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Family

IDeath

Billinger

Ronald Joseph Billinger, 63, of
Hays died Sunday, Nov. 16, at the
HaysMedical Center in Hays.

Mr. Billinger was born on June
30, 1940 at St. Peter to Michael Jo-
sephand Kathryn (Sauer) Billinger.
He married Brenda Finucane on
Feb. 13,1965at Joliett, I1l. Hemar-
ried Mary Whiteon Oct. 2, 2003in
Hays. He was butcher and afarm
worker and a member of the St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church in St.
Peter, attending the catholic school
there and was a member of a coin
club.

Survivorsincludehiswife, Mary,
of thehome; ason, Michael, Hays;
daughters, Mary Kathryn Copeland
of Hays, Maureen Billinger of Chi-
cago, Ill.; Monica Billinger of
Hays; TorieRichmond of Stockton;
astepdaughter, Jasen Gray, a step-
son; Kathryn Pierce, his mother;
brothers Jerry of Surprise, Ariz.,
Rich of Overland Park, and Stan of
Great Bend; a sister, Erlena
Wheel er of RoseHill and 10 grand-
children.

Hewasprecededin death by two
sisters, Carmelita Billinger and
SophiaBillinger.

Services will be held at 10:30
a.m., Saturday, Nov. 22, at the St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church in St.
Peter. Burial will bein the church
cemetery. A family prayer service
will beat 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, at the
Hays Memoria Chapel Funeral
Home, 20th and Pine. Visitation
will alsobefrom6to8p.m., alsoat
HaysMemorial Chapel.

Memorials may be made to the
Inpatient Oncology Unit at Hays
Medical Center or the Dreiling-
Schmidt Cancer Center at theHays
Medical Center, 2220 Canterbury
Dr., Hay, Kan. 67601.

Philip Robben

Philip Robben, 70, of Oakley,
died Sunday, Nov. 16,2003 at Gove
County Medical Center in Quinter.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday at St. Joseph Catholic
ChurchinOakley. Visitationwill be
from2to9p.m.

Wednesday at Kennedy-Koster
Funeral Home in Oakley. Rosary
wake service will be at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at the funeral home.

Commodity
distribution set
for next week

USDA commodity distribution
will be from 9 to 10 am. Monday,
Nov. 24 at the RSVP office in the
Senior Progress Center, 165 Fike
Park.

Eligiblepeoplemay receivecom-
modities according to income
guidelinesat that dateandtimeonly.
Distributionisonafirst-come, first-
served basisand may not beginun-
til the advertised time.

Participants are asked to not ar-
rive at the distribution site more
than 30 minutes prior to the distri-
bution. Eligiblepeoplewhoarenot
able to attend the distribution may
sendasighned permissionslipwith
another personto pick uptheir com-
modities. However, onepersonwill
only be allowed to pick up com-
modities for atotal of two house-
holds. For information, call (785)
462-6744.

High PlainsLions met on Veter-
ansDay eveningat thePrairieRose
Room for their regular meeting.
Don Morton, guest, ledtheflag sa-
lute, Lion Larry Koon gave the
prayer and Lion Sheryl Brenn lead
the group in singing of America.
Following a buffet dinner, Lion
Melinda Morton introduced her
guest, her husband Don Morton.
Don gave the program concerning
Veteran's Day and some of his ex-
periencein the Desert Storm War.

Veteran Morton reported that:

WorldWar | cametoanendat the
11thhour of the11thday of the11th
monthin 1918.

The day became an instant holi-
day of rejoicing after four long
years of endless war between the

Clubs

Alliesand Germany. Thisday was
calledArmisticeDay andin 1926 a
Congressional resol utionstated that
this day be commemorated with
thanksgiving and prayer designed
to perpetuate peace through good-
will between nations.

Somestatesobservedthisday on
thefourth Monday of themonthand
some states Nov. 11th.

In 1938 Congressdeclared Nov.
11alegal holiday. A day tobededi-
cated to the cause of world peace.
All government buildings, schools
and churches were called upon to
display theAmericanflag. France,

Great Britain and Canada also ob-
served the day to fallen soldiers of
WWI. Great Britain named the day
Remembrance Sunday and Canada
named it Remembrance Day.

In 1953 Alvin King of Emporia
suggested the name be changed to
Veterans Day in honor of all veter-
ans. Dwight D. Eisenhowerin 1954
issued thefirst Veterans Day proc-
lamation.

In 1990 the Colby National
Guardwascalledto aidtheir coun-
try inthewar at Desert Storm.

The Colby unitisageneral sup-
port maintenance supply division.
Don said, “We thought we were
ready togo. . .weweren't. Wespent
about two and ahalf monthsat Fort
Riley getting ready to deploy.”

