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The Colby Fire Department is
getting ready to launch a new
type of educational program for
schools, organi zationsand others
interestedinhowtopreventfires
withitsnew “hazard house.”

The house arrived today, said
Bob McLemore, fire chief, and
wasprovided by agrant fromthe
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

McLemore said the depart-
ment hasbeenfortunateingetting
public education safety grants
from FEMA with al but 10 per-
cent paid for through the grant.
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‘Hazard House

Sean Hankin, firefighter, demonstrated how the Colby Fire
Department’s newest piece of equipment can be a benefit to
everyone concerned with fire safety. The “hazard house,” offers
awide variety of unsafe scenarios complete with electric sparks,

The “hazard house,” he said cost
$6,355 of whichthefiredepartment
paid $635 that it received from do-
nations, pancake feeds, the Christ-
mas stocking giveaway and other
events.

The next major educational tool
the department is planning to buy
under the federal grant will be a
safety trailer, he said. Again, 90
percent of the$37,000trailerwill be
paid for through the grant with
$3,700 contributedindonationsand
fundraising activities.

Rick Dickman, assistant fire
chief, said he hopes the “hazard
house” can make its debut at the
Wellness Fair this month. From

smoke and more. The idea is to show unsafe situations along
with the safe alternatives using movable parts within the house
itself. Bob McLemore, fire chief, said the portable “house”arrived

today.

new safety tool

there, the house will travel to
schoolsand other organizations as
away to teach safety, he said.

The house simul ates situations
where fires can start or where
people are careless — in fact the
structure is made unsafe for that
reason.

Offering an example, in one of
the storage rooms, alawnmower,
gasoline can, and other flammable
items are located near a furnace
area, McLemoresaid.

Using movable pieces, children
canrelocatethoseitemsto areasof
the home that are safer. The “haz-
ard house” also offers afront sce-
nario as well to teach children
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neighborhood safety, bikesafety,
crossing streets, along with an-
swering questions on safety in
pools, boats and other locations.

McLemore said he first saw a
demonstration of the “hazard
house” at afire chief’s meeting
and thought it would be a great
learning tool in Colby.

“If not for the grant, though,”
McLemore said, “ we wouldn’t
havebeen ableto afford thistype
of learning equipment.”

For those interested in having
the fire department demonstrate
how the hazard house can benefit
their group, school, office or or-
ganization, call 462-4454.

A little warmer

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea
Tonight...Partly cloudy. Not
ascool. Lowsaround 20. North-
west winds 5 to 10 mph.
Thursday...Partly cloudy.
Breezy. Highsinthelower 40s.
Northwest winds 15 to 25 mph.
Thursday night...Partly
cloudy. Lowsin the lower 20s.
Northwest winds around 10
mph. Friday...Partly cloudy.
Highs around 50. Northwest
winds 5 to 10 mph. Friday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
thelower 20s. Satur day...Partly
cloudy. Highsin the lower 50s.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 27

Low thismorning, -3

Low Tuesday morning, -11

Recordsfor Jan. 7,73in 1948
and-19in 1988

Year ago today, 63 and 17

Month’s precipitation, 0.05

Month’ssnowfall, 1-inch

2003 precipitation to date,
trace

Soil temperature, 28

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast throughouttheday isavail-
ableby calling (785) 899-7119.

Charts show:
2003 not good
moisture year

By TOMA.DREILING

Free Press Publisher

The year 2003 failed to give
Colby and Thomas County the
moistureissobadly needed, andthe
temperature extremes weren't all
that extreme, accordingtothedaily
charts provided by the Northwest
Research-Extension Center in
Colby.

For the year, total precipitation
amounted to 14.52 inches. The av-
erage yearly precipitationisinthe
neighborhood of 19 inches. Total
snowfall was 11.5 inches. The av-
erage annual snowfall over the
years dating back to 1900 is 27
inches.

The coldest 2003 temperature
occurred on Feb. 25 when the mer-
cury fell tominus4 degreesandthe
hottest readingwas105recorded on
July 25.

Thecoldest temperatureever re-
corded in Colby was minus 32 de-
greesonDec. 22,1989, andthehot-
test ever was 113 on July 25, 1940.

