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Thomas County
Red Cross chapter
needs volunteers

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Chapter of
theAmerican Red Crossislooking
for afew good volunteers.

Maybeyou couldbeoneof them.

Mary Smith, chapter manager,
said the Colby Red Cross office
needsvolunteerswho candrivethe
Emergency Response Vehicle and
respond to national disasters.

“Wehaveclassesschedul ed next
month,” shesaid. The classeswill
be every Thursday for about five
weeks and are specifically geared
toward human resources system
training. Severa peoplearealready
signed up for thetraining and there
isstill room for more.

Colby’semergency responseve-
hicleisoneof only seveninthestate
of Kansas but the community only
hastwo volunteerswho aretrained
todrivethevehicleandqualifiedto
respond to national disasters.

“These people can only go once
ayear,” Smith said. If morevolun-
teers aren’t found, she said, the
chapter could haveitsvehiclereas-
signed elsewhere.

The vehicle is used to serve
meal's, snacks and water to people
who aredisplaced by disaster andto
relief workers. It hasthecapacity to

|_1ons mobile screenir

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Among the many activities
plannedfor theWellnessFair, orga-
nizers wanted to remind everyone
that ontheday of thefair, Saturday,
Jan. 17, theLionsmobilescreening
unit will beavailable.
Screenings will include visual
acuity, tonometry (glaucomapres-
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Pleasant outlook

Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
forecast

Tonight...Mostly clear.
Lowsin the lower 20s. North-
west winds 10-20 miles per
hour. Friday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the upper 50s. West
wind 5-15 mph. Friday
night...Mostly clear. Lowinthe
mid-20s. West wind 5-15 mph.
Saturday...Mostly sunny.
Highsinthelow 60s. Westwind
10-15 mph. Saturday
night....Partly cloudy. Lowsin
the mid 20s. Sunday...Partly
cloudy. Highs in the low 50s.
Sunday night...Partly cloudy.
20 percent chance of rain or
snow. Lowsaround 20.

By thenumbers:

Wednesday’s high, 58

Low thismorning, 22

Records for Dec. 18, 76 in
1980 and -11in 1983

Year ago today, 50 and 19

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.09

Month’ssnowfall, 3inches

Year’s precipitation to date,
14.53

2002’s precipitation to date,
12.60

Soil temperature, 34

Thesources:

Theforecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. Arecorded fore-
cast updated throughout theday
is available by calling (785)
899-7119. Current tempera-
tures are available by calling
460-TEMP.

servetwo mealsaday to up to 600
people. Smithsaidtherearebenefits
to having the vehicle here, mainly
beingready for disasters. “Wehope
we never have alarge-scale disas-
ter,” shesaid. “But we havethere-
sourcesright hereto respond.”

The training is free and when
volunteers go out on assignment,
they don’t haveto pay for anything
out of pocket. Lodging and trans-
portation are paid for by the Red
Cross. Shesaidtheonly real costto
volunteersisthelossof timeor pay
if they’ reemployed.

Volunteers must be able to com-
mit to three weeks for a national
disaster and bereasonably fit.

They also need to meet other cri-
teria, like being reasonably fit and
have health insurance and Internet
access. “Right now thisisthe big-
gest thing,” she said.

Theemergency responsevehicle
has been used by other chaptersin
times of need. Smith said this past
spring, the vehiclewastransferred
to drivers from another chapter to
help with relief efforts.

Volunteersrespondwhenneeded
and there's no limit on how many
they goout on. Shesaidit’smainly
up to volunteers, but onceayear is
theminimum. Call (785)462-7161.

sure), blood pressure, non-fasting
blood sugar, hearing booth screen,
andvisionfieldsscreen, said Tracey
King, oneof thewelInesscoordina-
tors.

“The Kansas Lions Sight
Foundation’smobilescreen unitis
a self-contained bus that travels
statewide,” King said. “Thisisa
great opportunity for peopleto re-
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Santa ponders request

Colby’s Santa City. Anyone wanting to tell Santa their Christ-
mas wishes still has plenty of time. Santa City will be open late cated adjacent to Fike Park and he’s in the Scout Hut there.

Blais Vrbas of Colby took his turn to visit with Santa Claus at from 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, from 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturday and

Sunday, and from 1-3 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Santa City is lo-
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ceive many screeningsand will be
part of the regular Wellness Fair
registration.”

Along with the screening unit,
Colby optometrists, Larry
Washburnand Jeff Morrisonwill be
assisting with the vision screens,
Lions club members will provide
hearing screeningsandthe Thomas
County Emergency Medical Ser-

vicespersonnel will dobloodwork.

“We certainly appreciatethe Li-
ons for making the mobile unit
available for the fair,” King said
today.

Other dates associated with the
Wellness Fair include lab work on
Thursday, Jan. 8; Saturday, Jan. 10;
Monday, Jan. 12; and Tuesday, Jan.
13. All lab work will be done from

6to9am. at CitizensMedical Cen-
terinColby. Thoseplanningtotake
advantageof thelabwork areasked
to gotothefront lobby, King said.

