey Team

\place with a record of 13-0!
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Back Row L-R: BrennaMcKee, Kenzie Curry, Megan Bear, L eah Jennings,
Kasey Hoyt, Emilea Finley, Shelby Crampton and Coach Shawn Curry.
Front Row L-R: Kaylie Reeh, MacK enzie Edmundson, AlexaHaas, Abby
Friesen and Morgan Vap

What an outstanding season!




