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Year 2003 brought
133 letters to paper

During the year 2003 we printed 133 | etters from our read-
ers. That's down from the 174 |etters published in 2002. But
situations locally dictate public comment. In 2002, we pub-
lished aton of |ettersfrom people voicing their opposition to
plansto remove the viaduct over therailroad tracks on K-25/
Range Ave. Also, a number of lettersin 2002 addressed the
medical situation here.

Ms. EdnaHatcher of Colby, anamefamiliar to Colby Free
Press Opinion Pagereaders, wrotethefinal | etter of 2003 and
itappearedintheDec. 19issue. Ironically, thefirst | etter of 2004
also camefrom Ms. Hatcher and it appeared on Jan. 2. Noone
can hold acandleto Ms. Hatcher’s apparent belief of sharing
instead of shelving opinion.

Many of her letters never make print but that doesn’t keep
her from commenting onissuesof general interest. Sheisprob-
ably best known for her voice on Social Security and Medi-
care issues. And we have a hunch her name is common on
Capitol Hill, especially with Rep. Jerry Moran and Senators
Sam Brownback and Pat Roberts.

Therearealot of peoplewhowill say, “If | knew how towrite
I’dwritealetter tothe paper.” You don’t haveto beawriter to
write |etters. Simply put your thoughts down on paper much
as you would explain them to someone over a cup of coffee.
It'sthat ssimple.

The Opinion Page is there for you to use. Just follow the
guidelines, that are simplein nature: Letters should be type-
written, if at all possible, and shouldinclude atel ephonenum-
ber and anaddress. Mostimportantly, all lettersmustincludea
signature. Unsigned | etterscannot bepublished. Wereservethe
right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the
right to reject lettersdeemed to be of no publicinterest or con-
sidered offensiveor libelous.

Wemight add that thetel ephone number and addressare not
published, but areused only for verification of thewriter.

So, do as Ms. Hatcher does: share, don’t shelve. —Tom A.
Dreiling, publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtothe Colby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Raoberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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Whining doesn’t do any good

I’msick of peoplewhining about stuff. I’'mno
better especially when it comes to something |
want to do.

There are many things | want to do, things |
want out of life. Someof it | can’t help along no
matter what | do, someof it | can.

It'sjust in the past couple of yearsthat I've
started to recognize what | can and can't help.

Learning to pick your battlesisn't giving up,
it’sjust hel ping al ong thethingsyouwant to hap-
pen.

Somethingsinmy lifehaven’t worked out the
way | wanted, some have.

Likewhen| wasin college, | had an epiphany
of sortsover one Christmashbreak. | really didn’t
want to beaveterinarian.

| wanted to do something that | hadn’t done
sincehighschool, something | had denied myself,
probably oneof thebiggest mistakes| ever made.

For somestrangereason, | didn’twanttowrite.
It was something | enjoyed, but | didn’t think |
could makealiving at it.

During my sophomoreyear inhigh school, my
homeroomteacher told my momthat hewouldn’t
be surprised if he one day saw my writing pub-
lished. | scoffed at it when shetold me becausel
had other ideas about what | wanted to do.

| didn’twant todoit becauseit wassomething
otherswanted metodo, except at thetime, | didn’t
realize it was probably what | should’ ve been
doing al along.

Likearchaeology, whichtothisday isstill one
of my passions, and yes, | had truly wanted to be
aveterinarian when | was in grade school. But
people change and what they want changes.

| won’'t deny | was miserable when | wasn’t
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doingwhat | wanted to do, but the experiencesl|
hadwhen| wasn'tdoingitareworththeir weight
ingold. At least the school of hard knocksliter-
ally made me see | wasn't cut out for thelifel
thought | wanted to lead.

There was no one to blame but my own stu-
pidity and | wonder why | wasso stubborn. Now
thatI’molder, it’sprobably agoodthing | ended
uptakingthepath| did becausel wouldn’t bethe
sameperson otherwise. Eventually though, 1 did
end up becoming awriter of sorts, ajournalist.

| havelearnedit’sonethingto get advice, an-
other totakeit or not. | don’ttakemuchanymore
onfaith or facevalue.

I’veasohitapointinmy lifewherethereare
somethings| want todoand after yearsof whin-
ing about it, the chance has come up to actually
doit. I now needto suck it up and bitethe bullet
and get off my butt and do something about it.

| keep second-guessing myself and putting off
finishingwhat I’ mworkingon. Other times, | get
about of ego and think I’'m good, real good. Ei-
ther way, stuff isn't getting doneand it needsto
NOW.

