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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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I'M GOING TO
BE A STOCK-
BROKER

I'M GOING INTO

SHOW BUSINESS
WHEN I GET OUT
OF THE ARMY

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, [nc. World rights reserved.

WHAT ARE
YOU GOING TO
DO, BEETLE?

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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DEARABBY: A while back
youlisted cluestolook forif you
suspectedyour husband of being
unfaithful. 1’ dliketo add to that
list: abronzed body from atan-
ning salon.

My husband, “ Jerry,” and | are
calledthe"ideal” couple.We're
both physically active and in
good condition. We’'ve been
married 46 years.

Jerry brings me coffee, fruit
and the newspaper in bed every
morning.

He has also seduced, or tried
to seduce, my sisters, some of
my closest friendsand business
associates.

When | confront him, hetells
methat | haveaproblemandthat

| needhelp—nothim! [ amin
therapy in order to decide what
todowith therest of my life.

Please print thislist again for
thosewho might havemissedit.

— SUSPICIOUSNO
MORE

DEAR SUSPICIOUS NO
MORE: You areastronglady.
I’'msureyou’ [l maketheright
decisions about your future.
I’malsopleased you' regetting
professional support, because
ther apy can behelpful regar d-
lessof age.

And now, thelist:

(1) A sudden changeinman-
ner of dressand grooming.

(2) Secretiveness.

(3) Unexplained absences.

(4) Unfamiliar chargeson
credit card or phonehbills.

(5) Hang-upson your home
phone.

(6) Morebusinesstripsthan
usual.
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Opening lead — ten of clubs.

(7) Stopsconfidinginyou or
askingyour advice.

(8) Setsup anew e-mail ac-
count and doesn’t tell you.

(9) Mutual friendsstart act-
ing strangely toward you.
(They either knew about the
cheatingor havebeentold sto-
riesabout what ahorriblewife
or girlfriend you are.)

(10) Refusesto let you take
him to theairport when he's
leaving town.

(11) Carries condoms even
though you areon thenpill.

(12) Deletesincomingphone
numbersfrom caller ID.

(13) Leavesthehousein the
morning smelling like Irish
Spring and returnsin the
evening smelling like Speed-
stick.

(14) Becomes accusatory,
askingif you arebeingtrueto
him, usually out of guilt.

(15) Raises hypothetical
questions such as, “Do you
think it'spossibletolovemore
than oneperson at atime?”

(16) Buys himself new un-
derwear.

(17) Insists that the child
seat, toys, etc., arekept out of
hiscar.

(18) Stopswearing hiswed-
dingring.

(19) Supposedly worksalot
of overtime, but it never shows
up on thepay stub.

(20) Suddenly wantstotry

new lovetechniques.

(21) Hasunexplained scr at-
chesor bruiseson hisneck or
back.

(22) Has a sudden desireto
behelpful with thelaundry.

(23) Picksfightsin order to
stomp out of thehouse.

(24) Showsasuddeninterest
in adifferent type of music.

(25) Has a sudden preoccu-
pation with hisappear ance.

(26) Spends an excessive a-
mount of time on the com-
puter, especially after you have
goneto bed.

(27) Workslong hours on
weekends, but isnever at his
desk toanswer thephone.

Then callsback later with a
reason, such as, “ | waswork-
ing in the conference room
wherethereismorespace.”

(28) Haslotsof “ emergency
errands.” Then comes home
empty-handed, saying,“ They
didn’t havewhat | needed.”

(29)Andthetelltalesignof a
cheating spouse?

Havingtoask thequestionin
thefirst place. Listen to your
gut!

Editor’s note: Dear Abby i<
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

I WANNA LEARN SO I CAN BE LIKE
TO PLAY THE =~ MICHELLE BRANCH,
GUITAR! ~ JEWEL AND

r‘?OU WANT TO TAKE UP
MUSIC AGAIN BUT GIVE
UP THE PIANO FOR
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AND THESE
FRIENDS OF
YOURS ALREADY
HAVE GUITARSZ

WAIT, WAIT...
I WROTE DOWN
A MUSICIAN YOU

MIGHT RECOGNIZE...
DOES JONI MITCHELL
RING ANY BELLS2

.

