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Planning board
looks for Input
on super center

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby Planning Commis-
sion is wanting public input from
businessesand residentsregarding
the possibility of allowing amega/
super center tolocatewithinthecity
limits.

Brent Wiedeman, with the com-
mission, along with others on that
board met late last week to discuss
the economic impact that a mega
center, such as the type Wal-Mart
has in other communities, would
have on Colby businesses and its
impact on future development.

Inaletter hesenttothecity coun-
cil, Wiedeman said that such a su-
per store would have adomino ef-
fect on virtually every business
owner in town with many on the
commission believing this would
eventually put most of those stores
out of business.

Theissuefirst cameto the atten-
tion of Wiedeman and othersthat a
Super Wal-Mart was considering
Colby asalocation. Whilethereis
no set limit for square footage
withinthezoningregulations, other
than according to the lot size the
building would be located on, the

commission believes this should
now beconsidered by thecity coun-
cil.

The commission would like the
city council to review its recom-
mendation to limit any individual
storeor retail spaceby notallowing
it to exceed 50,000 square feet.

Following last Thursday’s plan-
ning commission meeting, Wiede-
man sent Carolyn Armstrong, city
manager, a 13-page report to re-
view and passalong to the council.

In the report, Wiedeman said he
believes a Super Wal-Mart would
be“astep inthewrong direction,”
citing pageafter pageof newspaper
articles, statistical studiesandvari-
ouscommentsfromother planning
commissionsaround thecountry on
how such astorehasaffected them.

Thecouncil will discusstheissue
duringitsregular meetingonTues-
day at 7:30 p.m.

However, no action on this par-
ticular item isexpected.

Planning commission members,
in addition to Wiedeman, are
Charles Schwanke, Ken Frahm,
Ivan Lee, Hal Kistler, Tylon Men-
gel, Paul Bailey, Al Gerstner and
L ana Johnson.

Council agenda noted

TheColby City Council will hold
its regular meeting on Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in council chambers.

Inadditiontothecouncil discuss-
ing concerns raised at the recent
planning commission meeting, it
will also be discussing the petition
from downtown merchants on the
intersection project, aresolutionto
authorizeimprovementstothecity
water supply, improvement to the
Armory building parkinglotandan
amendmenttothecity’ sinvestment

policy.

Thecouncil isexpectedtodecide
on a proposal to develop a grant
applicationfor updating theairport
layout plan, awarding bids for the
electric department’s pickup and
amending an ordinance dealing
with storage containers within the
city.

Therewill be a closed-door ses-
sion on contract negotiations and
discussion on diamond grinding
intersections.

For questions or an agenda, call
462-4410.

Health supervisor resigns

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sioners at their meeting thismorn-
ing accepted aresignation at the
health department and approved
new equipment for thecounty land-
fill. Theboardwentinto executive
sessionto discusspersonnel issues,
whichresultedintheresignation of
Kathy Ryan, R.N., as head of the
Thomas County Health Depart-
ment. Her resignation is effective
Sept. 1 or whenthe commissioners
find areplacement. Ryan, however,
will continuefull-timewiththede-
partment asanurse.

“We accept it with regret,” said
Commissioner Ron Evans. “ She's
been a wonderful head for our
health department.”

Larry Jumper, landfill superin-
tendent, was given permission last
week to start a search for a used
trashtruck for thelandfill. Hecame
back today with information on a
used 1996 Ford refusetruck froma
company in Tampa, Fla.

Forecast

Tonight...Partly cloudy with
a chance of thunderstorms.
Lows in the mid 60s. South
wind 10 mph. Chanceof rain30
percent. Tuesday...Partly sun-
ny with a chance of thunder-
storms. Highsinthelower 90s.
South wind 10 to 15 mph.
Chance of rain 30 percent.
Tuesday night...Partly cloudy
withachanceof thunderstorms.
Lowsinthe60s. .

By thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 94

L ow thismorning, 63

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation,1.88

Water Usage/Colby

Aug. 15-16-17 = 2.526 mil-
lion-gallon average per day

Thecommissionersapprovedthe
purchase of the truck and delivery
for approximately $40,000, which
was $5,000 under cost and freight,
Evanssaid.

