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Dorothy Stephens of Colby looks at Christmas decorations at Someplace Special. The first week-
end of the holiday shopping season brought out nice size crowds to Colby businesses. Stephens’
home will be featured in the annual holiday home tour on Sunday, Dec. 7 from 2-5 p.m.

Merchants generally
encouraged by early
turnout of shoppers

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

It’sonly thebeginning of Decem-
ber and thefirst big weekend of the
holiday shopping season has al-
ready past.

Some Colby merchantsreported
anoverall brisk weekend.

The Sports Shoppe had a busy
Friday but slowed down some on
Saturday. Manager TessSmithsaid
Friday wasthebest day. “ but wehad
agood weekend,” shesaid. “It was
agood beginningtotheholiday sea-
son.”

MikeWiens, at Someplace Spe-
cial, said despite being open only
oneday over theweekend, business
was good. He said the shop was
open Sunday afternoon for the an-
nual holiday open house. “We had
avery good turnout,” Wiens said.

“Wewerevery well pleased.”

Thenatureof their businessshifts
betweenthebeginning of themonth
and Christmas.

He said they sell more gift-type
itemsand decorationsthefirst part
of the month and more floral ar-
rangementsnear theactual holiday
because people are having holiday
gatherings, partiesand dinners.

Wiensishopingtheseasonbrings
alot of business.

“We're hoping to stay busy,” he
said. “We're hoping for a steady
flow of people.”

DavidKeck, at Colby TrueValue,
said he had abig weekend.

“I"'mvery pleased,” hesaid. “ For
thistimeof year it wasasexpected.”

He said the best-selling items
werebeanbag chairs, furnitureand
itemsfromthe salescircular.

Keck said things will pick up
even more as it gets closer to
Christmas.

He said being open on each
Sunday before the holiday and
having extended hourswill help.
Downtown businesses will be
openuntil 8p.m. startingMonday,
Dec. 8.

Office Works had a quieter
weekend but busi nessisexpected
to pick up thisweek.

Jaton Denneler, a clerk, said
Friday was alittle slow but their
anniversary sale is going on all
week, which should attract cus-
tomers. She also expects to get
busier asit getscloser tothe holi-
day.

Ted Domsch, manager, said de-
spite the slow day, Saturday
turned out to be“fair.”

Temporary register of deeds appointed by commissioners

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Thomas County has an interim
register of deeds, following action
takentoday by the Thomas County
commissioners at their regular
meeting. .
The commissioners went into
executivesessiontodiscussperson-
nel matters, andwhenthey returned

Not much change
Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
forecast
Tonight...Mostly cloudy.
Lows in the upper 20s. South
winds 10 to 20 mph.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the lower 50s. South
winds 10 to 15 mph shifting to
the northeast in the afternoon.
Tuesday night...Partly
cloudy witha20 percent chance
of rain showersand snow show-
ers. Lowsinthemid20s. North
winds 15 to 20 mph.
Wednesday...Mostly sunny.
Highsin the lower 50s. West
winds5to 15mphshiftingtothe
south around 10 mphin the af-
ternoon.
Wednesday night...Mostly
clear. Lowsin the upper 20s.

By thenumbers:

Sunday’shigh, 67

Low thismorning, 24

Records for Dec. 1, 80 in
1917 and-1in 1985

Year ago today, 62 and 20

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.00

Year’s precipitation to date,
14.44

2002's precipitation to date,
12.60

New recor d set

Saturday’s high of 77 set a
new record for thedate, theold
record was 75 set in 1932

Thesources:

Theforecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. Arecordedfore-
cast isavailable by calling
(785) 899-7119. Current read-
ings are available by calling

to open session they named
MaybelleMooreasinterimregister
of deeds.

Sheisthetemporary replacement
for Denny Burke, who retired after
19 years of service to the county.
Burke was elected to the post in
1996.

Commissioner Ron Evans said
she will fill the position until the

Republican Party makes its ap-
pointment.