I LET HIL CONSIDER
GIVING UP THE
PIANO BECAUSE

I THOUGHT SHE'D
MISS IT, NOT

SO SHE COULD
DREAM ABOUT

=1 STRUMMING ON
MTV INSTEAD.

(WHAT'S WRONG WITH
HILARY WANTING TO B
A FAMOUS ROCK
GUITARIST2

Y BECAUSE SHE
E WAS JUST

GETTING GOOD
AT THE PIANO...

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE QGRC L
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WITH CHECKS
Today’s

WAY TO KEEP1
YOUR EYE ON
THE BALL,

TRUE, BUT THEN
AGAIN, HOW MANY

PROFESSIONAL
PIANISTS CAN ONE
DAY AFFORD TO BUY
THEIR FOLKS THEIR
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ BELIEVE IT'S TRUE
THAT A TREASURER’S WORK IS INVOLVED

AND BALANCES.
Cryptoquip Clue: B equals O

TheTrump Echo

Opening lead — ten of clubs.

Thetrump echoisasignal by whichone
defender tell stheother that hestarted with
threetrumps.

Therearetimeswhenthisknowledgeis
critical, asillustrated by today’sdeal.

West leadsaclub, which, giventhebid-
ding, East shouldassumeisasingleton. He
takes the ace and returns the deuce, his
lowest club, totell West toreturnthel ower-
ranking of the two remaining side suits,
diamonds.

West ruffswith the four — beginning a
trump echotoindicatethreetrumps—and
shiftsto hisfourth-best diamond, thefive.

DeclarertakesEast’squeenwiththeace
and playstheking of trumps, West fol low-
ing with the deuce as East wins with the
ace.

If therewere no such animal asatrump
echo, East might makethemistakeof try-
ingto cashthesetting trick by playing the
king of diamonds.

Hewould have no way of knowing that
West started withfivediamondsand South
the singleton ace.

But, thanks to the trump echo, East
knowshispartner hasanother trump, sohe
leads another club for West to ruff, and
South goes down one.

There are positive and negative infer-
ences associated with the trump echo. In
thepresent case, for example, East cantell
fromWest’ sruff withthefour, followed by
his later play of the two, that West has a
third trump.

By the same token, if West had started
withthedoubleton4-2, hewouldruff with
the deuce at trick two.

When he later played the four, East
would draw the negative inference that
West had no more trumps, and he would
try tocashtheking of diamondsat trick five
ashisonly hope of stopping the contract.

“It's so cold my turtle tucked his feet
into his pockets.”

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Garbage DOWN 24 Gridiron
1 Cronies transport 1 Incite to arbiter
5 Frenzied 39 “The action 25 “—
8 Puts on a Sound of 2 Staffer Little
show Music” 3 Appear Teapot”
12 Public extra ominously 26 Road
distur- 40 With 30- 4 Talked along a
bance Down, a blue coastal
13 In the combina- — cliff
manner tion 5 Traffic 28 Ostrich’s
of punch mecca cousin
14 Foolproof 42 Excuses 6 Will 29 High-
15 Stench 45 Witticism Smith speed
16 Midafter- 49 Sites biopic highway
noon on a 50 Actress 7 Speaker’s 30 See 40-
sundial Hagen spot Across
17 Pivot 52 Tittle 8 St. 31 Do alter-
about 53 Rue the Francis’ ations
18 Lower in run home 36 Red
status 54 Cheer- 9 Dead rocks
20 Muffet's leader’s end 37 Blackbird
bugaboo cry 10 Verifiable 38 Grad-to-
22 Continue 55 Ear- 11 Prognos- be
talking related ticator 41 “Fuhged-
23 Sugar 56 Females 19 Commer- daboudit!”
suffix 57 Enter- cial 42 Reaction
24 “Casa- tainment 21 D.C. re
blanca” 58 Take five honcho Yorick
role . Solution time: 25 mins. 43 Ness,
27 Pragmatic e.g.
types 44 Turf com-
32 Comedian panion
Philips 46 Speck
33 — Darya 47 Elevator
34 Leave name
slack- 48 Diplo-
jawed mat’s
35 “Damn sine qua
the torpe- non
does” 51 Greek
man cross
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