Costsfor bloodwork will require
payingthefair registrationfeeof $5
with complete blood count, lipid
profile and glucose at $15; TSH
(thyroid) at $12; and PSA (prostate)
at $18.

g unit to be part of this year’s wellness fair

Resultsfromthelabwork will be
availableontheday of thefair from
9am.to1p.m. at the Colby Com-
munity College student union.

Attending thefair isagreat way
to start the new year, she said, anc
offersparticipantshealthy lifestyle
choices.

Thoseplanningtotakepartinthe
wellnessfair should notethedates.

No more walking for these guys

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Mike Albers, technology director for the City of Colby, read elec-
tric and water meters using a vehicle radio reader unit that re-
placesthetraditional walking routes. More than 40 percent of the
city has been converted to the reader system, saving the city
money in manhours and errors, he said.

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Technology has made reading
city meters more efficient for cus-
tomersandlesstime-consumingfor
employees, said MikeAlbers, tech-
nology director for the City of
Colby.

For many years, reading electric
and water meters was a five-day
process for the line crew and pub-
lic works department, he said.

With the vehicle radio reader
unit, thetimehasbeen cut morethan
half in the number of daysit takes
to read the meters and manpower
hours.

Albers said the city is about 40
percent convertedtothereader unit
and requires the help of two em-
ployees walking the remaining
meter route not yet converted.

Thisisabig improvement, he
said, becauselesspeopleareneeded
to be pulled away from other work

Meter readers are bitten by the technology bug

intheelectricand publicworksde-
partments.

Theradio unit can “read” more
than 1,900 metersin lessthan five
hours, hesaid, addingthat thesame
amount of meterswould havetaken
over threedaysfor onepersontodo
walking.

“One person could read about
500 to 600 metersin a day — but
that’ sabout themaximum,” Albers
said.

When the reader unit was first
purchased about four yearsago, he
said, thecity concentrateditsefforts
on getting the meters updated in
“hard to read” places, such as
locked gates or where larger ani-
mals made it difficult to get to the
equipment.

The way the unit works from a
vehicle, Alberssaid, isthat he*zig-
zags’ through the city and the an-
tennaelocatesthemetersandtrans-
mitstheinformation by serial num-

bersinto the computer.

“Thereader unit cansort out 20
to 30 meters at atime,” he said.
“Once the information is col-
lected, theprogramat Colby City
Hall can match transmissionsto
serial numbers.”

The system also allows no
room for error, since everything
isdoneelectronically and void of
human error, which could happen
when numbers are transposed
accidentally, he said.

The city continuesto work on
upgrading the remaining meters
with an electronic devicethat is
compatibleto the reader unit. In
most cases, theonly upgradenec-
essary will betoadd aradiotrans-
mitter or M XU intothewater pit,
hesaid. Somemeterswill needto
be changed out completely,
which will be done astime al-
lows, hesaid, but therearen’ttoo
many older metersleftinthecity.
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Commodities still available

Commodities are still available for eligible personswho
missed the Dec. 15 distribution. Contact the RSV Poffice at
462-6744 to make arrangementsfor pick up.

‘Thank You’ concert scheduled

Asa"“thank you” tothecommunity for itssupport of Pickin’
on the Plains Bluegrass and Folk Festival, the McLemore
Family and Larry Booth will present a seasonal concert for
the public on Sunday at Fairview Estates. The concert will
begin at 7:30 p.m. inthedining hall. Fairview Estatesislo-
cated just east of Dillons. Everyonein thecommunity isin-
vited and admissionisfree; however, cannedfood donations
will be accepted for Thomas County Genesis.

Students’ recital is Saturday
Piano studentsof SharonKrissarehavingarecital on Sat-

urday at 10a.m. at the Col by United M ethodist Church. They
will beplaying songsinterwovenwith*“ TheChristmas Story”
and “ Twas the Night Before Christmas.” The public is en-
couraged and welcometo come.

Christmas prano recital set

Piano studentsof Pat Ziegelmeier will performinaChrist-
masrecital on Saturday at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary of Colby
United Methodist Church. The program will be acombina-
tion of solosand ensembles. Everyoneisinvited.

Community choir to perform

TheThomas County Ministerial Allianceissponsoring a
program featuring the community choir at 7:30 p.m., Satur-
day, in the Colby High School auditorium. The event will
feature more than 30 singersfrom the area.

Quilt giveaway rescheduled
The Cooperating Collection Site RC&D quilt giveaway

that was to have taken place on Monday, Dec. 15 has been
rescheduled for 1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 22 dueto the weather
earlier thisweek. The event will take place at Pioneer Me-
morial Library.

Landfill holiday hours noted

The Thomas County Landfill will close at 3 p.m. on
Wednesday, Dec. 24 andwill not reopen until Saturday, Dec.
27. Thelandfill will be open regular hoursfrom 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.onthe27thand 1to4 p.m. onthe28th. Thelandfill will
be closed Thursday, Jan. 1 for the New Year's Day holiday.

Senior party is Friday

Prairie Senior Living Complex will host aChristmasparty
for itsresidentson Friday from 2-4 p.m. Family and friends
of residents as well asthe public are invited. Colby Grade
School fifth grade choir will be on hand to performand at 3
p.m. Mr. and Mrs. Clauswill be present to hand out giftsto
residents.
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