Whenthey arrived therewasan air
war going on. They were located
about 300 milessouth of theborder.
They expected to be there about a
year, but luckily the war cameto a
closing and they returned to Colby
in about five months.
Hesaidthereal emotional part of
the ordeal wasthereturning home.
He explained that therewere many
soldiersthat had servedintheViet-
nam War and “ They finally got the
respect and honor they deserved.
The group flew home in a 747 jet.
Noonerodeinthefirst classsection
except the Vietnam Vets.”
TheColby unit suffered nocasu-
altiesin Desert Storm.
Thereweremany thingstobere-
joicing their return, but “The Viet-

- ——— High Plains Lions discuss Veterans Day history

nam Vetsfinally got thehonor upon
returning they deserved.”

Don Morton joined the guard in
1979 and islooking forward to his
25-year service. The club appreci-
ated Don’s Veterans Day program.

Inother businesstheclubwasre-
minded of the Dec. 6 pancake feed
andtheDec. 8 Christmasparty. The
next club meeting will be Nov. 24.

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-PlainsCo-op
Wheat $3.68
Corn $2.38
Milo $3.95
Soybeans $7.24

State teams with university to study health insurance

Each year, the Kansas I nsurance
Department receives thousands of
phonecallsfrom consumersasking
for answerstotheirinsuranceques-
tions.

Morethan half of those callsare
related to asingle topic: healthin-
surance. Whilemany of theseques-
tions are related to specific issues
with single health insurance poli-
cies, we also hear many questions
about the cost, avail ability and sta-
tusof health insurancein general .

A recent statewide survey of
Kansans indicates about 10.5 per-
cent of our state’ spopulationisliv-
ing without any health insurance.
Thesurvey wasfunded by thefed-
eral Health Resourcesand Services
Administration and administered
by the Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment and the University of Kansas
Medical Center.

Happenings

Roger Haleof Colby returnedre-
cently from atrip to the Ozarks.

He spent sometimein Arkansas
and southern Missouri. Hewasin
Branson for their Christmas open-
ing and attended many of their
Christmasshows. Whilein Eureka
Springs, Ark. he visited Granny
Fran'sArt Gallery.

Granny Fran wasthewife of the
late Tom Curry. Tomwasan artin-
structor at Colby Community Col-
lege for many years and Frances
taught in the Educational Depart-
ment. Her gallery isnear Berryville,
Ark. and sheis selling art work of
Tom’sand her own primitivepaint-
ings.

He also spent a day at the Pre-
cious Moments I nspiration Park at
Carthage, Mo. Enroute to the
Ozarks he helped his cousin John
Gregory celebratehis50th birthday
at Assaria and he also visited his
aunt Pat Gregory.

JuniaHalehasbeenaguest of her
sonRoger for afew days. Whileshe
was here they took advantage of
several of thecommunity dinnersin
the area and the United States Air
Force Band performance.
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We can help get you there!
ASK US ABOUT OUR HOME EQUITY LOANS

Pay off credit cards

*Fix up your home

*Plan that dream vacation!

*Interest may be deductible
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Call or Stop by
Today for
More Details!

785-460-3321

FDIC

5% APR Variable
Rate Based on
Wall Street Prime

Equal Housing Lender

Your Community Bank.

Sandy
Praeger

® Kansas Insurance
Commissioner

Now thefederal government has
awarded theKansas|nsurance De-
partment an additional grant of
$185,000 for researchinto waysto
makehealthinsurancemoreafford-
ableand availableto Kansans.

Wehaveonceagainturnedtothe
University of KansasMedical Cen-
ter for assistance.

Dr.BarbaraLangner fromtheKU
School of Nursing will lead our ef-
fortstorefinetheexistingsurvey in-
formation and update what we
know about health insurance in
Kansas.

We already know that uninsured
peopletend to avoid the doctor ex-
cept for seriousinjuriesor illness.
Thisisinefficient and expensive.

Many of thesesamepeopletell us
they cannot afford the existing
health insurance products offered.

Small employers say they are
findingit harder to offer health ben-
efitsto their employees.

Larger employersarefacingris-
ing costs and often pass more of
thoseinsurancecoststotheir work-
ers.

Individual insurance policies
haveseenthegreatest percentageof
cost increases in the past decade.

And the cost of healthcare and
health insurance are projected to
increaseat similar ratesfor thenext
several years.

Therearenosimpleanswers. But
with good information and effec-
tive research, we can get a better
idea of who isuninsured, and how
wemight beabletofill thegaps. We
will talk to employers, employees
and

Kansans from all walks of life.

And, as always, the Kansas Insur-
ance Department wel comes input
from anyone with ideas, questions
or concerns.

My thanks go out to the Univer-
sity of Kansas Medical Center and
the Health Resourcesand Services
Administrationfor helping uswith
thisimportant research.

I look forwardtoworking closely
withthesepartnersaswedevelopa
strategic plantoimprovehealthin-

surance coveragein Kansas.

