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East took the king with the ace and re-
turned a diamond, and South was at the

Blondie ® Chic Young

17

crossroads. He had to decide whether to
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finessethe ten of diamonds, or whether to
go up with the queen and hope to discard
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After reviewingtheplay tothispoint, de-
clarer correctly rejected the diamond fi-

nesse (which would have been fatal) be-
cause the contract had by now become &

certainty. South knew that East had started
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withexactly six spades(West discarded on

the third round) and had also followed to

m

three rounds of trumps. East had then al s
shown up with theA-6 of diamonds.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE TAILOR WAS
DECIDEDLY TICKED OFF. HE WAS ALWAYS THE
ONE DOING THE LEGWORK.

IF YOU'RE TOO
INSECURE WORKING
WITH THE OTHER
GENDER, THAT'S YOUR
PROBLEM. BUT DON‘T

TO DEFLECT YOUR OWN
INADEQUACIES AGAIN,
UNDERSTAND 2

With 11 of East’soriginal 13 cardsfully
accountedfor, it wasimpossiblefor himto
hold more than two clubs. So, after taking
thediamond queen, South cashed theA-Q
of clubsand led athird club. When West
produced the nine, it was a simple matter
tofinessetheten, sinceEast could not have
the jack of clubs. The same result could
havebeenachievedif South had cashed his
last trump after winning the diamond
queen, a move that would have embar-
rassed West for adiscard. The key point,
though, isthat by resorting to elementary
counting, declarer foundaway toavoidem-
barrassing himself.
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“Mommy! Your dress is broken!”
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“| can’t start this New Year’s letter to

Grandma. | keep writing ‘2003’
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at the top.”

Answers to the Cryptoquip
puzzle for December 31, 2003

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I SUPPOSE THAT ANY
VETERINARIAN'S WORKDAY COULD VERY

If you put plates of food on a

WELL INVOLVE A SPOT CHECK,

serving platter, I guess they

Todav’s Cryntoquip Clue: S equals P

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals E

have been be-trayed




