Friday

October 31, 2003

o>0¢

Volume 114, Number 184
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Robber
sentenced

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A man charged with robbing the
Dollar General store in Colby on
July 23, 2002 was sentenced today.

Gary W. Reynolds, 44, of Gulf
Port, Miss., pleaded guilty in Tho-
mas County District Court today.

Thomas County took Reynolds
into custody on Oct. 14. Ellis
County extradited Reynolds from
Missouri for prosecution before
sending him to Thomas County.

Hewaived hisright to aprelimi-
nary hearing and had aformal ar-
raignment this morning. Judge
Glenn Schiffner sentenced
Reynoldsto 59 monthstobeserved
consecutively with Reynolds' sen-
tence in Ellis County which is 57
months.

ReynoldsrobbedaTCBY storein
Hays just hours before the Colby
robbery. Hewas arrested in St. Jo-
seph, Mo. withinaweek of theKan-
sasrobberies. Hewascaught while
trying to rob the Dollar General in
St. Joseph. Inthe Col by robbery, he
took an unknown amount of cash
from the clerks, leading them to
believe hehad agun.

His attorney, Scott Schowalter,
enteredtheguilty pleaand Schiffner
asked Reynolds a series of ques-
tionstomakesureheunderstood his
rights and what it mean to waive
them. Reynoldstoldthejudgehe’ d
been in prison from 1980 to 2001
andonly out of jail 18 monthswhen
he robbed the Colby store.

Hewason probationand got into
debt and “didn’t know how to
handleit.”

County Attorney Allan Taylor
said Reynoldsis also wanted in
Colorado, Oklahoma, Mississippi
and Nebraska, but Nebraska has
waived its charges against him.

Cloudy, cool

Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
forecast

.Tonight...Mostly cloudy.
Lowsaround 30. East winds10
to 15 mph. Saturday...Partly
cloudy witha20 percent chance
of rain showers. Highs around
50. Southeast windsaround 15
mph. Satur day night...Mostly
cloudy witha20 percent chance
of rain showers. | solated thun-
derstormsintheevening. Lows
around40. Southwinds15t020
mph shifting tothe east 5to 15
mph after midnight.
Sunday...Mostly cloudy witha
20 percent chanceof rain show-
ers. Highs in the mid 50s.
Northeast winds 5 to 10 mph.
Sunday night...Mostly cloudy
with a slight chance of rain
showers and isolated thunder-
storms. Lowsin the upper 30s.
Chance of showers and thun-
derstorms 20 percent.
Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs
inthemid 50s.

By thenumbers:

Thursday’shigh, 44

Low thismorning, 31

Records for Oct.31, 87 in
1950 and 12 in 1905

Year ago today, 25 and 18

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.23

Year’s precipitation to date,
14.26

2002's precipitation to date,
12.54

Soil temperature, 57

Thesources:

The forecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recordedfore-
cast updated throughout theday
is available by calling (785)
899-7119. Current tempera-
tures are available by calling
460-TEMP.

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

He even looks after ‘ patients’
outinthefield.

That's the side of one Colby
doctor few people know about.

For nearly two decades Dr.
Victor Hildyard hasbeen adding
his own special “treat” to Hal-
loween — dozensand dozensof
carved pumpkins.

Eachyear thefamily practitio-
ner at Colby Medical and Surgi-
cal Center, has cultivated a 150’
x50’ plot of land specifically for
growing pumpkins, gourds and
other ornamental-type melons.

Then astheHalloween season
approaches, heharveststhecrop
by hand and begins the task of
separating, cleaning and storing
the gourdsfor later use and pre-
paringthepumpkinsfor carving.

After somany years, Hildyard
hasit downto an art.

Dr. Victor Hildyard of Colby has probably carved more than 800

Nestledinoneof theoutbuildings
behind his home, he goes through
the pilesand pilesof melonsdecid-
ing which ones will be used for
decorative purposes and which
ones will make the grade for that
year’s Halloween.

L ocated nearby theharvestishis
work table and many of the pump-
kinshewill be carving, along with
aknife, spoon, cinnamon, cloves
and candles.

Whilewatching histechnique, he
said he has his own special tipsfor
carving pumpkins.

