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High Plains Art Club revisits life of famous artist

Community Calendar

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat $3.76
Corn $2.45
Milo $4.01
Soybeans $7.02

Markets

See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

(available in trade area only)

1195 S. Range
Colby, KS
460-2000

“Neighbors helping neighbors”

Family and members
of the 1st Baptist

Church invite you to
celebrate

Fay Barnett’s
100th Birthday
on Friday, December
5, 2003 at Lantern
Park Manor in Colby
from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Cards may also be
sent to her at

105 College Dr.,
Colby, KS  67701.

Club NewsMembers of  the High Plains Art
Club gathered at the home of Mar-
lene Carpenter, club president, for
a program on the life of female art-
ist, Georgia Totto O’ Keeffe on
Tuesday, Nov. 11. Margaret Den-
neler presented the program.

“O’Keeffe was born November
15, 1887 in Sun Prairie, Wis.  on her
parents farm, one of seven chil-
dren,”  she said.

 Both of Goergia’s grandmothers
liked to paint and so did Georgia,
Denneler said.

Georgia’s mother scraped to-
gether enough money to give Geor-
gia private art lessons and, at the age
of 12, Georgia announced that she
was going to be an artist. Georgia at-
tended various schools and had art
training paid for by her parents.

After Georgia’s father, Francis,
moved the family to Williamsburg,
Virginia in 1903, Georgia was sent
to Chatham Episcopal Institute
there in Williamsburg where she
also studied piano.

 “Georgia often said, ‘Since I can-
not sing, I paint.’  She continued to
love music all of her life,”  Denneler
said.

After recovering from a bout with
typhoid, Georgia went to work as a
commercial artist to help support
her family that was in dire straits
due to the poor business dealings of
her father. Later her parents sepa-
rated and her mother became ill
with tuberculosis. Some time later,
Georgia taught drawing in the fron-
tier town of Amarillo, Texas.  In the
summers she returned to
Charlottesville to teach summer
school at the University of Virginia.

In 1914 Georgia spent a year at
New York’s Columbia Teacher’s
College where she studied under
Arthur Dow. It was later, while
teaching at South Carolina music
school for girls, that O’Keeffe de-
veloped her abstract style. It was a
friend, Anita Pollitzer, who took
some of O’Keeffe’s paintings to the
291 Gallery on New York’s Fifth
Avenue to be presented to the
Gallery’s owner, Alfred Stieglitz.
After studying the drawing for quite
some time, he stated, “ Finally, a
woman on paper.”

Stieglitz began to show paintings
by  O’Keeffe’s and that also began
the long romance between the two.
Stieglitz began to spend many hours
with O’ Keeffe and this caused
trouble with his marriage due to the
fact that O’Keeffe often painted in
the nude and Stieglitz amused him-
self by taking photographs of the
artist at work. Stieglitz and his wife
eventually divorced and he and
O’Keeffe married, even though she
was 20 years younger than he.

“ This romance,”  she said, “
bloomed for several years until
Stieglitz became infatuated with a
young woman, Dorothy Norman,
an heir to the Sears Roebuck for-
tune.

Even though she was 40 years
younger than Alfred, they became
lovers and she moved into the gal-
lery and took over the administra-
tive work there.”

Georgia, in an effort to get away,
bought a Model A Ford and drove

to New Mexico after hearing tales
about the beauty of that area from a
friend, Lady Dorothy Brett. When
she returned to New York, Georgia
found that Alfred had been photo-
graphing Dorothy the way he used
to photograph her.

 Georgia fell into a deep depres-
sion.

 She was hospitalized and Alfred
was forbidden from visiting her.

After recovering, Georgia re-
turned to New Mexico every year.
She later built a permanent home in
the tiny town of Abiquiu, New
Mexico and submerged herself in
painting the new colors and shapes
of the New Mexico landscapes, and
her carrier boomed.

“ After Arthur died on July 13,
1946, Georgia ordered Dorothy
Norman out of the gallery and then
Georgia returned to New Mexico,”
she told the club.

When Georgia grew older and be-
gan to need assistance in 1973 at the
age of 85, she hired a handsome
young potter named Juan Hamilton
to do odd job and to take care of her.

