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Fair board may
turn races over

toWark

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

L etting someone else run the
races during the fair was atopic of
discussion at the Thomas County
Fair Board's Thursday meeting.

Turning the fair races over to
Kerry Wark to manageisan option
the board now has under consider-
ation.

Wark spoke during the recogni-
tion of guests part of the meeting
and said several board members
approached him about running the
races.

“It"1l work better for him,” said
board member Marty Crampton.
He added that it would allow the
board to free up some capital they
could usefor something el se.

Mark Anderson, board member,
said it sounded like most everyone
was interested.

“| thing it's something that the
board needs to look at,” he said.
“We're going to decide at the next
meeting whether we' regoingto do
that or not. We' reseriously looking
ait.”

Inother business, theboard heard
a report from Extension Agent
Doug Musick. He presented the
boardwith extension’sexpensesfor
thefair. Theboard approved paying
half, which was about $600.

Alsodiscussedwasremovingthe
sandinthesteer barn. Sincethefair,

INn 2004

there have been odor problems.
Anderson said the sand will bere-
moved beforewinter and new sand
will beput back insidesometimein
the spring.

Committee reports were also
given.

Jim Malcolm talked about the
buildingsandgrounds. Hesaidhe's
going to try to get some bidsto re-
placesomeof thesheet metal onthe
horse, poultry/cattle and sheep
barns.

Malcolm said the grounds also
need to be winterized.

Board member Gary Garrett
touchedontherodeoandsaidhehas
averbal commitment for the an-
nouncer from last year to return.
He'salsoworking onbringing back
stock contractor Bronc Rumfordfor
next year.

Anderson said he's pleased with
the progressalready madefor next
year’'sfair.

“It's only October and
everybody’s thinking about what
they need to do for next year,” he
said. “Thingsare coming along.”

Even though next year’s fair
plansare gearing up, there's still a
little unfinished businessfromthis
year'sfair. Some premium checks
haven’t been picked up but Ander-
son said the remaining unclaimed
checkswill bemailed outinthenear
future.

A big rebound in farm
Income seen by expert

WICHITA (AP) — Led by a
bountiful wheat crop, farmincome
is projected to rebound 40 percent
in 2003 in Kansasand neighboring
states, a Federal Reserve Bank
economist said Thursday.

ButinWichitatheaviationindus-
try isking, and theking hasahang-
over. Economicrecovery heremay
not comeuntil early 2005, aWichita
State University economist said.
Morejob losses areforecast — in-
cludinganadditional 2,00010stjobs
next year in the city’s manufactur-
ing sector.

Speakers at the annual Wichita
Area Economic Outlook Confer-
ence brought into sharp focus the
contrast between the state’s rural
and urban economies. Put plainly,
the countrysideisdoing better than
thecities.

The so-called prairie gateway
states, which include Kansas,
showed some of the strongest
growthinfarmincomeinthecoun-
try, said Jason Henderson, econo-
mist for the Center for the Study of
Rural America at the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Kansas City.

Maybe showers

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy.A 30
percent chance of thunder-
storms after midnight. Windy.
Lows in the lower 50s. South
winds around 25 mph shifting
to the southwest 25 to 30 mph
after midnight. Gusts up to 45
mph. Satur day...Partly cloudy
with a 30 percent chance of
showers then mostly sunny in
the afternoon. Windy...Cooler.
Highsin the upper 60s. North-
west winds 25 to 30 mph shift-
ingtothenorth 15to 25 mphin
the afternoon. Gusts up to 45
mph. Satur day night...Mostly
clear in the evening then be-
coming partly cloudy. Lowsin
theupper 30s. Northwinds5to
15 mph shifting to the north-
west 5to 10mph after midnight.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs
around 70. Southwinds5to 15
mph. Monday..Partly cloudy.
Breezy. Highsinthe upper 60s.

By thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 87

L ow thismorning, 58

Records for the date, 96 in
1920 and 25in 1970

Cash receipts for wheat are 25
percent higher thanlast year and 10
percent above the five-year aver-
age, he said. Record high cattle
pricesareal so boostingincomefor
ranches, cattlefeedersandthemeat-
packing industry, he said.

Hendersonsaidthefarmdebt pic-
ture conditions are also starting to
improve, as shown in the last two
quarters.

“Thelargestimprovementswere
in Colorado and Kansas—two ar-
eas most severely scarred by
drought last year,” hesaid.

Net farm income for 2003 in the
nationisprojected at $19.6 billion,
up $11 billion from last year, he
said.

The farm recovery has led to
strong land val ues, which the Fed-
eral Reserve estimatesisup 4to 7
percent, Henderson said. Alsospur-
ring farmland values areincreased
investments in land as investors
look for alternatives to avolatile
stock market.

