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Braden Beims, along with his mother, Cortney, cheered the Eagle
football team on Friday night at Hoxie. Braden, who was one of Beims, one of the assistant coaches for the Colby squad.

the younger fansinthe audience, also cheered on his father, Mitch

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Numbers at recent Colby blood drive are

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Organizers of the recent blood
driveinColby were" somewhat dis-
appointed” with the turnout, but
overall they said they werepleased
with those who donated.

Of the 148 who camein, 136
blood donorswereproductive, said
Jackie Stephens, co-chair of the
drive.

“There were 163 people who
made appointments (prior to the
drive),” she said, “and usually we
can make-up for those who don’t
show with thewalk-ins.”

Stephens said the blood drive
prior to thisonein September saw

Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
Tonight...Mostly clear.
Lows in the lower 50s. Wind
out of thesouthwest at 15 mph.
Tuesday...Highsinthelow 90s
withwind out of thesouthwest

at 15 mph. Tuesday
night...Mostly clear and
breezy, low in the 50s.
Wednesday...Sunny and clear,
high in the low 90s. Wednes-
day night...Lowsin the upper
40s. 30 percent chanceof rain.

By thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 93

L ow thismorning, 43

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.02

Year’s precipitation to date,
14.02

2002’ sprecipitationto date,
9.42

Water Usage/Colby

The water production three
day average for Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, Sept. 12, 13
and 14 was 2.363 million gal-
lons.

Theforecast isfromthe Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, Colby and the
Colby Public Works Depart-
ment.

quiteafew morethan expected and
many people ended up having to
wait for along time.

Anticipating that same type of
turnout at therecent drive, officials
at the Central PlainsRegion Blood
Service wanted to accommodate
everyone and so they brought in a
larger staff and more beds.

However, thistime the turn out
was | ess than expected and donors
hadlittleif any waitat al, Stephens
said.

Althoughtherearealot of factors
that influencewhy someonecannot
keep their appointment, Stephens
and Jo Frahm, the other co-chair,
suggest that if someone makes an

appointment to give blood they
should try to makeit.

In the event something should
come up, regional officials, along
withlocal coordinators, would ap-
preciateacall to cancel.

“Wenot only depend onappoint-
ments, but weal sodepend onwalk-
insaswell,” Stephenssaid.

Thenextblooddriveisscheduled
from 8 am. to 2 p.m., Wednesday,
Jan. 14,2004 at the Colby Commu-
nity Building and coordinatorsare
hoping for agreat turnout.

Stephens also offered afew tips
and eligibility guide as to why
people can or cannot give blood.

For example, health history plays

amajor factor in whether or not
someone can be adonor.

If theiron levelsaretoo low, the
blood cannot beused, shesaid. Yet
thereisaway toraisetheironlevel
prior to giving blood and that is by
eatingraisinsor sunflower seedsthe
night before.

Some other reasons a person
might not beableto donateinclude
having a fever of 99.5 and above,
high blood pressure the day of the
drive, and cancer patientswithless
thanfiveyearssincetreatment was
completed.

Most types of health problems
are not disqualifying if the condi-
tionisunder control, Stephenssaid.

Fair board plans
dates for 2004
county activities

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Dates have been set for the 2004
Thomas County Fair.

The Thomas County fair board
set dates for the rodeo, parade and
demolitionderby duringitsmeeting
Thursday.

Therodeoissetfor Tuesday, Aug.
2 and Wednesday, Aug. 3 and the
demolition derby is scheduled for
Thursday, Aug. 4.

The paradeis set for 10:30 am.
the Saturday during thefair.

JustinAlexander, board member,
said he got heard some grumbling
about the parade being moved to
Saturday but after peoplewent, the
same peopl e said they enjoyed the
change.

Money was al so on the agenda.

“I think the Wall of Support
turned out pretty well thisyear,” fair
board member Mark Anderson
said. “The community’s really
helped alot.”

He also said the board did well
with the profit-loss statement for
thisyear’sfair and events because
they made money.

In other business, the group ap-
provedtheuseof thefairgroundsby
the Boy Scoutson Sept. 20 and for
useforthePickin’ onthePlainsblue
grassfestival next year.

Therewasalsoashort discussion

I think the Wall
of Supportturned out
pretty well this year.”

Mark Anderson,
fair board member

on therodeo.

Fair board member Gary Garrett
said there was some concern over
the quality of contestantsand their
number.

Part of Cheyenne Frontier Days
wasat thesametimeasthe Thomas
County rodeoand Garrett said some
of thebetter cowboysand cowgirls
probably opted for thebigger rodec
instead.

He said it could be because the
Professional Rodeo Cowboy’'sAs-
sociation has cut back on the num-
ber of rodeosthat athletescan count
toward their year-end results. The
number has been scaled back from
100 to 50. He said the contestant
numbers were down also but that
wasn'tjust aproblemfor Colby and
numbers this year were down
around the area.

“We'll see what happens,” Gar-
rett said. “ Therodeo went fine.”

Theboardisalsostill lookingfor
anew groundskeeper.

lower than expected

For instance, someonewith high
cholesterol is acceptable, or a per-
son taking medicationsfor asthma
and even someone with a cold or
allergies will more than likely be
acceptablefor blood donations.

There is one medication,
Tegison, whichwill make aperson
not eligibletoever donatebloodand
for people taking Accutane, Pros-
car, Trotecia, Avodart, Coumadin,
Heparinor other prescriptionblood
thinners could have awaiting pe-
riod before they can donate.

Priortogivingblood, both Frahm
and Stephens, encouragedonorsto
avoid caffeine, but drink plenty of
water.

Other general requirements for
giving are that donors must be 17
years of age or older and weigh at
least 110 pounds.

