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School’'s homecoming activities this week. The Eagles will take
non dressed up for Throwback Thursday as part of Colby High onthe Holcomb Longhorns at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Dennen Field.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

He didn't itch, but...

Heres a scratch that really paid off

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

An Oakley man who manages a
business in Colby, and a woman
from St. Francis were both sur-
prised recently when they were
Kansas L ottery winners.

Paul Van Eatonwon $3,008 when
anemployeebought him 10scratch
tickets that she put in his birthday
card, and Sherry Jonesplayedinthe
second-chancedrawingfor atripto
LasVegasand won.

For Van Eatonitwas"amazing,”
andfor Jonesshesaidthecl osest she
thought she would ever get to Las

Tolerable

Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
area

Tonight...Mostly clear.
Lows around 50. Southwest
winds 10 to 15 mph. Gusts up
to 20 mph in the evening.
Friday...Mostly sunny in the
morning then becoming partly
cloudy. Highs in the mid 80s.
Northwest winds 5 to 10 mph.
Friday night...Partly cloudy.
Windy. Lowsinthelower 40s.
North winds 20 to 30 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy.
Breezy. Highsinthelower 70s.
North winds 10-20 mph.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs
inthemid 60s.

By thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 72

Low thismorning, 36

Records for the date, 96 in
1966 and 21in 1926

Year ago today, 73 and 46

24-hour precipitation to 8
a.m. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.02

Year’s precipitation to date,
14.02

2002’ sprecipitationto date,
9.94

Water usage/Colby

Sept. 24=2.551 milliongal-
lons

TheforecastisfromtheNa-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, Colby and the
Colby Public Works Depart-
ment. .

Vegaswasjust entering thecontest.

“I nearly had aheart attack,” Van
Eaton said. “I had to look at the
ticket afew times.”

The co-worker who gave Van
Eaton the scratch tickets, Brandy
Boeger, is awaitress at the Pizza
Hut in Colby. To everyone's sur-
prise five of the ten tickets were
winners, including aticket that was
a$3,000 winner.

Van Eaton said he scratched the
ticketswhileonbreak and when he
discoveredthewinningshequickly
told Boeger andthecook —thenhis
wife, Sarah.

“Thanks to my wonderful wait-
ress and the lottery,” he said, “my
25th birthday was awesome.”

Van Eaton manages the Colby
PizzaHut, but heand hiswifelive
in Oakley, alongwith their oneson
and daughter. Inadditionto buying
hiswifesomething special withthe
winnings, hesaid heplannedto pay
off somehills.

As for Jones, who has since re-
turnedfromher triptoLasVegas, it
was alot of fun. Instead of taking
her husband, she said she took her
daughter, Amanda.

“My husband just started a new

jobanddidn’tfeel that hecouldtake
time off for thetrip out there,” she
said.

“Wehad areally goodtime,” she
said. “Weheard about all thecel eb-
rities that were in the area and we
walked downthestrip, bought sou-
venirsand watched thewater show
at one of the hotels.”

Jonessaid sheworksat the Good
SamaritanVillagein St. Francisand
her husband,A.J.,worksfor No-Bul
Enterprise Callicrate Cattle Com-
pany asalot manager.

The couple have three children,
Amanda, 16, Talon, 13and Echo, 6.

Cattlemen to unveil new quarters

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Something new in downtown
Brewster will beofficially unveiled
for public scrutiny next month.

And those behind the big event
arehoping for alargeturnout from
all over theterritory.

The Kansas Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation hasschedul ed anopenhouse
from 11 am.to4 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 4 at their new headquarters
building at 402 Kansas Avenue.
They moved into the structure last
month.

Mike Schultz of Brewster is ex-
ecutive director of the association
and hesaidgrowthand membership
support enabled the association to

purchase the new building.

“We're excited to bein our new
building,” Schultzsaid. Hesaid that
it wasaneeded change asthe asso-
ciation preparesto movetothenext
level for itsproducers.

Wehopethat memberswill make
plansto comeandjoinus.”

He said the open house will fea-
ture, among other things, a noon
barbecue that will showcase USA
natural beef hamburgers from
Ranch Foods Direct, which he de-
scribed asabranded beef company
based in St. Francis. Guests will
have the opportunity to meet and
visit with other members of the
KansasCattlemen’sAssociation, its
board of directors and the

association’s staff.