Jumper told the commissioners
thetruck doesn’t comewith awar-
ranty but the company will inspect
it before delivery and help pay for
partsif something goeswrong dur-
ing thefirst 30 days.

“It’'sat | east something,” hesaid.

The truck will be delivered by
flatbedtruck.“I’mgladyou’ reget-
ting it delivered,” said Commis-
sioner Duane Dawes.

The commissioners also ap-
pointed Gene Huelsmann as clerk
for South Randall Township.

Evansalso had praisefor thefair
board. By speaker phone, he told
Mark Miller, chairman, “ The Tho-
mas County Commissioners are
extremely pleased with the 2003
fair.” He said the event was “ out-
standing” andthat theboard’ scoop-
eration with the amusement asso-
ciation was"“wonderful.”

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Thisyear’sThomasCounty Re-
lay for Liferaised approximately
$9,000 for the American Cancer
Society. Theevent washeld from
7 p.m. Friday to 7 am. Saturday
at Dennen Fieldin Colby.
Event organizer Cheryl
Schwarz said the amount was
down from last year’s total of

Sgt. Jim Griffin and Sgt. First Class Don Morton of the Kansas
National Guard get ready to lead a group around the track dur-
ing the Survivor’s Walk to kick off the 2003 Thomas County Re-

Thomas County Relay for Life raises $9,000

about $18,000.

She said this year there were
fewer teams entered.

“Not as good as last year,”
Schwarz said. “But we had agood
time There's always another time
tobringitup.”

Therewasstill agood turnout for
the event, she said, and it brought
the community together.

Schwarz said shewantedtothank

lay for Life on Friday at Dennen Field in Colby. The event raised
about $9,000 for cancer research for the American Cancer So-
ciety. Members from 10 teams walked all night at the event.

the sponsorsand thecommitteefor
their hardwork andalso Tucker Sto-
ver, who provided music all night
for theevent.

Sponsors were BankWest, Kan-
sas Quick Lube, Jeannie Solko,
Secrest Inc., Farmersand M erchant
Bank, Tom and Mary Hurtt, Taco
John’s, Time Warner Cable, First
National Bank, Cheryl Schwarz
Dance Center, Palace Drug Store,

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Colby Bowl and Fun Center,
Comfort Inn, Village Laundro-
mat, Leroy’s Printing, Camp Inn
Gasand Oil, National Guard Ar-
mory, Midwest Energy and T& S
Productions.

Schwarz alsohasajumpstarton
next year's Relay for Life. She
said if anyone wants to enter a
team for 2004 or be on the plan-
ning committeeto call 462-3232.

—rfom Mingo with love

Reluctant sheriff ‘arrests stinky suspect

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

MINGO — There'sjust no way
towriteabout skunkswithout stink-
ing up the place.

Or isthere?

WillieEngel hardt, of Mingo, and
neighbor Bill Frerichs, together
have disposed of somewhere near
60 of the black and white outcasts
thisyear. Engelhardt’s total, as of
thismorning, was 18 and Frerichs
was40 plus.

Their traps are kept busy.

They feed them cat food. Not be-
causetheylikeskunks, but because
skunkslikecat food. And that’sthe
lureto get themto enter their traps.

Once inside and the trap door
slams shut, they’ re dead ringers.

Engelhardt puts histrap bearing
the skunk in the trunk of his car,
heads out of town, pulls off to the
side of the road, opens the trunk,
grabsthetrap, opensthe trap door,
letsthe skunk out and takes careful
aim, and ... bam! End of skunk.

“I’ve actually been doing this
since late in December,”
Engelhardt said. “ They are such
pests. There are so many of them.”
He wasn’'t ready to advance his
theory for the seemingly endless
populationin thislittle town south
of Colby.

Engelhardt said most people,
whenthey think of skunks, think of
the awful smell they discharge.
“Skunks aren’t out looking for
people to spray,” Engelhardt said.
“If you seeoneand it appearsto be

walking in your direction, simply
freeze — it'll go by right you and
won't bother to spray you.” They
will discharge their dreaded odor
toward someoneif they feel threat-
ened.

Engelhardt related a humorous
story, involving a skunk he had
caught, but before destroying it he
wanted Sheriff Tom Jonesto seeit.
“Tom thinks| make up alot of this
skunk stuff,” Engelhardt said. “ So
| drove into Colby to the Law En-
forcement Center to show him the
skunk.”