In other business matters:

TheThomasCounty road depart-
ment will be getting several new
computers.

The county commissioners ap-
proved a bid of $3,232.98 from
S& T Communication for two new
computers..

Clair Schrock, road department
head, presented four bids to the
commissioners,includingtwofrom
S&T, one in the amount of
$3,356.98 and the low bid of
$3,232.98. There were also bids
from Office Works for $3,526 and
PC Expressfor $3,392.30.

Schrock alsobrought upaninsur-
anceclaimturnedintothecounty by

someone whose vehicle was dam-
aged by arock onaThomasCounty
road. He said the individual was
hoping the county’s insurance
would pay for the damage.

“We didn’t get some of the big
rocks off the road,” Schrock said.
“1"m pretty sure it was our fault it
happened.”

The county did turn it into their

insurance provider but the claim
was declined.

County commissioner Glen
Kersenbrock saiditwasn’tthecom-
missioners who refused to pay the
claim. “It wasn't us that turned it
down,” he said. “It was the insur-
ance company.”

Thecommissionersnamed Mark
Bredemeier to the Fair Board.

Alrport layout plan among council’s business

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
TheColby City Council will con-
sider approvinganagreementfor an
airport layout planand south apron/
taxi lanes improvement project
whenitmeetsTuesday at 7:30 p.m.
inthecouncil chambersof city hall,
585 N. Franklin.
Inorder tomeettheFederal Avia-

tion Administration’s minimums
for taxi lanes at the Colby Munici-
pal Airport, said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager, it would
require relocating one hangar and
removing two others. The airport
board will meet prior tothecouncil
meeting on Tuesday to talk about
the agreement and recommenda-
tions.

Bob McLemore, Colby’s fire
chief, prepared abid sheet seeking
approval by the council on specifi-
cations and authorization to seek
bidsfor anew vehicle, Armstrong
said.

The council is also expected to
allow the city to seek bids for the
heating and air conditioning at the
new Public Works building.

In other council business:

* Mayor Warren Hixson will ask
thecouncil to approvetheappoint-
ment of Jim Tubbstothecity coun-
cil tofill theunexpiredtermof Todd
Barrow, whoismovingout of town.
Barrow’sterm will expirein April
of 2007.

 Hixsonisalso seeking to reap-
point Lois Van Horn to the city’s

housing authority board with the
termexpiringin December of 2007.

 The council will also consider
the mayor’s recommendation tc
reappoint Brent Wiedeman to the
Colby/Thomas County Metropoli-
tanAreaPlanning Council withthe
termexpiringin December of 2006.

For questions or an agenda, call
462-4410.

Murder charges filed against four today in Hays fight

TOPEKA — Chargeswerefiled
today against four individuals for
their alleged role in the death of a
Fort Hays State University student
last month, said Kansas Attorney
General Phill Kline.

LuisAnthony Llamas, 23, a se-
nior at the university from San Di-
ego, Calif,; Jaime Raul Lopez, 111,
23, asenior from ChulaVista, Ca-

lif.; Christopher Ryan Ross, 19, a
freshman from Wylie, Texas; and
Bradley Darnell Deary, 21, ajunior
from Smithville, Texas, have each
been charged with murder in the
second degreefor their alleged par-
ticipation in the beating death of
Clint Johnson on Thursday, Nov.
13,inHays.All four defendantsare
being held in the Ellis County Jail

inlieu of $500,000 bond.

“Thechargeof murder inthesec-
ond degreeis alLevel 2 Person
Felony and carriesapossibleprison
sentence of 109-493 months,” said
Ellis County Attorney Thomas
Drees.

Assistant Attorney General
StephenMaxwell will prosecutethe
case on behalf of Kline along with

Ft. Riley loses 1 7th soldier in Irag

FORT RILEY (AP) — A Fort
Riley soldier hasdiedin Iraqfrom
noncombat-related injuries.