A study of the 2003 daily charts,
showsthefollowing:

January—High 74 onthe27th,
low +2 onthe 17th. No measurable
precipitation, only afew scattered
tracesfo snow.

February —High78onthe1st,
low -4 on the 25th. Precipitation
0.40inches, 5.3 inches of snow.

March — High 86 on the 14th,
low +2onthe5th. Precipitation 1.38
inches, no measurable snowfall.

April —High92onthe14th, low
20 on the 8th. Precipitation 2.24
inches, 2 inches of snow.

May — High 103 on the 29th,
low 30onthe8th. Precipitation 2.33
inches.

June—High99onthe23rd, low
41 onthe7thand 8th. Precipitation
4.52 inches.

July —High 1050nthe25th, low
55 on the 22nd. Precipitation 0.42
inches.

August — High 100 on the 6th,
low 53 on the 31st. Precipitation
2.71inches.

September — High 96 on the
17th,low 32 onthe 19th. Precipita-
tion 0.02 inches.

October —High 95 onthe 19th,
low 21 on the 26th. Precipitation
0.23inches.

November — High 77 on the
20th, low +3 onthe24th. Precipita-
tion0.18inches, 1.2inchesof snow.

December — High 64 on the
30th, low +4 onthe 13th. Precipita-
tion 0.09 inches, 3 inches of snow.

Senator arrives in Japan

TOKYO (AP) — Sen. Sam
Brownback arrived in Tokyo on
Wednesday to speak on North Ko-
rean human rights issues and to
push Japan to lift itsimport ban on
American beef.

Brownback, R-Kansas, was to
deliver apolicy speechinthe capi-
tal ontheplight of theNorthKorean
people under the communist re-
gime, thenwill meet withrepresen-
tatives of Japanese who were ab-
ductedtoNorth K oreadecadesago,
aide Sean Woo said.

North K oreakidnapped Japanese
during the 1970s and ' 80s to train
itsagentsin Japaneselanguageand

customs. Brownback also was ex-
pectedto deliver astatement onthe
safety of American beef and push
Tokyo to lift theimport ban it im-
posedlast month after thefirst U.S.
case of mad cow was discovered.
Japan isthe biggest export mar-
ket for U.S. beef producers, esti-
mated to be worth $1 billion. Woc
said Tokyo'shan had aparticularly
largeimpact on K ansasbecausethe
stateisthesecond-largest producer
of American beef, trailing only
Texas. Brownback will visit Japan,
Viethamand HongKong, whichare
among morethan 30 countriesthat
have halted U.S. beef imports.

Trustees look at wellness center fund raising ideas

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Fund raising for more than just
the wellness center was on the
agenda at the Colby Community
College board of trustees meeting
on Monday.

Collegepresident Dr. Mikel Ary
said raising money is a question
mark. Hesaid the Hansen Founda-
tionisanoptionandtheschool also
has access to a directory of chari-
tablefoundations around the state.

The schoal still has $65,000 of
the foundation’s last gift of
$150.000. Ary said he anticipates
approaching the foundation for
more money.

Corporatefundingfor projectsis
another option, he said.

“1I"m not telling you any of this
will work,” he said. “You never
know about this.”

Hesaidthereareother avenuesto
exploreand heisoptimistic.

Theboard a sotook atour of two

classroomsin Thomas Hall.

Arywantedtheboardto seesome
of theimprovements.

The first has what is called a
“smart classroom cart” equipped
with aVCR, DVD player, laptop
computer, telephone, scanner and
overhead projector.

Ary said the college has five of
the carts which cost more than
$5,000each. Maintenancebuiltthe
cartsto house the equipment.

The room also has a Polycom

video conferencing system with a
two-way cameraand alargetelevi-
sion. Ary said the school used fed-
eral Perkinsmoney to purchasethe
equipment for the classrooms.
Themoney ispartly tobeusedto
buy itemsfor vocational education.
“We thought we needed more
technology on campus,” hesaid.
Healso showed the physical im-
provementsto another classroom.
Ary said they realized the room
needed some sprucing up after it

wasusedfor avideotel econference
with Gov. Kathleen Sebelius. Old
chemistry cabinets were pullec
from theroom and it received new
carpeting. Desks were replacec
withtablesand chairs.