Schultz said a special presenta-
tionof thelstannual “K CA Legacy
Award” will be made at 1:30 p.m.
“This award is designed to honor
individual sintheindustry that have
shown leadership and determina-
tion to make adifferencein al as-
pectsof thecattleindustry,” hesaid.

“Somany timeswefail torecog-
nizeindividualsfor their expertise,
time and commitment spent work-
ingfor change. Wearepleasedtobe
presenting thisspecial honor aspart
of our open house.”

Schultz said to help with meal
preparation, please RSVP to the
Kansas Cattlemen’ sAssociation at
877-694-2906 by Oct. 2.

West Nile cases in Kansas reach 41

TOPEKA (AP) — State health
officials have confirmed six new
human cases of West Nilevirusin
the past two days, bringing the to-
tal for thisyear to 41.

The Kansas Department of
Health and Environment said

mmm Briefly

Tree/shrub trimming starts Monday

Wednesday it had confirmed cases
in an 88-year-old Jackson County
resident, a74-year-old Clay County
resident and a63-year-old Wallace
County resident.

On Tuesday, KDHE reported
casesinvolving49-year-oldand 75-

460-8088.

TheCity of Colby Street Department will betrimmingany

sight-restricting or passage-restricting trees or shrubbery
around street and signsor walkwaysstarting on Monday. For
thosewho have an ornamental tree or specimen plant that is
causing astreet sign to be obscured or asidewalk to beim-
passableandtheresident wouldrather trimitthemsel ves, they
can do so before 8 a.m. on Monday (Sept. 29). “Wewant to
thank everyonefor keeping our City of Colby streetssafeby
clearing our walkwaysand street signsof obstructions,” said

7161.

Gerry Bieker, director of public utilities.

For questions call, 462-4420.

Popcorn fund raiser scheduled

year-old Sedgwick County resi-
dentsanda71-year-old M cPherson
County resident. All such casesin-
volvepeoplewhodevel opencepha-
litis,aswelling of thebrain, or men-
ingitis, a swelling of the lining
around the brain and spinal cord.

Goudy at 694-2599, or Alan and TonyaSager at 462-7361 or

Red Cross to offer classes

TheThomasCounty American Red Crossisofferingafirst
aidclassat 6 p.m., Monday and anadultinfant and child CPR
callsat 6 p.m., Monday, Oct. 6. Both sessionswill beheld at
the Thomas County Office Complex conference room, 350
S. RangeAve., Colby. For questionsor to register, call 462-

Author to speak at library

Roy Bird, author of “In HisBrother’s Shadow: TheLife
of Thomas Ward Custer” will speak about the Custers and
hisbook Wednesday, Oct. 1 at Pioneer Memorial Library.

Colby area Cub and Boy Scouts are selling Trails End

Gourmet Popcorn again as part of their annual fund raiser.
Orderswill betakenin October and money iscollectedwhen
the popcorn is delivered in mid-November. Contact Mark

Checks still need to be picked up

Premium checksfor thisyear’sThomas County Fair need

Weekend event
turns Colby into
‘Cowboy Capital

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

You might say Colby will bethe
Cowboy Capital of the Universe
thisweekend.

College cowboys and cowgirls
by thehundredswill berollinginto
townasColby Community College
hosts its seventh annual National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association
rodeo Friday through Sunday at the
E.L. Garrett Arena at the Thomas
County Fairgrounds.

Evening performanceswill beat
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and
the finals will be at 1:30 p.m. on
Sunday, with the top 10 from each
event competing.

More than 450 contestants from
22 colleges in Kansas and Okla-
homawill compete in timed and
roughstock events.

Colby CollegerodeocoachAllen
Russell saidthecollege's47-mem-
ber rodeo club is putting on the
event, adding that 26 members
make up the school’s rodeo team
and will compete thisweekend.

“We have 713 entries, which is
themost we' veever had by far,” he
said. “Last year we had 640.”

He said the collegeis part of the
Central Plains Region, which in-
cludesall of thetwo- and four-year
schools in Kansas and Oklahoma.
Itisthelargest collegerodeoregion,
based on numbers.