He said it takes about five min-
utesto cut thetop off the pumpkin,
spoon out theinsidesand carvethe
eyes, nose and mouth.

When cutting the top, Hildyard
said he recommends making a
“notch” so that the lid fits better.
After spooning out the insides, he
artistically cuts a face out. Each
pumpkinhecarveshasitsowndis-

in time for Halloween. In addition to the pumpkins displayed on
pumpkins since he started growing his own patch many years his frontporch eachyear, he also has Frankenstein, spiders and
ago. Each one of the pumpkins has its own distinctive look just other scary creatures roaming the yard.

His other practice Is pumpkKins

tinctivelook and he doesn’t pencil
inany typeof outline.

One of hisown personal tipsfor
a“great smelling” pumpkinisto
add cinnamon and/or clovesin the
lid. After the pumpkin is cleaned
and carved, he will then sprinkle a
generous helping of cinnamon on
theinsideof thelid. Sometimes, he
said, he also like to place whole
clovesinthelid aswell.

Thefinal stepisputting acandle
inside, lightingit and replacing the
lid. When he has finished, al the
pumpkinsarehauled to thefront of
thehousefor theenjoyment of pass-
ersby and thetrick or treaters.

Onaverage, Hildyard said hewill
carve about 50 pumpkinsin a sea-
son, but thisyear the pumpkin crop
wasn’t asgood.

“Most years,” he said, “we will
have at | east one or two pumpkins
weighing between 100and 2001 bs.,
but thisyear therejust weren't alot

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

of pumpkins.”

Along with the pumpkins, he
also said he likes to experiment
with table decorations using the
variety of gourds. He also will
make arrangements using zebra
grassand other dried flowersand
melons.

Inonearrangement, therewere
gourds hanging from the rafters
painted in bright colors, giving
themtheappearanceof hugepea-
nut M&Ms.

With somany hoursdevotedto
his career, Hildyard said hisgar-
denservesasaway tounwind. In
additiontothepumpkin patch, he
also grows many varieties of
flowers and grasses wedged in-
sidetherowsandrowsof treeshe
planted many years ago.

When asked why he carves so
many pumpkins, Hildyardsaid he
just enjoysit.

“It'stherapy,” hesaid.

County pays Its share of roadwork
near Levant amounting to $125,000

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
The Thomas County Commis-
sioners agreed at their end-of-
month meeting today to pay
$125,000 asthe county’sshareof a
road project near Levant.
Commissioner Glen
Kersenbrock said thecounty hasto
pay 20 percent of the tab for redo-
ing three miles of oil road south of

. Briefly

Names wanted for Heart Tree

Thefamily andfriendsof thelateDr. Jeff Jenningsareonce
again sponsoring aHeart Treein hismemory. If someone
knows of any children in the Colby area whose Christmas
wishes should be placed on thetree, call 462-2179.

Interstate-70. Thestatewill pick up
the other 80 percent of the project.

Inother business, Clair Schrock,
head of thecounty road department,
wantedtolook intobuyingacouple
of new computers for his depart-
ment.

Kersenbrock told him to figure
out how many computersthey need
andwhat they want andthenthey’ ||
look into bids.

“It'sonlyfair,” Kersenbrock said.

The commissioners also ap-
proved anew water heater for the
courthouse for $250.

County Clerk Tracey Perkins
said the building needed either a
new valve for the old water heater
or it should be replaced.

Also discussed wasthe possibil-
ity of new carpeting at the Thomas
County Office Complex.

from9am.to4 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. to4 p.m.

Safety taping offered

TheLadiesVFWAuxiliary will besafety taping children’s
Halloween costumesat Dillonson Friday between4to6p.m.
Thisisafree service providing by the auxiliary to protect

youth in the community, organizers said.

College board meets Monday

The Colby Community College Board of Trustees will
meet at 5 p.m. on Monday, intheboard room of theadminis-
tration building for itsregular meeting. [temson the agenda
includeapproval of contractsand agreements; vehiclebids;
server hardwarebid; enrollment initiatives; wellnesscenter;

and policy and procedure manual.

