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Thomas
countian
Infected

Another four
cases of WWest
Nile confirmed

WICHITA (AP)—A 25-year-old
Thomas County resident is one of
four new cases of West Nile virus
confirmed by the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment,
the department said Tuesday.

Thenew casesbringto 14 theto-
tal number of West Nilevirusmen-
ingitisor encephalitisinfectionsin
the statethisyear.

“It'swithintherangethat we ex-
pected,” said department spokes-
woman Karen Watson.

Theagency had expected aspike
in the number of severe casesin
August and September, thenadrop
off in October with the change of
season, she said.

All the latest victims have been
hospitalized. The othersare an 11-
year-old in Barton County, a 57-
year-old in Seward County and a
49-year-old in Sedgwick County.
Nofurther detailswererel eased by
the state.

ButintheWichita-areacase, the
Sedgwick County Health Depart-
ment said the patient wasfirst hos-
pitalized with signs of theviruson
Aug. 8 and wasstill in the hospital
andrecovering. Italsosaidthat due
to the patient’s travel outside of
Kansas, itwaspossibletheinfection
occurred elsewhere.

Symptoms of the virus are usu-
aly mild and include a headache,
low-gradefever and muscle aches.
It israrefor the virusto result in
seriousillness, and about 80 percent
of those who contract the virus
never know it.

Cool down coming

Tonight...Partly cloudy with
a slight chance of thunder-
storms. Lows in the mid 60s.
South wind 10 to 15 mph.
Chance of rain 20 percent.
Thursday...Partly sunny. A
slight chance of showers and
thunderstormslate. Highsinthe
lower 90s. Light south wind
becoming north late in the
morning. Chanceof rain20 per-
cent. Thursday night...Partly
cloudy with a slight chance of
showers and thunderstorms.
Lowsintheupper 50s. Chance
of rain 20 percent.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs
in the mid 80s.
Saturday...Highsin the lower
70s. Sunday...Highsin the up-
per 70sto around 80.

By thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 91

L ow thismorning, 60

Records for the date, 105 in
1899 and 44 in 1967

Year ago today, 80 and 59

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month'’s precipitation, 2.52
(includes 0.38 received Mon-
day)

Year’s precipitation to date,
13.81

2002's precipitation to date,
8.78

Mingo, 0.62 (Monday)

Water Usage/Colby

Aug. 25=3.017 million gal-
lons

Theforecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other figures are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby and the Colby
Public Works Department..

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

L ooking for something to do
the weekend after Labor Day?
The second annual “Celebration
ontheHigh Plains’ might fit the
bill on Saturday, Sept. 6 at
Southwind Plazain Colby.

The free portion of the event
runsfromnoonto5p.m. andcon-
certs will follow featuring Lip
Riddleat 6 p.m., No Parking at 7
p.m. and headliners Sawyer
Brown at 8:30 p.m.

Jada Tubbs, director of the
Colby/ThomasCounty Chamber
of Commercesaidthecelebration
wasstarted|ast year becausethere
wasn'tafall eventanditwouldbe
agood ideato celebrate what is
here.

Theeventwill start at noonwith
the landing of aU.S. Army Na-
tional Guard Black Hawk heli-
copter from Salina.

Food and craft vendors will
have booths at the festival and
Tubbssaidthey’ |l haveitemslike
kettle corn, barbecue, snow
cones, jewelry and T-shirts.

“There' sgoingtobesomuch,”
Tubbssaid.

For those older than 21-years-
old, therewill be abeer garden.

TheThomasCounty Amusement
Association will have rides set up
and representatives from the Na-
tional Weather Servicein Goodland
will also be present.

“Wereally encouragefamiliesto
comeout,” shesaid. “It'saneat fam-
ily event to cometo.”

Locals aren’t the only ones ex-
pected to cometo the cel ebration.

“This event isintended to draw
fromoutsidethisarea,” Tubbssaid.
“1think we' regettingthejobdone.”

Shesaid peoplefrom asfar away
asManhattan, Atchison and Derby
in Kansas and Omaha, Neb., and
Denver, Colo. have bought tickets
to the Sawyer Brown Concert.

“Weareextremely excited about
hosting the Sawyer Brown band,”
shesaid. “If you don't come out to
seethem you’ re missing ashow.”

Tickets for the Sawyer Brown
concertare$15for 16 and older and
$5forkids4-to15-years-oldbefore
Sept. 6. The day of the show, tick-
etswill be $20 and $8.