It makesmewonder if I’mgood enoughtodo
what | do.

Tisha Cox

® Off The
Beaten Path

&

[ think right now it’smaybetimetotakeastand
and put it onthelineand actually see.

Tamping down my prideisahard thing to do,
especially whensomuchisridingonthequality
of my work.

I’ vealwayshad thisthing about my writing—
itstartedwhen| wasincollege. | wasinthenews
writing classesasajunior whilesomeof theoth-
erswere freshmen.

| was doing OK, trying to settle into a new
major after four years of animal science.

Then | got afirelit under me when | started
having to deal with all these freshmen who
thought they were Pulitzer Prize material. All |
could think was“who do they think they are?’

There was no way those little freaks were
gonna be better than me. That kind of thinking
landed me a part-time sports writing job at the
Daily O’ Collegian.

It just drives me nutswhen peoplearound me
arelike“Well, | did this” and just kind of settle
ontheir laurelsand that’sit for them.

They think they’ rebetter than everybody el se.

That getsmegoing. Yeah, sure, I’ vedoneafew
stories|’m proud of but that’sin the past.

They’ reover and donewith.

What isthere to tackle in the future, or right
now? That’stheimportant thing.

Now | takealook aroundand | still think, | car
dothat, or | can do better than that.

Maybeit'stimeto proveit.

*kkk%k

Tisha Cox is a general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. Send e-mail tc
tcox@nwkansas.com.

The gift of remembering

Every day someonesomewherepicksuproots
and moves to another town, state and in some

John

casesto another country. Often ajobtransfer,a Sch| agec k

vocationchangeor theinability toremaininone's
currentliving situation precipitatessuch moves.
These moves are often difficult. For families
suchmovescanreally upset theproverbial apple
cart. Momand Dad andthekidsoftendread these
moves. Oftentimes, apart of them refusesto go.
Sayinggood-byetofriendscantear at one'ssoul.
For many the new house isn’t home. Happy
families face unhappiness and pleasant smiles
andwarmlaughter canbereplaced by gloomand
dark frowns.
Duringsuchtimesasthesefamiliesoftenneed
asympatheticear. They needfriends, family and
maybe even acounselor to talk with and listen.
A family | know just moved andthey aredeal -
ing with this separation of friendsin acommu-
nity where they lived for more than a decade.
Whilevisitingwiththemrecently, | remembered
ashort story | read several yearsago, “ The Gift
of Remembering.” Thisstory dealt with personal
trialsand tribulations.

® Guest
Commentary

Someone named, Aunt Grace, compiled this
collection of thoughts. Seems Aunt Grace was
oneof thosewiseindividualswho’ dbeenaround
for some time and lived a pretty full life. You
know the type, older and wiser, gray hair and
crowsfeet around her eyes. She' draised afam-
ily and now had a host of grandchildren on her
knee. Aunt Grace lived her life by six simple
rules. Seemssheconsidered six rulesamanage-
ablenumber. Herearethe six rulessheresolved
toimplement every day.

1) Do something for someone else. 2) Do
something by myself. 3) Do something | don’t
want to do that needs doing. 4) Do a physical

exercise. 5) Doamental exercise. 6) Doanorigi
nal prayer that always includes counting my
blessings. Well, | shared this story with my
friendsand they took the pointsto heart. I1t'sno
so important to measure how well you fulfil
thesesix rules; theimportant thingisto dothen
each day. Giveyourself credit for just onelette
written, one room cleaned or taking the time tc
listen intently to the concerns or needs of you
child.

It samazing how good feelings about asmal
accomplishment often enabl eyou to continuetc
domuchmore. If therewereonemessagetol earr
fromthisitwould bethat if youliveby thesesi
precepts, youtendtobecomemoreinvolvedwitt
othersand less concerned with yourself.

Remember Aunt Grace’'s motto: “Bloon
whereyou are planted.”
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John Schlageck hasbeenwriting about farm
ing and ranching in Kansasfor 25 years. He i
themanagingeditor of “ KansasLiving,” aquar
terlymagazinededicated to agricultureandru
ral lifein Kansas.

About those letters.. . .

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes lettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughts with the family of Colby

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau
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