Landfill hours change for winter

The Thomas County landfill has now started its winter
hours, said L arry Jumper, supervisor. Effectivethisweek the
hoursare M onday through Friday, 9a.m.to5p.m.; Saturday

Halloween party scheduled

WingsUponthePrairie, 485N. Franklin, will behavinga
community Halloween game night tonight from 7 to 8 p.m.
Games and pop will available at asmall charge. There will
beacostume contest with prizesfor agestoddler to 3, 4-6, 7-
10, 11-13 and 14 and ol der at 7:45 p.m. Free snacks and hot
cider will be provided. Children under 8 must be accompa-
nied by aparent or older sibling.

Hospital phone numbers change
Telephone numbers at Citizens Medical Center in Colby

Kersenbrock wanted to get an
ideaof how muchmoney thereisin
the budget for building mainte-
nance before taking bids.

The commissioners will hold
their next regular meetingonMon-
day at 9 am. at the courthouse.

Items on the agenda include an
executivesessiontodiscussaposi-
tion at the county health depart-
ment.

Exchange
students
like Colby

Differences
are homework,
size of classes

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Colby High School hasacouple
of new facesinits classrooms.

Anett Szigeti from Gyor, Hun-
gary and Watanya Fangsawat of
Uttaradit, Thailand are this year’s
exchange students.

Anett, 15and ajunior, isstaying
with DeAnn Guy, and Watanya, 17,
asenior, isstayingwith Bruce anc
Janice Frahm.

Both are enjoying their stay in
Kansas, andtalked about thediffer-
ences between the Sunflower state
and their home countries.

“1 like Colby,” Watanya said. “I
liketheweather here. It'sdifferent
thanThailand. I’ mlookingforwarc
tosnow.”

Shesaid Thailandishot likeKan-
sasduring thesummer, except they
don’'t have to put up with Kansas'
wind.

Anett’s also enjoying the differ-
ent weather. In Hungary right now,
shesaidit’scolder andthere sprob-
ably already snow on the ground.

Americanhighschool isachange
for both girls.

Watanya attended an all-girl
academy in Thailand. She said the
changeinColby isnicebecauseit’s
co-ed and has fewer students.

Her school at home has approxi-
mately 3,000 students.

Anett said thebiggest difference
hereishomework.

Asfar as classes are concerned,
taking American history and gov-
ernment are the biggest change.
Watanya's al so taking Spanish be-
cause she enjoys different lan-
guages.

Both arealso involved in school
activities.

Anett ran cross country thisfall
and hasjust joined the danceteam.
“1 like to try something new,” she
said.

Watanya's looking forward to
playing softball becauseitisn’t of-
fered at home.

ThisisAnett’sfirst exchangeex-
perience. Shewanted to spend last
year abroad but she said she was
“toollittle” togo at 14.

Beinginanexchangeprogramis
giving her the chance to improve
her English. She stressed that in
Hungary knowing twolanguagesis
important.

Watanya is a second-year ex-
change student, noting that she
spent last year in Hungary and al sc
wanted to improve her language
skills.

After high school, she wants to
attend university and study politi-
cal and computer scienceand com:-
puter engineering.

Shewouldliketobeanambassa-
dor because she likes contact with
people from other countries.

Anett hasn't decided what she
wantsto do yet but said she would
liketo go to auniversity and work
abroad.

will now have the“460" prefix rather than “462,” but with

one exception, said Tama Unger at the hospital. The only
telephone number that was not changed was at the main

switchboard, which is still 462-7511. Otherwise all other
telephone numbers at the hospital will now be “460.” The
change was effective on Monday, she said.

For questions, call 462-7511.

Cheer clinic set for grade schoolers
The Colby Community College cheer squad will host &
three-hour cheerleading clinic for girls in kindergarten
through grade6 on Saturday from9a.m.tonoonintheColby
Community Building gymnasium. The cost is $10.
Those attending will be able to perform with the college
cheer squad at the half-time show of the men’s basketball

gameon Sunday Nov. 2 at 3 p.m. Registration Saturday will

beat 8:45am.

Questions to Leisa Hansen, Colby Community College
cheer coach 462-3984, ext. 275.
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