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Television in restaurant not good
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: What do you
think of restaurants that have
televisions in every room while
you’re trying to eat dinner with
your family?

They make me crazy! I can’t
stand them.

I consider dinnertime to be a
special opportunity for family
members to share a nutritious
meal while conversing about the
events of everyone’s day.

We don’t answer the phone or
the doorbell, nor do we watch
TV, so that we can concentrate on
hearing about school and work.
Because during the rest of the
day family members eat at differ-
ent times and rush about, dinner-
time is sacred.

Occasionally we dine out at
different restaurants so that I can
have a break from cooking and
doing dishes.

Lately they all seem to have
TVs in every room, and instead
of talking, everyone stares at the
TV like hypnotized zombies.

If a baseball or football game
is on, everything else is ignored.
This defeats the purpose of hav-
ing dinner out together.

Can anything be done to get the
TVs removed from the dining
areas in restaurants?

Shouldn’t there be a choice as
to whether you eat in a room with
a television or not? Restaurants
used to have small TV sets in the
bar area, but not in the dining
room.

I hate to give up eating out, but
I’m about ready to. Any other
suggestions?

— TV-LESS MOM, SOUTH
MIAMI, FLA.

DEAR MOM: You have my
sympathy, but the restaurants
are only obeying the laws of
supply and demand.

 They are providing televised
access to the games because
their customers are demand-
ing it.

 If the restaurateurs refuse,
they risk losing business be-
cause their customers will
watch the event elsewhere.

I agree that the “traditional”
family dinner is important.
Not only does it draw families
closer, it also fosters communi-
cations skills.

Sadly, however, I have heard
from educators who tell me
that fewer families are con-
tinuing the tradition — and
more and more children eat
their meals glued to the televi-
sion set.

Of course, people who are
distracted tend to overeat — so
not only does the net effect
show up in a shrinkage of con-
versational skills, but there is
a corresponding expansion of
waistlines as well.

Some possible solutions to
your problem: Make sure to
avoid going to sports bars. Be-
fore making dinner reserva-
tions, do some reconnoitering.
Scout around and see for your-
self if there are any restaurants
in your neighborhood that

have TV-free dining rooms.
There are probably some in ev-
ery price range.

DEAR ABBY: I’m concerned
about a friend I’ll call Edith. De-
spite the fact that her husband
died several years ago, she con-
tinues to wear her engagement
and wedding rings. Is that in poor
taste or what?

When I pointed this out to
Edith, she simply said it was her
business.

What do you say, Abby?
— EDITH’S FRIEND IN

DES MOINES

DEAR FRIEND: I agree
with Edith. A widow may wear
her wedding rings as long as
she wishes. When she is ready
to date again, the rings can be
switched to her right hand, in-
corporated into another piece
of jewelry, or simply put away.

P.S. If you are really Edith’s
friend, why are you labeling
and criticizing her? She is
hurting no one.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Bridge

The So-Called Guessing
Game

There is much more to the art of guessing
two-way finesses correctly than meets the
eye.

The best players seem to have a knack for
guessing right far more often than might
normally be expected, but in many cases it’s
not just plain luck that leads them to the right
decision so often.

Consider this deal where the play started
with three rounds of spades.

Declarer ruffed and was faced with the
question of whether to lead a trump to the
king and take a finesse against East at trick
five, or whether to take a trump finesse at
trick four by leading low to the ten.

 Declarer “guessed” right when he played
a low heart to the ten, which won.

He continued with the king, led a club to
the ace and cashed the ace of trumps, East
showing out.

South then ran his clubs, and it did not
matter when West ruffed, because that
would be the last trick for the defense.

Had declarer instead led a heart to the king
and then finessed against East, he would
have gone down at least one after a fourth
round of spades by West.

Now let’s suppose East had held the Q-8-
5-2 of trumps instead of West.

In that case, East would have won dum-
my’s ten with the queen, but he would then
have found himself unable to prevent South
from scoring 10 tricks, whatever he re-
turned.

In effect, declarer’s decision to take the
trump finesse against West was a safety play
covering every possible 4-2 or 3-3 division
of the trumps.

 It was not so much a question of guess-
ing which defender had the queen; it was
more a question of guaranteeing the con-
tract against any normal division of the
cards.
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