He became an important part of
Georgia’s life and when she died on
March 6, 1986, in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, she left Hamilton an estate
worth 90 million.

 Her relatives contested the will
and a settlement was reached but
Hamilton remains a wealthy man.

After the program, refreshments,
furnished by Mary Lewis, who
could not attend that day, were
served.

During the business portion of the
meeting, Marj Brown, secretary,
announced that the club’s Christ-

Fritz Ostmeyer signes her name to complete the mural she painted
at the Prairie Senior Living Complex  in Colby. It is the last of the
murals to be painted by the High Plains Art Club members at the
living complex.

mas luncheon would be held at the
Colby Country Club on Tuesday,
Dec.9, at 11:30 and that a video on
the life of Leonardo DeVinci would
be shown following the meal.

Carpenter informed the members
that the month of April had been

approved as the month for the Art
Club to have their show at Colby
College.

 Fritz Ostmeyer said that she had
finished her mural at Prairie Senior
Living Center and so that completes
all of the murals to be painted there.

WEDNESDAY,  December 3
Genesis Thomas County pickup, 350 S. Range, 10 a.m.-noon &1

-4 p.m.
TeleFriend Information meeting, 5:30 p.m. (call 462-6996)
Caregiver Support Group, Colby College Student Union, 7 to 9

p.m. (1st Wednesday of each month) - Jennifer Anderson, coordi-
nator, (800) 432-7422.

Gem Lions, Gem Community Building, 7 p.m. (2nd & 4th
Wednesdays)

Solid Rock Junior High Youth Group, Armory, 7-8:30 p.m.
Pinochle, American Legion, 7:30 p.m.
Sixth Street Alcoholics Anonymous & Al Anon (non-smoking),

1275 West 6th, 8:30 p.m.

Happenings
Adaptive equipment library

open at Colby hospital
The Adaptive Equipment Library

at Citizens Medical Center contin-
ues to grow. The demand for adap-
tive equipment has been very high,
and at this time there are only a few
pieces left. For those who are in
need of equipment, please keep
checking with the Occupational
Therapy Department at Citizens
Medical Center. Items are checked
back in regularly.

Also, for  families with adaptive
equipment that  are no longer
needed, call Gina Jennings or
Nichole Baker in the Occupational
Therapy Department. You can also
contact Tama Unger, Director of
Fund Development if you are want-
ing to contribute to the library. “The

demand is very high for the adap-
tive equipment and it is Citizens
Medical Center’s desire to have as
many pieces available to our com-
munity as possible,”  Unger said.
Citizens Medical Center would
again like to thank the Sheriff ’s
Drug Siezure Committee for their
generous contribution to the Adap-
tive Equipment Library.

Supporting schools
with Eagle T-shirts

The Colby Grade School Parent-
Teacher Organization has Colby
‘Power-Eagle’ T-shirts for sale. The
T-shirts are available at the grade

school and would make ideal
Christmas gifts for those Eagle fans,
said Darci Schields, Colby Grade
School Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tion  publicity chair . For questions
or to order by telephone, call Tera
Edmundson at 462-6188.

Deaths

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-

Marvin Lee Cox
Marvin Lee Cox, 86, of Atwood,

died Sunday, Nov. 16, 2003 in
Atwood.

Services were at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 19 at Sacred Hearth
Catholic Church in Atwood. Burial
followed at Mount Calvary Cem-
etery in Atwood, with military rites
by the American Legion, Sam
Hubbard Post #46 of Atwood.

Mr. Cox is survived by his wife,
Erma, daughters Nancy Jo Rosen-
thal of Rockville, Md. Mary Jane
Zimmerly of Hackettstown, N.J.
and Lee Ann Heier of Quinter; sis-
ters Ada Fae Bell, Mary Jo Young-
blood, and Dorothy Knudson and
brother J.B. Cox, all of Atwood and
eight grandchildren.

He was born May 23, 1917 in
Rawlins County to Mary Gertrude
Brown and Ray Ardell Cox. H was
a lifelong resident of Rawlins and
Graham counties and attended
Atwood High School.

 He spent some time in the Pacific
Northwest while working in the
lumber industry. He began a career
with the United States Postal Ser-
vice in 1939.