The actual donation of blood
takesabout seven minutes, official s
said.

With only five percent of the
population donating blood and the
demand growing as life expectan-
ciesincrease, regional and local
blood drive officials, hope to see
many people at the next drive in
January.

For questions about the drive or
scheduling future appointments,
call Stephensat (785) 462-8122 or
Frahm at (785) 462-2082.

Drought affecting eastern and western part of state

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

It's obvious that the stateisin a
drought.

However, parts of the state that
wereinadrought watch have been
moved towarning statusand coun-
tiesin northeast Kansas are now
under emergency status.

“Wehad somerain, atleast wedid
herein eastern Kansas,” said Hank
Ernst, an environmental scientist

with the Kansas Water Office.

“It'sasdry asit hasbeen,” hesaid.
Addingthat it didn’t makeany dif-
ference.

Hesaid asidefrom the accidents
on the Kansas Turnpike, the rain
had no immediate effects on the
drought conditionsin the state.

Only continued precipitation
couldhelpbut Ernst said thereisno
real way to tell how far behind on
precipitation the state is or how

much is needed to make a differ-
ence. Ernst estimated partsof Kan-
sas could be 10-12 inches behind
whereit needsto bebut hesaiditis
only hisguess.

He said the northeast corner of
the statewas put in emergency sta-
tusto putin placetheframework to
usereservoirsfor emergency water
suppliesif conditionsworsen.

“Itwasaddingtothetools,” Ernst
said.

Unlike western Kansas, Ernst
said the northeastern corner de-
pendsonsurfacewater instead of an
underground source like the
OgallalaAquifer, which stretches
souththrough Oklahomaand Texas
and north into Nebraska.

Healso cautioned that thewatch-
warning system isto help commu-
nities ready their water conserva-
tion plansif they’ re needed.

Ernst addedthat thecity of Colby

dropping it’s voluntary watering
stipulationisagood sign.

Hesaid thereare 773 public war
ter providersin the state and ap-
proximately 500 of these have &
conservation plan that has drought
contingency provisions when the
need arises.

Ernst said by e-mail these “ set
triggersthat, whenreached, call for
voluntary or mandatory restrictions
onwater use.”
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College board meets today

TheColby Community Collegeboard of trusteeswill meet
at5p.m.onMonday intheboardroominThomasHall. Items
on the agendainclude consideration of policies and proce-
dures manual revisions, approval of contracts and agree-
ments, the admissions publication, board retreat, business
and industry contract consideration and payment of claims.
The meeting isopen to the public.

Senior Center closed Tuesday
TheColby Senior ProgressCenter will beclosed on Tues-
day for cook’straining, said DonnaSchiel ke, director. There
will beno meal sserved and notransportationavailable. The
center will be open on Wednesday at itsusual time, 8 a.m.

City Council sets Tuesday meeting

The Colby City Council will meet at 7 p.m Tuesday in
council chambers of city hall. Items on the agendawill in-
cludeapproval of thehomecoming paraderouteat 2:30p.m.,
Friday, Sept. 26. The route will start at Fike Park and con-
tinue south on Franklin Ave. to Fifth Street, west on Fifthto
Mission RidgeAve., southon Mission Ridgeto Third Street
and west on Third to RangeAve.

Other itemsare approval of uniform public offense code;
adopting standard traffic ordinance, awarding bidson 1995
Intrepid and 2001 Chrysler P.T. Cruiser; special eventinsur-
ance for the municipal airport’s open house. Under new

business, the council will hear arequest from Sacred Heart
Church to change the requirement for a catering license to
serve alcohol at the Colby Community Building; arequest
toplace*“childrenat play” signson Maize Road; approving
contract to purchaseland and S& T telephone service with
Pat Mallory.

Amusement Association meets

TheThomasCounty Amusement Associationwill meet at
8 p.m. in the Thomas County Office Complex today. The
meeting isopento all. The office complex islocated at 350
S. Rangein Colby.

Collegeto offer certification courses

Colby Community Collegewill offer certification courses
for social servicedesigneesand activity directorsstartingon
Monday, Sept. 22. Thecourseswill befrom8am.to5p.m.
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 22, Nov. 3and 10 in the Robert
Burnett Memorial Student Union. Four college creditsand
two certificates will be awarded for attendance at all eight
classes.

Twocollegecreditsand onecertificatewill beawarded for
six classes. Toenroll or for moreinformation, call (785) 462-
3984, Ext. 286.

Center enrollment continues

TheThomas County L earning Center, 305 N. Franklinin
Colby, isnow taking enrolIment applications. Onefunction

of the center isto give students a chance to get their high
school diploma. For thosewantingto enroll, call 465-7900.

Job Service open over noon hour

TheColby Work Forceoffice(formerly knownas Job Ser-
vice) at 485 N. Chick isstaying open during thelunch hour.
LindaGroff, local supervisor, said the changewent into ef-
fect last week and is expected to be a permanent situation.
For questions or information about how the Colby Work
Forceofficecanhel ppeoplefindjobs, call theofficeat (785)
462-6862.

Childbirth classes underway

Colby Childbirth Education classes are being held on
Thursdaysfrom 7to 10 p.m.. Thisisafour-week seriesand
isheld at Colby Community Collegeinthe Health Science
Building. Call Amy Hutfles at 460-4344 if you need addi-
tional information.

Genesis officeopenonWednesdays

The Genesis-Thomas County Food Bank, located in the
Thomas County Office Complex at 350 S. Range, Suite 8,
isopen onWednesdaysfrom 10 a.m. until noon and again at
1 until 4 p.m. Anyone wanting to make cash donations or
bring nonperishablefooditemscan do so by dropping them
off at the office or the first Sunday of each month at desig-
nated “ Genesis Sunday” churches.
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