However, TubbssaidtheThomas
County Sheriff’sOfficeand Colby
Police Department, along with the
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AnArmy National Guard Black
Hawk helicopter from Salina
landed at the Colby Municipal
Airporton Tuesday. The chop-
per, or one like it, will be part of
the “Celebration on the High
Plains” at Southwind Plaza on
Saturday, Sept. 6. Mayor War-
ren Hixson, City Manager
Carolyn Armstrong, Chief of
Police Randy Jones, along
with Leilani Thomas, director of
the Colby/Thomas County
Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau and Jada Tubbs, Cham-
ber director, will arrive at the
celebration site aboard the
chopper. (Left): crewmembers
CW3 Jim Oliver and 2nd Lt.
Randy Matthews from B Com-
pany with the 1-108th AVN out
of Salina scope a landing spot

lack Hawk to provide

new twist for celebration
Noon landing to open fun event

county attorney’s office pur-
chased tickets for studentsin
Thomas County in grades first
through fifth.

She said the tickets should be
handed out at school by theend of
theweek so parentsdon’t haveto
buy children aticket.

Seating for the evening enter-
tainmentisonafirst-come, first-
served basis and Tubbs encour-
ages peopleto get thereearly for
the concert.

She said people should also
bring lawn chairs or blankets
eventhoughtherearegoingtobe
bleachersavailable.

LindaTaylor, amember of the
celebration committee, said
they’ rehopingfor better weather
thisyear. Last year very strong
windsmadeavisit.

“It's going to be afun day for
the whole family,” she said.
“Hopefully everybody will come
out.” Taylor added there will be
plenty of parking for the event.

Ticketsareavailableat several
locationsintown. For ticketsfor
information, contact the Cham-
ber of Commerce at (785) 460-
3401 or 1-800-611-8835.

State employees

ale Now

getting

e-mail from #1

TOPEKA (AP) — You've got
mail — from the governor.

As of Tuesday, state employees
beganreceivinganelectronicnews-
letter from their boss, Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius, an effort of the
state's chief executive to improve
communications.

Sebelius 'E-News will besentto
all state employeeswith e-mail ac-
counts, as well as residents who
subscribetothenewsletter through
the governor’s official Web site.
Sebeliussaidthenewsletterisare-
sponse to requests statewide to be
betterinformed about her activities.

“Wehavegreat thingshappening
around the state and this’ E-News'
will enable usto share some high-
lightsthat | am ableto be part of,”
thegovernor said.

Thefirst editionincluded photo-
graphs and short newsitems from
Sebelius’ visittoaGeneral Motors
plant where she picked up a new
Chevrolet Malibu and the dedica-
tion of the Robert J. Dole Institute
of Paliticsat theUniversity of Kan-
Ssas.

Sebelius also mentioned in the
newsletter progress of her Budget
Efficiency Savings Team process,
which she claims has identified
more than $60 million savings out

of the state’s $10 billion budget
since January.

The initial newsletter had a few
glitches. Of the 10,013 newsl etters
sent, many were returned because
of security programsin the state’s
e-malil system. Theformat wasre-
vised, without photos, and newsl et-
tersretransmitted. Thosewhodon't
wish to receive the newsletter can
unsubscribetotheserviceandview
it instead on the governor’s Web
site.

Accordingto Sebelius’ staff, the
governorsof Hawaii and Washing:-
ton also use electronic newsletters
to communicate with employees
and thepublic.

Not everyone was enthusiastic
about the new service.

House Speaker Doug Mays, R-
Topeka, said hefounditironic that
thegovernor wassending out thou-
sands of unsolicited e-mails at ¢
timewhenfederal officialsarelook-
ing to eliminate so-called spam
messages.

“1think we' regoingtoseealittle
loss of productivity,” Mays said.

NicoleCorcoran, thegovernor’s
spokeswoman, said she had re-
ceived telephone calls from em-
ployees Tuesday who were “ex-
cited” to hear what is happening.

Brownback pushing
coal, nuclear power

WICHITA (AP) — Sen. Sam
Brownback advocated increased
investment in coal and nuclear
power plantsTuesday, saying natu-
ral gasis not plentiful enough to
supply all the power generation
plantsthat useit.

Brownback said he expects that
afederal energy hill, if and when
passed by Congress, will likely in-
clude provisions to boost ethanol
production, increasewind and other
renewabl e energy sources, aswell
spur the nuclear energy industry.