At the outbreak of WWII, he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy, serving in
Corpus Christi, Texas and the Pa-
cific. After the war he returned
home to Atwood and resumed his
position as a rural mail career until
retirement in 1979. He also drove a
bus for the Atwood school system
and worked for the Atwood Co-op
for 16 years.

During military leave in 1942, he
married Erma L. Curtin at Sacred
Hearth Church in Atwood.

He enjoyed spending time with
his family and friends and his work
with the American Legion, Atwood
Lions Club and Sacred Heart
Church. He loved to golf and rarely
missed an Atwood Buffalo football
game. He enjoyed a good novel and
heated political debate.

Mr. Cox also served as a board
member for Wheatridge Manor and
the Obert Senior Center and the
state as a representative for North-
west Kansas on the State Commis-
sion on Aging.

Memorials are suggested to the
2nd Century Fund, Sacred Heart
Church or the Atwood Public Li-
brary.

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Fees will be added to your bill for each line of service to help defray Unicel’s costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations; these fees are not
taxes or government-required charges. Subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. $25 activation fee required on all new activations. $200 early termination fee applies to each
line. Credit check and security deposit may be required. Must meet applicable legal age requirements, present valid ID and have user address within the Unicel Home Area (see in-store maps). Home minutes
are available for use in the Home Area and Regional minutes are available for use in the Regional Area; Home and Regional minutes cannot be shared. Calls made in excess of included minutes or out-
side applicable calling areas will incur additional charges. Requires use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Equipment pricing, equipment availability and promotions may vary at Authorized Agent loca-
tions. Landline surcharge, equipment maintenance and fraud prevention fees apply. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Other fees and charges may apply for roaming, interconnect and
long distance. Limited time offer; good while supplies last. Additional restrictions apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions.

Unicel Retail Stores: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1 Great Bend: 1101 Main St. Hays: 4325 Vine St.
Unicel Authorized Agents: Atwood: Decision Weather  Goodland: Sight and Sound  Great Bend: Bass-X Sounds  Hays: Horizon Appliance • Midwest Drugs  LaCrosse:  Dean’s Auto Sales  Larned: Ralph Baird Motors, Inc. 
Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co.  Norton: Computer Pro  Oberlin: Decision Weather  Osborne: Simmons Company  Phillipsburg: Computer Pro  Plainville: Saven Video  Pratt: T Communications
Russell: Russell Video  Smith Center: Simmons Company  St. Francis: Decision Weather • Poling Chiropractic  St. John: Huston Floral & Glass Palace  Stockton: Primetime  Wakeeney: True Value
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HOLIDAY SAVINGS! 
Nokia 2260 for only 

MORE ANYTIME MINUTES

$999

Whether you call across the street or across the country, we’ve got a local, regional or national plan that’s right for you.

1800 anytime minutes
1600 home / 200 regional

$2999monthly access for just

New 24-month service agreement required. Additional guarantee terms and conditions apply.

Great Gifts. Guaranteed.

part of life here.

Madge Virginia Scott
Madge Virginia West Scott, 92, of

Colby, died Saturday, Nov. 29, 2003
in Colby.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Wed-
nesday at Colby United Methodist
Church with Rev. Jim Mardock of-
ficiating.

Burial will be in Grantsboro,
N.C. on Saturday, Dec. 6.

Visitation will be from 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. Tuesday at Harrison Chapel
in Colby.

Mrs. Scott is survived by her
daughter Patsy Archart of Colby,
son Joe Scott of Houston, Texas,
three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

She was born Feb. 5, 1911 in
Durham, N.C.

She graduated from Alliance
High School in 1927 and was a
graduate of the Southern Conserva-
tory of Music in Durham, N.C. in
1931.

She married Duval Scott on Oct.
21, 1934 in Alliance, N.C.

She was a homemaker and retired
piano teacher. Mrs. Scott was a
member of Priscilla Club, Leisure
Hour, Golden Girls, Senior Pro-
gress Center and the Colby United
Methodist Church, including mem-
bership in the United Methodist
Women, Edith Cluster and Ladies
Prayer group.

Memorials are suggested to the
Senior Progress Center in Colby
and may be left at any Colby bank
or Harrison Chapel.

Even if
 you don’t

feel like
getting out,

you can
still “go