Spc. Thomas J. Sweet, 11, 23, of
Bismarck, N.D., waskilled Thurs-
day in Camp Junction City, Iraq,

mmm Briefly

according to Fort Riley officials.
Hewasassignedtothe 1st Battal -
ion, 5thFieldArtillery Regiment of
the 1st Infantry Division.
Sweet joined the Army in May
1999 and had been stationed at Fort

Riley since October 1999. Hewas
a cannon crew member and de-
ployedto Iraq in September.

Sweet isthe 17th Fort Riley sol-
diertodieinlraqg, according to the
Pentagon.

County Attorney Drees.

Johnsonwasan 18-year-old Fort
Hays State University freshman
fromHealy. Hedied two dayslater
frominjuriessufferedinaNov. 13
fight at the University Apartments
near campus.

“Even though this event took
place off campus at a privately
owned apartment complex, this

tragedy hassignificantly impactec
theuniversity community,” saidDr.
Edward H. Hammond, university
president, during an earlier inter-
view.

“Even though Haysis one of the
safest communitiesinthe state anc
theregion, tweneed to send aclear
messagethat they will not betoler-
ated,” Hammond said.

College
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Santa’s shop opens next week

Pre-school through fifth grade studentswill be ableto do
their own shopping when the annual Santa’s Helper Shop
opensfrom 9to 11 am., Saturday, Dec. 13, at Pioneer Me-
morial Library in Colby. Theeventissponsored by BlueJean
Ladies(formerly MuEpsilon) withall homemadegiftspriced
at $3 to include gift wrapping. Limit isfour gifts per child,
organizers said, and all proceeds go to benefit community
projects.

Chamber hosts holiday open house

The Colby Chamber of Commerce will host its annual
“Holiday OpenHouse” from 5t0 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday. The
publicisinvited. Theofficeislocated at 350 S. Rangeinthe
Thomas County Office Complex.

Senior party announced
PrairieSenior Living Complex will host aChristmasparty

foritsresidentson Friday, Dec. 19from2-4 p.m. Family and
friends of residentsaswell asthe public areinvited to come
celebratetheholiday. Sixty-fivemembersof theColby Grade
School fifth grade choir will be on hand to performand at 3
p.m., Mr.and Mrs. Clauswill hand out giftstoresidents. For
information, call 462-8295.

Christmas Home Tour planned

KappaUpsilonisonceagainplanningthe ChristmasHome
Tour from2to5p.m., Sunday, Dec. 7. Thisyear’sevent will
featurefivehomesonthetour withticketsavailableat either
Donelan Jewelry, First National Bank or by calling Linda
Vaughn, (785) 462-8882. This year’s tour will include the
homesof Normand Betty Behring, Dorothy Stephens, Dave
and Sandy Harper, Pat and DeannaMallory and DanandAmy
Jennings.

Advent Soup-Scripture scheduled
AnAdvent Soup and Scripture, sponsored by Colby First

Christian, First Baptist, First Presbyterian, and United M eth-
odist Churcheswill beginonWednesday fromnoonto 1 p.m.
Thethemethisyear is“ Are We Ready For...” A soup lunch
will be served, ameditation given by one of the church pas-
tors, and Larry Boothwill lead the singing. The scheduleis:
Dec. 3at First Christian Church, Jim Puckett speaking; Dec.
10at First Baptist Church, Jim Mardock speaking; and Dec.
17 at Colby United Methodist, Carol Rahn speaking. All are
welcome.

Benefit set to help Rodeo Princess

A soup supper fund raising event is planned from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. on Thursday at the Colby Community Building tc
help LisaJones, MissRodeo K ansasPrincess2002, with ex-
pensesthroughout theyear. Thesupper isin conjunctionwith
the Scott City-Colby basketball game. Miss Rodeo Kansas
Princessisresponsiblefor all of her expensesthroughout the
year with sponsors, fund rai sersand donationsused to off set
thecost of travel, food, lodging and promotional expenses..
The cost will befree-will donation.
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