The board also dealt with ares-
ignation. Nursing instructor Laure
Tubbs resigned at the last meeting
and the board of trustees approvec
charging her $500 in liquidatec
damages, which areassessed when
acontractisnot fulfilled. .

Osteoarthritis presentation planned at \Wellness Fair

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
A talk on osteoarthritis will be
oneof many highlightsatthisyear’s
Wellness Fair, Saturday, Jan. 17,
from9am.to1p.m., inthe Colby
College student union, room 106.
Millions of Americans suffer
from arthritis every year, said
Tracey King, one of the Wellness
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Congressman to stop in Colby

Congressman Jerry Moran will bein Colby from 2:30to
3:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 12, at the Senior Progress Center,

Committeemembers, addingthat it
was for that reason and others the
committee thought it would be an
informativesubject for fair partici-
pants. Theguest speaker for theos-
teoarthritis presentation will be
Brad ReawiththeHaysOrthopedic
Clinicandthesubject of histalk will
be “Living With Osteoarthritis.”
Thepresentation will beinthe stu-

165FikePark. Hisstopin Colby (and ThomasCounty) ispart

of hisannual “Big First” Listening Tour. Moran said today
that he hopes all area residents will be able to attend the
meeting so that he can gather input and answer questions
about any federal issues. During hisannual tour of the First
Congressional District, Moran will travel more than 5,000
milesand meet with thousandsof Kansanswhilevisitingall
69 countiesinthe"BigFirst,” saidAericaVeazey, presssec-

retary in Washington, D.C.

Genesis to hold annual meeting
Genesis-Thomas County, Inc. will hold itsannual meet-

dentunionat 10:30 am.
According to information pro-
vided by Rea, every day wear and
tear on the joints can bring on this
conditionand althoughthereareno
cures for osteoarthritis, there are
many treatment optionsto consider
ranging from diet and exercise to
braces, medications, injections, and
surgery. In order to select the best

ing at 6 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 15 in the Thomas County Of-
fice Complex, 350 SRange, Colby. Theregular meetingwill
follow theannual meeting. Personsinterestedin Genesisare
encouraged to attend.

Lab work for fair begins Thursday
The2004 WellnessFair will beheldfrom9am.tolp.m.,
Saturday, Jan. 17, at the Colby Community College student
union. Lab work prior to the fair is scheduled at Citizens
Medical Center in Colby with four dates available. Those
include Thursday and Saturday of thisweek from6to9a.m.
and againonMonday and Tuesday, Jan. 12 and 13 al so start-
ingat 6a.m. and concludingat 9a.m. Thoseplanningto have
blood drawn will need to pay the $5 registration fee at the
time of thelab work, which includes TSH (thyroid) at $12;
CBC/Lipid/Glucose (cholesterol and blood sugar levels) at

treatment plan, Reasaid, itisimpor-
tant to understand how a healthy
joint works, why ajoint wears
down, andwhat canbedonetohelp.

Education and establishing adi-
agnosis with healthcare providers
are thefirst stepsto helping deal
with osteoarthritis symptoms, he
said.

“Whileat theWellnessFair, par-

at 462-7511.

ticipantsare encouraged to stop by
for thisfun, informal, educational
seminar brought to you by Hays
Orthopaedic Clinic,” King said.
Other educational boothsandinfor-
mationwill a'sobeavailableonfair
day, King said.

For question about the fair, call
Kingat (785) 462-2602 or Jeanene
Brown, (785) 462-7511.

$15; and PSA (prostate cancer) at $18. For questions, call
Jeanene Brown, one of the Wellness Committee members

‘Seem-To-Be-Players’ to perform

Western PlainsArtsAssociationwill present “ The Seem-
To-Be Players,” Sunday, Jan. 11, starting at 3 p.m. in the
Oakley High School auditorium. The playersare aprofes-
sional troupeof actors, playwrights, directors, teachers, anc
musi cianswho seek to expand theimagination and encour-
age creativethinking, said Vicky Wal dschmidt, mediacor-
respondent for the association. Admission at the door will
be adults, $10; students, $5 or by WPAA season pass. This
programispresentedin part by theK ansas Touring Program
of the Kansas Arts Commission, a state agency, and the
National Endowment for the Arts, afederal agency.



Colby Free Press ????day, date, 1998