“1 am hopeful we are going to
start sending thefirst signsof reju-
venating the nuclear energy indus-
try,” Brownback said. “Wehaven't
built anuclear plant for 30 years. It
doesn’t emit (carbon dioxide),
which isamajor problem, and it
hel pswiththe (el ectric) basel oad.”

TheKansasRepublican madethe
commentsat aWichitaChamber of
Commercefederal issuesforumin
response to a question about a na-
tional energy policy.

Charles Benjamin, an attorney
fortheKansasChapter of theSierra
Club, said Brownback should be
lookingfor waystoencouragewind
power in K ansasinstead of promot-
ing coal and nuclear power plants.

“That is absurd coming from &
senator who comes from a state
which has the capacity to produce
what somepeopl eestimateisathird
of thenation’selectricity fromwinc
power,” said CharlesBenjamin, an
attorney for the Kansas Chapter of
the SierraClub. Even though Kan-
saswasnot directly affected by the
Aug. 14 blackout that swept across
eight statesand Ontario, theoutage
has been the topic of conversation
astheKansascongressional delega-
tiontravel sthestate duringthe A u-
gust congressional recess.

“We have not been wise on our
electric power production here, |
think, in the past 10-20 years,”
Brownback said. “ Coal ishy far the
most abundant, cheapest source of
energy that we haveinthiscountry
and | think we are going to havetc
re-engage coal.”

At the same time, the nation
needsto invest in the next wave of
technol ogy, such asnew hydrogen-
based energy sources that are 40
years away from development,
Brownback said. Benjamin said
Brownback couldfacilitatean eco-
nomicrevival of Kansashby instead
promoting renewable energy
sources such aswind power.

Military photo display ending

The display of military person-
nel inadowntown storewindow is
rapidly coming to an end.

Colby Photo, at 420 N. Franklin,
had asked for and received anum-
ber of picturesof local military per-

sonnel astheir way of salutingthose
serving in the armed forces. “Our
way of sayingthanks,” said Ardath
Beringer, of Colby Photo.

After Monday, Sept. 1, families
are asked to claim their pictures.
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School activities noted

Colby School activitiesfor thisweek include: Thur sday
— High school/middle school “Spirit Spreader Clinic” at
Oakley at 8:30 am. Monday, Sept. 1 — Labor Day, no

school. Tuesday, Sept. 2— School Board meeting at 7 p.m.

(Sports-related briefscan befound in“ SportsLine” on page

8today).

‘Worker Auction’planned at Brewster

BREWSTER — The high school and junior high vocal
groups at Brewster will be holding afund raiser on Friday,
Sept. 5 at 6:30 p.m. at the football field. Called “Worker
Auction” studentswill work four hours and the work must
becompletedby Nov. 1. Call AliceCollett at (785) 694-2236

for additional information.

No Free Press on Monday
The Colby Free Presswill not publish on Monday — La-

bor Day. “Wewill all beenjoyingtheholiday withfamily and
friends,” said Tom(TD) Dreiling, publisher. “Weencourage
our readersto simply relax on this, the final holiday of the
summer season.,” he said. The Free Presswill resume nor-
mal operationsat 8 a.m. on Tuesday.

Landfill hours are noted

Childbirth classes planned

Colby Childbirth Education classeswill begin on Thurs-
day, Sept. 4from 7to 10 p.m.. Thisisafour-week seriesanc
isheld at Colby Community College in the Health Science

Building. Call Amy Hutfles at 460-4344 if you need addi-

tional information. .

TheThomas County Landfill will closeat noon on Satur-

day for scale repair and maintenance, said Larry Jumper,
supervisor. Thelandfill will al so beclosed Sunday and M on-
day for the Labor Day holiday.

462-6744.

Commodity distribution Tuesday
Therewill be aUnited States Department of Agriculture
commodity distribution on Tuesday, Sept. 2 from 9 am. to
noonat theColby Senior ProgressCenter, FikePark. Eligible
persons may receive them according to income guidelines.
Distributionisonafirst come-first serviced basis. For ques-
tions, call LauraWithington, coordinator of the program, at

City spraying for mosquitoes
Dueto the high number of mosquito complaintsreceived,

theCity of Colby will befogging nightly for mosquitoesover

partment at 462-4420.

cation.

the next two weeks. For questions, call the public worksde-

Class needing applicants

L eadership Thomas County is seeking applicants for its
new class, beginning in October. Call 460-3401, 460-7643
or stop by the Chamber office at 350 S. Range for an appli-
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