With Sheriff Jonesand Undersh-
eriff Mike Baughn looking on,
Engelhardt opened his trunk and
pulled out thetrap. Hehad agunny-
sack withhimand heputit over the
trap door so when he opened it the
skunk would runinto the sack.

Well, it did...and out the other
end. Engelhardt wasunawarethere
was a hole in the other end of the
gunnysack so he was forced to re-
capture the skunk.

He started chasing the thing
around the Law Enforcement
Center’sparkinglot tothebooming
|aughter of both Jonesand Baughn,
and he overheard Jones comment
on one of his passes, “Thisisthe
firsttimel’ veever seenamanchase
askunk.”

A coupleof lapslater, Engel hardt
prevailed and recaptured the four-
footed odor machine. He invited
Sheriff Jonesto holdit. The sheriff
wasn't buying into that invitation.
But Engelhardt wouldn’t givein,

Willie Engelhardt holds a gunnysack as Thomas County Sheriff Tom
Jones holds the contents.

after all he spent several minutes
entertaining the two law enforce-
ment guys by engaging in a foot-
chasewithaskunkinapuhlicplace.
Joneseventually gavein.
“Hewasskeptical of my explana
tionthat askunk can’t spray if you
pick it up by itstail,” Engelhardt
said. He showed Sheriff Joneshow
it'sdone*“You come up behind the
thing, which has its tail pointed

straight up, andgrabthetail quickly,
taking if off itsfeet.”

Theexplanation and demonstra-
tion convinced the sheriff.

Jonespickeditupand smiledfor
the camera as proof that the long
armof thelaw won’t bethwarted by
askunk.

So, in Mingo, bingo means an-
other one bit the dust. One less
skunk. But there will be more.

Colby School Board meets tonight

The Colby School Board will meet at 7 p.m. today in the
board room at the Administration Building, 210 S. Range.
Items on the agendainclude reports from the school princi-
pals, curriculumdirector and superintendent; tour of district
facilities; out of district student requests; first reading of
board policy changes; and the stadium and track.

The meeting isopento the public.

MDA boot drive is Saturday

TheColby firefightersareonceagain holding their annual
Muscular Dystrophy Boot Block Drivefrom9a.m.to1p.m.
on Saturday intheWal-Mart, Dillons, and Oasis Travel Cen-
ter parking lots. In year’s past the group has also been on
Fourth and Range, but with the construction, said Rick
Dickman, assistant firechief, they will beat theOasisTravel
Center instead. For questions, call thefiredepartment office

at 462-4454.

Sneak Peek planned at grade school

The Colby Grade School will be open from 5:30to 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday for studentsto meet with their teachers
and tour the classrooms. For questions, call 460-5100.

College board to meet

The regular meeting of the Colby Community College
Board of Trusteeswill beat 5 p.m. today in the board room
of theAdministration Building. Businessitemsontheagenda
include resignation and liquidated damages, approval of
contracts and agreements, board retreat, silage purchase,
change in meeting dates and payment of claims. The meet-
ing isopento the pubic.

Yearbooks to be distributed tonight
TheColby High School yearbooksfor the2002-03 school
year will beavailabletonight at 7:30 p.m. at the school, said
DonnaHenry, coordinator. Students who ordered the book
can pick it up at that time. Studentswho are 2003 graduates

5300.

can pick up their yearbook anytime during regular office
hoursat theschool, shesaid. For questions, call Henry at 460-

First aid classes planned

TheThomas County Red Crossisoffering classeson Sat-
urday, Sept. 6 at Colby Community College Student Union
for childcareprovidersand othersinterested parties. Firstaic
beginsat 8:30a.m. and adult,infant,child CPR beginsat 12:30
p.m. Call the chapter office at 785-462-7161 to register.

Gem Lions hosting hog roast

The Gem Lions Club will host itsannual hog roast at the
Gem Community Building (formerly the Gem Church) from
5to8p.m.onWednesday, Aug. 27. Theeveningwill include
blue grass, folk and country music aswell asfood and fel-
lowship. The group will accept free-will donations and net
proceedswill go to community betterment projects.
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