“The team roping is the largest
event,” Russell said, with 182teams
entered. The second largest is bar-

rel racingwith 106 entries. “ Kind of
giving the women equal time
there,” hesaid.

Spectators will also to get ¢
chance to see cowgirls competein
morethanjust barrel racing. Russell
saidthey canalso do goat tying anc
breakaway roping.

“They can also enter the team
roping,” hesaid.

Therodeowill alsofeatureregu-
lar eventslikebull andbroncriding,
calf roping and bull dogging.

Russell saidtherewill alsobetwc
slack performances, which arefree
and open to the public.

Friday’sslack will runfromnoon
to4:300r 5p.m. and will have 186
runs. Saturday’sslack startsat 8:30
am.withbull ridingfirst thing anc
will feature 302 runs.

“It'sgoingtobealongtwodays,”
hesaid.

Russell isexcited about therodec
but he said it’s taken some extre
work because more pens have had
to be set up and there’s more plan-
ning and livestock to deal with.

Inadditiontotheparticipants, the
rodeo is also expected to attract &
largefollowing.

Gate admission is $6 for adults
and $3 for children under 12. Kids
5 and under are admitted free of
chargeif accompanied by aparent.

Advancetickets are available at
Vanderbilt’s and the coll ege book-
store.

For information, call (785) 462-
3984, Ext. 253.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

JmandMolly Oliver of Colby
are headed to Baltimore, Md. to
help with the clean up effortsin
thewake of Hurricane | sabel.

ThetwoaredrivingtheThomas
County Red Cross Emergency
Response Vehicle. The two are
Red Cross Disaster ServicesHu-
man Resource volunteers.
“That’sanational volunteer,” Jim
said.

Jim said it will probably take
about threedaysfor themtodrive
andthey’ Il bethereamaximum of
three weeks.

Hesaid Baltimoreisexperienc-
ing flooding now that the hurri-
cane has passed and had tornado
activity Tuesday night.

“Tornadoes evidently follow
hurricanes,” Jim said.

Molly saidtheresponsevehicle
isone of seveninthe state.

“Four are already there,” she
said. “We' rethefifthonegoing.”

Jim said they will operatein a
support capacity withthevehicle,
providing masscareto peopleaf-
fected by the disaster.

Thetwowill beserving meals,
snacks and water out of the ve-
hicle, mainly to peoplewho have

Storm’s aftermath
puts couple on road

lost everything due to the hurri-
cane or to peopleworking on the
cleanup.

They will servetwomealsaday
to up to 600 peopleat atime.

Molly saidthey will stay inone
spot or will be on the move feed-
ing people and workers.

Jim said the vehiclewill prob-
ably stay until thecleanupisdone
andthey’ll fly homeat theend of
thethree weeks.

“That happens often,” he said.
‘Eventually they’ Il bring it back
tous.”

Out of 12 countiesin the area,
they twosaidthey’ retheonly two
volunteers willing and qualified
to goto such disasters.

The Olivers' have also helped
withtheaftermath of other disas-
ters, includinglending supportin
New York City at Ground Zero af -
ter the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks, Hurricane Floyd and Hur-
ricaneLilly.

They don't get paid for their
time but they said it’svery satis-
fying to help peoplein need.

Thetwoalsoaddedthat theRed
Crossisin need of volunteersto
help out in disasters.

Forinformation, call (785) 462-
7161.

to bepicked up at the Thomas County Extension Office, 350

S. Range, Colby, beforethe end of September.
Anyoneentitledtoreceiveacheck and haven't donesoyet
are encouraged to do so as soon as possible.

third grade teachers.

Free program offered in October

The Northwest Kansas Educational Service Center in
Oakley is sponsoring a presentation geared for parents,
childcareproviders, preschool staff and kindergartenthrough

Therearetwoopportunitiesavailablewiththefirst from 1
to 4 p.m. and the second from 7 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.
9. Thepresentation will bemade by Chuck Smith, state spe-

science.

cialist in Kansas Research and Extension with the program
called, Raising Children Who Have Courage and Con-

Toregister for either presentation, call the service center

tations.

at (785) 672-3125, ext. 124 by Monday, Oct. 6. Freechildcare
isavailableuponreguest and thereisno cost for the presen-
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