We will talk to employers, em-
ployeesand Kansansfromall walks
of life.

And, asalways, theKansas| nsur-
ance Department welcomes input
from anyone with ideas, questions
or concerns.

If you haveaquestionor concern
about an insurance-related issue,
please call our Consumer Assis-
tance Hotline at 1-800-432-2484.
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TUESDAY, November 18

Rotary, Student Union, hoon

tor, (800) 432-7422.

\

Community Calendar

Second grade Pow-Wow - Colby Grade School
Rebekahs, Betty Carney, 10 am. (2nd & 4th Tuesday)

AlcoholicsAnonymous, city hall basement, noon (non-smoking)
Kids& Kaboodle"BeforetheHorse,” Grades1-6, PMAH, 4 p.m.
Ladiescardsand social, Country Club, 5:30 p.m.

Weight Watchers, United Methodist Church, 6:30 p.m.
Domestic Violence Support Group, 7 p.m. Call 462-2860
Sweet Adelines|nternational , United M ethodist Church, 7:30p.m.
New Hope NarcoticsAnonymous, City Hall Basement, 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, November 19

GenesisThomasCounty, 350 S. Range, 10a.m.-noon & 1-4 p.m.

TeleFriend Information meeting, 5:30 p.m. (call 462-6996)

Caregiver Support Group, Colby College Student Union, 7to 9
p.m. (1st Wednesday of each month) - Jennifer Anderson, coordina-

Kids& Kaboodle, “BeforetheHorse,” 9am. and 1 p.m., PMAH
Gem Lions, Gem Community Building, 7 p.m. (2nd & 4th\Wed.)
Solid Rock Junior High Youth Group, Armory, 7-8:30 p.m.
Pinochle, American Legion, 7:30 p.m.
AlcoholicsAnonymous & Al Anon, 1275 West 6th, 8:30 p.m.
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Family and friends of

Viola Jones

are requesting a card

shower or telephone

calls for her
85th Birthday

on November 22, 2003

Phone: 785-460-2342,

520 West 4th St.
Colby, KS 67701

Thank you!

1600 Home plus 200 Regional
minutes in the 5-State Area

WRAP IT UP EARLY

SALE

NOVEMBER 17- NOVEMBER 30

Get more minutes than ever
across a wider area than ever!

v FIVE-STATE CALLING %

Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Oklahoma and now Texas

1800 anytime minutes ‘

monthly access for just

$29°

UNICEL

part of life here.

Nokia 2260 on sale

ADD:

FREE ACTIVATION a $25 savings on any Unicel plan!

New 18-month service agreement required on all promotions.

1-800-GO CELLULAR 462-3558]

Unicel Retail Stores: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1
Unicel Authorized Agents: Atwood: Decision Weather Goodland: Sight and Sound Great Bend: Bass-X Sounds Hays: Horizon Appliance  Midwest Drugs LaCrosse: Dean’s Auto Sales Larned: Ralph Baird Motors, Inc.
Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co. Norton: Computer Pro Oberlin: Decision Weather Oshorne: Simmons Company Phillipsburg: Computer Pro Plainville: Saven Video Pratt: T Communications
Russell: Russell Video Smith Center: Simmons Company St. Francis: Decision Weather ¢ Poling Chiropractic St. John: Huston Floral & Glass Palace Stockton: Primetime Wakeeney: True Value

Great Bend: 1101 Main St.

for $9.99.
Makes a great gift!
Our mg\“s
start at
8 pm!

U.S. Toll Free Calling
and 3000 Night &

Weekend Minutes
for only $3/month

www.unicel.com

Hays: 4325 Vine St.

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Fees will be added to your bill for each line of service to help defray Unicel's costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations; these fees are not taxes or government-required charges.
Subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. $25 activation fee required on all new activations (unless waived as part of promotion). Waived activation available through December 31, 2003. $200 early termination fee
applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit may be required. Must meet applicable legal age requirements, present valid ID and have user address within the Unicel Home Area (see in-store maps). Home minutes are available for use
in the Home Area and Regional minutes are available for use in the Regional Area; Home and Regional minutes cannot be shared. U.S. Toll Free Calling is available from the Unicel Home Area to the 48 Continental United States; Night & Weekend
minutes are available from the Unicel Home Area Monday through Thursday from 8 pm to 6:59 am, and from Friday 8 pm through Monday 6:59 am. Calls made in excess of included minutes or outside applicable calling areas will incur additional
charges. Requires use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Equipment pricing, equipment availability and promotions may vary at Authorized Agent locations. Landline surcharge, equipment maintenance and fraud prevention fees apply. Federal,
state and local taxes apply. Other fees and charges may apply for roaming, interconnect and long distance. Limited time offer; good while supplies last. Additional restrictions apply. See store for details.



