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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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DON'T BE
TOO SURE
ABOUT

WELL, THAT'LL TEACH
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A VERY TALL
GUY GOES INTO A BARBERSHOP, WILL HE
RECEIVE A CUT ABOVE THE REST?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals P

Small clamscaseisabig ded
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: | received a
small settlement because of an
injury. My stepdaughter, who
works as ateller at my bank,
asked if shecould borrow $300.
| agreed. Shetook $400 instead
and promisedto pay meback out
of her income tax refund.

Over thenext several months,
without my consent, she trans-
ferred $2,000 from my account
to hers. She always had an ex-
cuse and promised to repay me.

After ayear and ahalf, | told
her if she didn’'t arrange to pay
meback, | would havetotakeher
to court. She and her husband
stopped talking to my husband
and me, sol filedaclaim.

To my amazement, | wasin-
vited to present my caseontele-
vision in acourtroom show.

Well, my husbandrefusestogo
with me. He agrees that | am
right, but he will not publicly
take my side against his own
daughter.

Abby, | need hissupport. He's
theonly witness| have. | didn't
want thingsto turn out thisway,
but they did. What doyouthink?

— FOOL FOR FAMILY

DEAR FOOL FOR FAM-
ILY: What happened to you
was criminal, and frankly, it
should have been reported to
the policein thefirst place.
Your husband’sdaughter isan
embezzler, and she certainly
shouldn’t be workingin a
bank. Now it’stimeto get a
lawyer involved.

Sinceyour husband appears
to be camer a-shy, ask your
lawyer if there'sajudge who
will hear the case without a

camera present. If your hus-
band still refuses to support
you, call your local district
attorney’sofficeand ask if you
can get avictim’sadvocateto
gowithyou.You havemy sym-
pathy.

DEARABBY:Whatisupwith
all these unfortunate women
who have out-of-wedlock preg-
nancies and bad relationships?
Most mendon’t havetheseprob-
lemsand don’t mention them if
they do.

To these women: If you' d get
toknow your partnersandalittle
about their past, stuff like this
wouldn’t happen.

Women are like fish. If you
havetheright bait, they areeasy
tolurein. Onceyou' vesampled
the goods, then you throw them
back.

I’'mnotsayingl’ mlikethis, but
| have seen it. If the fish were
smart enough to see the hook,
then they wouldn’t get caught!
So, Dear Abby, please tell me
why somewomenthink they are
SO smart?

P.S. By the way, I'min the
ninth grade.

— FISHERMAN IN NEW-
ARK, DEL.

DEAR FISHERMAN: Wo-
man aren’t fish, and itisn't a
guestion of intelligence. When
people of either sex become

emotional about alove inter-
est, they often think with their
hearts and not their heads.
Haveyou hear dtheold saying,
“Loveisblind” ?1t’sthereason
thephrasewascoined.

DEARABBY: There'san up-
roar at our office concerning
potlucks. Is it acceptable for
people who don’'t contribute to
theluncheonstohelpthemselves
when the food is served? Some
of them even fill aplate to take
home! Isn’t thisinconsiderate
and rude?

— POTLUCKS

DEAR POTLUCKS: For
someone to knowingly help
him- or herself to other
people' sfood without it being
offeredisnot onlyrudebut also
presumptuous. I'd say shame
on them, but peoplewho do it
are shameless. Perhaps when
the announcement of the pot-
luck isissued, it should be
clearly stated or writtenthatin
order to participate, a person
must bringadish.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

Bridge
North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
® AK 4
¥98
96532
A KO
WEST EAST
Q1073 @®Jo
¥62 ¥J753
€QJ10 AKS874
*£QJ87 %105
SOUTH
8652
PAKQ104
¢ —
6432
The bidding:
North East South West
1@ Pass 19 Pass
1 NT Pass 3@ Pass
3NT Pass 4 9
Opening lead — queen of diamonds.
©2004 Bil Keane, Inc.
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Opening lead — queen of diamonds.

Thisremarkable hand appearsin“ Spot-
light on Card Play,” a book by Robert
Darvasand Paul Lukacsthat illustratesthe
typeof thinking that liesbehind good card
play. Declarer wastheHungarian star Geza
Ottlik.

The contract was four hearts, and West
led adiamond.

It’snot easy tomake 10tricks, evenwith
all 52 cardsin view. Declarer apparently
needs a 3-3 trump break aswell asa 3-3
divisioninoneof theblack suitsinorder to
establish a10thtrick.

It might thereforeseemthat, asthecards
lie, South can make only fivetrump tricks
andtwosetsof A-K’s. But Ottlik scored 10
tricksby adopting aningeniouslineof play
that madehimastrongfavoritefor thecon-
tract.

He decided to play for six trump tricks
instead of the obvious five and accom-
plished hisgoal inthefollowing manner:

After ruffing the diamond lead, he en-
tered dummy withaspadeand ruffed asec-
ond diamond.

Hethen returned to dummy with aspade
and ruffed athird diamond.

Next cameaclubtothekingand another
diamondruff, followedby aclubtotheace
andafifthdiamond ruff with hislasttrump.

By thistime, Ottlik had scored ninetricks
— five ruffsin his hand and both of
dummy’sblack A-K’s.

Dummy still hadthe9-8 of heartsandwas
boundtoscorealOthtrick withoneof them.

The maneuver described hereisknown
asadummy reversal, whichisamethod of
play that ishard enoughto recognizeeven
under ordinary circumstances.

But itisinfinitely more difficult to spot
when dummy hasonly two trumpsand de-
clarer hasfive.

No other line of play isaspromising as
thisone, nor, in the actual hand, does any
other approach succeed.

“m going to make my dollar pretty like
the new 20-dollar bills.”

Crossword

ACROSS 36 Caspian 610Id 12 Mexico

1 Ritzy auto Sea card and points

4 Limb feeder game south

7 — -back 37 Appears 19 Erstwhile
(mellow) to be DOWN acorn

11 Tackle- 39 Feminine 1 Put one’s 21 Petrol
box item 41 Mechan- feat in 23 “Little

13 Feathery ic’s task one’s Women”
acces- 43 Mess up mouth sister
sory 44 Scrutinize 2 Carte 25 Pivot

14 Wheel- 46 Pilfered 3 Becomes 26 Money of
base 50 African one Oman
terminus gully 4 Jennings’ 27 With

15— 53 “Believe It employer skill
partridge Or —V 5 Leeway 28 Woody
in..” 55 For all 6 My fiber

16 Massa- time brothel’'s 29 Stead
chusetts 56 Grand- keeper 30 Indian
cape scale 7 Artsy Ocean

17 He got tale area of gulf
the point 57 Fast-run- Paris 31 AAA
across to ning bird 8 Feller’s assign-
his son 58 Pealed tool ment

18 Vigorous 59 Sicilian 9 Under 35Fawn’s
enthusi- spouter the mom
asm 60 4-Across weather 38 Seek

20 Creche counter- 10N.J. restitution
trio part neighbor 40“—

22 Cartesian Solution time: 24 mins. Poubtflre
conclu- 42 “Cross-
sion | AN BENRE | fire”

240m. o.g. ! group

28 Linus’ EviABmsrie L mme v 45 Cupola
calmer RE ] ElC|T| 47 Ellipse

32 Small s|L]E R[E]s] 48 Comic
fire- #: :_ Jay
cracker BlA OlCIHI 49 Therefore

33 Verdi ot 21 50 Teensy
opera ale =Terg| 91 Likely

34“Joan of [g[C ulelt] 52 Cacoph-
Arcadia” A sl ony
figure wer 1-12 54 Yank
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