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Holiday workers need our thanks
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I’d like to thank all
those generous people who work
nights, weekends and holidays.

Without the help of the auto club
operator who answered my call one
Christmas morning (and the me-
chanic who showed up), I would
have missed the joy of seeing my
grandchild opening gifts.

We no longer argue about what
everyone wants for Christmas
breakfast because of the servers,
chefs and busboys who give me the
best present of all — more relaxed
time with my family because every-
one can eat what they want.

And let’s not forget the emer-
gency medical workers who are al-
ways there for childhood emergen-
cies, all too often in the middle of the
night or on holidays. Thanks, too, to
the pharmacists who fill prescrip-
tions when the establishments
around them are closed.

I am grateful to everyone who
gives up precious time with their
own families and friends in order to
make life easier for the rest of us.

Abby, thanks for printing this. I
want all these generous people to
know how appreciated they are, es-
pecially at holiday time. Bless you
one and all.

— GRATEFUL

DEAR GRATEFUL: Thank
you for an uplifting letter. Count-
ing our blessings is a wonderful
way to start a new year, and you
have mentioned only a few of our
unsung heroes. Add to that our
police, our firefighters, our brave
young men and women in the mili-
tary, and caregivers everywhere.
They, too, are unsung heroes.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Phil,” and I lost a child two years
ago on Christmas Eve. Before that
Phil was always affectionate. Now
he hardly shows his emotions at all,
and doesn’t tell me he loves me as
often as he used to.

I love my husband with all my
heart and want things the way they
used to be. I think he is still hurting,
but he refuses to get help.

What should I do? Please help me.
— LOVING HIM

DEAR LOVING: It’s clear that
your husband is still grieving and
has not been able to move on as
quickly as you have. Since he re-
fuses to go to grief counseling, go
without him. It may help you to
understand that grief is an indi-
vidual process, and perhaps it will
better enable you to help him
through it. Please accept my deep-
est sympathy for your loss.

DEAR ABBY: I really need some
help. When I was 15, my half-
brother raped me. I am now almost
40. I want nothing to do with him,
and I don’t want him around my
kids. Abby, my half-brother keeps
trying to call me. How can I make
him leave me alone?

— EMBARRASSED

DEAR EMBARRASSED:
Please stop protecting him with
your silence. Contact a rape crisis
hotline. It is long overdue and you
can still benefit from post-trau-
matic stress counseling. You have
no reason to be embarrassed or to
keep this a secret. A rape victim is
never at fault.

You can also install caller ID on
your telephone and block his calls
to stop the harassment. If that
fails, talk to your lawyer about a
restraining order.

DEAR ABBY: I am 15. I have

been in a relationship with “Adam”
for four years, but things just don’t
seem the same. I met him when I was
11 and we have been together ever
since. I waited until my 14th birth-
day to give him my virginity and we
were in love way before that. He is
the only guy I have ever loved.

It seems like we fight all the time.
He has never hit me or anything, but
he has shaken me, and I’m wonder-
ing if he would ever hit me in the
future. Do you think we should stay
together? I want to, but then  I don’t.

— TENNESSEE TEEN

DEAR TEEN: Let me explain
something to you. Abusive behav-
ior does not spring from the egg,
fully formed like a chicken. It
starts out small and grows like a
vine until it weighs down and
smothers the victim. I’ll bet Adam
didn’t start out by shaking you. It
probably started with nasty com-
ments, then yelling — and now
this. Will it continue to escalate?
Very likely, unless Adam learns
that it is unacceptable behavior
and is willing to find acceptable
ways of displaying his anger.

The preteen and teen years are
supposed to be a time of growth
and learning, both intellectually
and socially. You have limited
yourself to one person for too long,
and on some level, I think you al-
ready know that. Tell Adam you
no longer want an exclusive rela-
tionship, that you intend to con-
centrate on your studies and see
other people. Then do it. If he
doesn’t like it, get your parents
involved. I’m sure they will set
him straight in a hurry.

Bridge

First Things First
Opening lead — ten of hearts.
A player is dealt 6-5 distribution in about

one deal out of 70, and the question is how
best to describe this distribution to partner.

When the six-card suit is lower in rank
than the five-card suit, it is often possible
to depict the 6-5 distribution accurately.

In the bidding shown, South’s three-
spade bid is the key to identifying his 6-5
distribution.

When South bids two spades, North as-
sumes his partner has only four spades. But
when South next bids three spades, this
assumption becomes invalid. Since South
would not rebid an unsupported four-card
suit, North concludes his partner has five
spades.

The next step is for North to ask himself
why South opened one diamond rather than
one spade.

Because South would have opened one
spade with 5-5 distribution, it follows that
his opening diamond bid must be based on
longer diamonds than spades, and from this
North infers that South has 6-5 distribution.

Proper play makes the contract even
though the diamonds and spades both break
unfavorably. East wins the heart lead and
returns a trump.

South takes the ace, ruffs a heart in
dummy, cashes the K-A of spades and ruffs
a spade with dummy’s jack to guard against
a 4-2 spade division.

This leaves the defense with no recourse,
and sooner or later South loses a trump trick
to West’s queen to make five diamonds,
losing only a heart and a trump.

Note that South does not draw any trumps
until after he has ruffed both a heart and a
spade in dummy.

He follows the general rule in suit con-
tracts of not drawing trumps at once if there
is a good reason not to do so.
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