Tempering the improved farm
income outlook is the return of
drought conditionsin pockets.

Big move
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Taylor Motors, formerly Frontier Motors in downtown Colby, has
moved to Southwind Plaza. Owner Tuffy Taylor said he ran the
dealership in downtown Colby four years before the move. He
said they’'ve moved sales already and are in the process of

moving service. As part of a grand opening celebration next Fri-
day and Saturday, Taylor said the Dodge Raminator monster truck
will be on display Friday and will crush cars on Saturday at 3 p.m.
Also included are radio controlled car racing and a barbecue.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

No decision from city on SBC contract

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby City Council took no
action on whether or not to termi-
natetheir contract with Southwest-
ern Bell at its meeting earlier this
week.

The council went behind closed
doorsfor about 10 minutesto talk
abouttheliabilitiesassociated with
terminating the contract beforethe
expirationdateof January, 2005. At
its last meeting in September, the
council approved S& T Telephone
Company for their telephone ser-
vices, but at that time, no date was
decided when to switch over be-
cause of the pending decisions
needed regarding Southwestern
Bell.

In other council business:

» Thecouncil did not approvethe
fuel supply and branding agreement
with Western Petroleum, aMinne-
sota corporation, for airport fuel.

Instead, the council directed
Carolyn Armstrong, city manager,
toreview thematter withthe Colby
Municipal Airport board and put
together a more simplified agree-
ment. An update will be discussed
at the Tuesday, Oct. 21 meeting.

» Armstrong talked about arecent
conversationwiththe Federal Avia-
tion Administration regarding air-
port projects. Sheexplainedthat the
administrationsaidthecity needsto
hireaconsultant and develop plans
for specificationsonreplacement of
thesouthapronandtaxi lanestothe
hangars. As for funding, she said
there is $250,000 to $295,000 in
discretionary funds to use for this
project. There could be a special
council meetingtowardthemiddle
of October requesting review of
firms for layout and apron/taxi
lanes, Armstrong said.

* Therewill benosignsplaced on
Maize Road following a study by

theCol by PoliceDepartment. “ Out
of 226 vehicles,” Armstrong said,
“thehighest speedrecorded was 34
mph and the remainder was below
that level.” The issue had first
brought to the council’s attention
after residentsinthat arearequested
signage to alert motorists of chil-
drenplaying. Atthat time, thecoun-
cil directed Chief of Police Randy
Jonesto monitor theareaand come
back with hisfindings.

After the study, Armstrong be-
lievesthereisnoneedfor “children
at play” signage based ontheradar
results. The council agreed.

* Ron Davis with Time-Warner
Cablewaspresent at themeetingto
request achangeinthefranchisefee
hiscompany paysbased onthefran-
chise fee negotiated with S& T,
whichisnot equivalent to what the
cable company pays. At first the
council was willing to change the
feesothat it would bemoreinline

with S& T’snegotiated rate. How-
ever, Councilman Mark Beringer
said he wondered why the city
shouldn’tinstead raise S& T’sfee
to be more equivalent to Time-
Warner.

Other councilmansaidthey were
concerned that by raising the fee,
the costs would then be passed on
to consumers.

The issue was put on hold until
Armstrong hasachanceto eval uate
how the costs could be more equi-
table to both compani esby compar-
ing lower franchise feesfor Time-
Warner or raising S& T’ sfranchise
fee to be more comparable to the
cable company. The matter will be
discussed at the next meeting.

e The council authorized
Armstrong to allow the public
worksdepartment torepair theside-
walk and storm drains on the east
side of the Colby Community
Building.

Gove County Attorney still awaiting report

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Nochargeshavefiled asof today
in afatal accident dating back to
Jan. 5 of thisyear that occurred in
Gove County. .

Gove County Attorney Mark
Schmeidler said during several
phone calls that he didn’t know
what chargestofileyet because he
didn’t have the report because the
sheriff’s department hadn’t fin-
ishedit.

“He is not done with it,”
Schmeidler said Thursday.

Schmeidler hasn't saidwhat kind
of report he'swaiting on.

Calls to the Gove County
Sheriff’sOfficealsoyielded nore-
sults.

Capt. Kelly McGuire, troopcom-
mander with the Kansas Highway
Patrol in Hays, said the amount of
timeittakesto get areport depends
onthetype of report.

However, McGuiredid say acci-
dent reportshaveto beturned into
the state Department of Motor Ve-
hicleswithin 10 days.

Arrest reports and fatalities can
earn an agency alittle more time,
McGuiresaid..

