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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

A Guess Becomes
a Certainty

Counting how many cards the opponents
hold in each suit might be more work than
some players would want to undertake, but
it sure saves a lot of guesswork.

Consider this deal, for example. East won
the opening spade lead with the jack and
continued with the A-K, South ruffing the
third spade high as West discarded a dia-
mond. Declarer then drew three rounds of
trumps, West discarding another diamond,
and led a low diamond to the king.

East took the king with the ace and re-
turned a diamond, and South was at the
crossroads. He had to decide whether to
finesse the ten of diamonds, or whether to
go up with the queen and hope to discard
the ten on dummy’s fourth club.

After reviewing the play to this point, de-
clarer correctly rejected the diamond fi-
nesse (which would have been fatal) be-
cause the contract had by now become a
certainty. South knew that East had started
with exactly six spades (West discarded on
the third round) and had also followed to
three rounds of trumps. East had then also
shown up with the A-6 of diamonds.

With 11 of East’s original 13 cards fully
accounted for, it was impossible for him to
hold more than two clubs. So, after taking
the diamond queen, South cashed the A-Q
of clubs and led a third club. When West
produced the nine, it was a simple matter
to finesse the ten, since East could not have
the jack of clubs. The same result could
have been achieved if South had cashed his
last trump after winning the diamond
queen, a move that would have embar-
rassed West for a discard. The key point,
though, is that by resorting to elementary
counting, declarer found a way to avoid em-
barrassing himself.

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Answers to the crossword
puzzle above

Answers to the Cryptoquip
puzzle for December 31, 2003

If you put plates of food on a
serving platter, I guess they

have been be-trayed

Family Circus • Bill Keane