“Wetakemoretimeonfatdlities,”
hesaid of thehighway patrol.“You

canget special dispensationonthat.
That may bewhat thehold upis.”

He also said waiting for ablood
test or other lab results can hold up
areport, depending on what typeit
is.

Eighteen-year-old Cody M. Wil-
son, of Oakley, one of six passen-
gersintheaccidentinquestion, died
frominjuriesreceivedinthecrash.

Accordingtotheaccident report,
speedingand al cohol contributedto
the cause of the one-vehicle crash
that took placearound 3:45a.m. on
agravel road just inside the Gove
County line.

The vehicle's speed was esti-

mated at 86 miles per hour.

Wilson and two others, BlakeN.
Pilkington, 19, the driver, and
Casey L. Anderson, 17, were
gjected from the 1997 Pontiac
Grand Prix.

Other passengersinthe car were
KyleA.Kersenbrock, 17, Jeffrey C.
Dennis, 15, and Robert D. Dennis,
17.

The Sheriff’sDepartment report
also stated therewerefull and open
beverages and containersin and
around the car.

Thereport al sonotedthat noneof
the teenagers were wearing
seatbelts.

Killer rainstorms in Kansas not all that uncommon, geologist says

TOPEKA (AP) — A research
geologist said rainfall as heavy as
that which flooded Jacob Creek
Aug. 30 andkilled six peopletrav-
eling on the Kansas Turnpike oc-
curs somewhere in Kansas almost
every year.

“A thunderstorm can dump 3 to
4 inches an hour,” said Charlie
Perry, a geologist with the U.S.
Geological SurveyinLawrence.“It
just happened in the wrong spot at
thewrong time.”

Thetorrent that engulfedtheusu-

ally dry creek near Emporia was
nearly three times the streamflow
that the culvert under the turnpike
can handle, he said. The raging
water that night claimedthelivesof
amother and four children from
Glenaire, Mo., and a Fort Worth,

Texas, manwho wastrying to save
them.

Resultsfromapreliminary report
by theGeological Survey’sregional
officein Lawrence said the water
that ran4feet deepover theturnpike
about 11 miles southeast of Empo-

ria was greater than what would
havebeen expected froma200-year
flood.

The report will be a key docu-
ment in an investigation of the
causes of the flood and state agen-
cies reactionstoit.
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Commissioners to meet

The Colby County Commissioners will meet at 9 am.
Monday at the Thomas County Courthouse. Included onthe
agendawill be Darin Miller from SBC.

Promotion meeting Tuesday
Therewill beaColby Promotion meeting at 7:30 am. on

Tuesday in the Sunflower Bank basement meeting room.

Topics to be discussed include announcing the upcoming
holiday season’ stheme, informati on on ordering promotion
shirtsand interest in setting up an emergency or revitaliza-
tionfund. The purposeof the Colby Promotion meetingsare

toshareideasthat will further unitelocal businesses. Every-

oneiswelcometo the meetings.

Tootsie Roll time arrives
TheKnightsof Columbuswill holditsannual TootsieRoll

Genesis seeks names for gift baskets

Genesis Thomas County is again planning to distribute
Christmas baskets and would like to hel p residents of Tho-
mas County. To submit namesfor food baskets, send acard

funddriveonFriday, Saturday and Sunday to benefit people
withretardation. Eighty percent of the contributionswill go
back tothelocal K nightsof Columbuscouncilsfor donations
toinstitutions of their choicewith the remaining 20 percent
used by the state council to fund the Special OlympicsBas-
ketball Tournament held at Fort HaysStateUniversity inthe
spring. Local council membersareencouraging everyoneto
give generously when volunteers ask for donations.

Music booster cards available

Music Booster Cardsare on sale now until Oct. 23 for $5
each. If you have not been contacted by avocal or band stu-
dent, you can purchaseonefrom Shelly Biel ser at 462-7492.

67701

to: Genesis Thomas County, P.O. Box 214, Colby, Kan.

Collegeoffering certification courses

Colby Community Collegeisoffering certification courses
for social servicedesignees. Thecourseswill befrom8am.
to 5 p.m. on Oct. 13, 20, 22, Nov. 3 and 10 in the Robert

Burnett Memorial Student Union. Four college credits and

two certificates will be awarded for attendance at all eight
classes. Two college credits and one certificate will be
awarded for six classes. To enroll or for more information,
call (785) 462-3984, Ext. 286.

Popcorn fund raiser underway

Colby area Cub and Boy Scouts are selling Trails End
Gourmet Popcorn again as part of their annual fund raiser.
Orderswill betakenthismonthand money iscollected when
the popcornisdelivered in mid-November.
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