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Monday’s
Salute

Thumbs %é

vtoAlex and Amy Rosal es, Colby — parentsof ThomasCounty’s
“First Baby of 2004,” lan John.

VtoDr. K eith Coplin— Colby Community Collegeprofessor, who
will besigning copiesof hisnovel, “ Crofton’sFire,” on Tuesday from
4-6 p.m. at theH.F. DavisLibrary on campus.

vto Rep. Jerry Moran — who wasin Colby today at the Senior
ProgressCenter aspart of hisannual “ Listening Tour” of thebig First
District.

vto Jose Banulos— who, during the recent holidays, returned to
Winonatovisit with Bob and AnneL owe, who werehishost parents
while he was an exchange student in 2000-2001 at Triplains High
School. Joseisfrom Mexico.

Vto Jim McDonald — now in retirement after serving as Colby
postmaster 11 years and atotal of 37 years with the United States
Postal Service.

vto Linda Smith — postmaster at Oberlin, who isfilling in as
Colby postmaster until apermanent selectionismade.

Vto Sue Draper — for adopting “Dottie” for her father, Willard
Morgan.

vtothe Thomas County Commissioner s— on your stated sup-
port of the mission and purpose of the Thomas County Economic
Development Alliance.

Vto the Colby Jaycees — for your ongoing “ Coats for Kids
project.

vtoall Military Per sonnel — hereand el sewherefor your service
toyour country.

(Thissaluteiscompiled each week by TD. For detailson submit-
tinganameor namesfor inclusion, e-mail td@nwkansas.comor call
785-462-3963.)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Over the summer, | started watching
“Smallville.” It'snot thefirst timesomethinglike
this has happened.

“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and “Roswell”
weretwo other Warner Brothersseriesthat got me
hooked when there was absol utely nothing else
onworth watching.

Smallville, though, isdifferent.

Being from Kansas, | can't help but compare
the state where | was born and raised to thefic-
tional town of Smallville.

For starters, the show isfilmed in Vancouver,
B.C. in Canada.

Show me a spot in Kansas that has that many
treesand that much water.

Whilepartsof theshow arekind of hokey (itis
about asuperhero after all), they did nail someof
it right on the head.

Likethe Kents. Oh dear. They kind of remind
meof my parentssometimes. | don’tknow if that’s
good or bad.

They alsomakeitlook likethere' sthishugecity
just acouple of hoursdown theroad.

Well, Wichitacould qualify, | guess, butit’sno
Metropoalis.

Real life does imitate art because everybody
doesend up going to Wichitaat sometimeto go
shopping or otherwise get out of town for some-
thing different to do.

Except thefictional Metropolishasonefeature
no city in Kansas has. The second episode of the
new season was a doozy. It showed Metropolis
ashavingloading docks. Asinloading docksfor
ships.

That was pretty funny.

| kind of think they’ reignoringthefactthatit’s
supposed to be Kansas, although | do wonder

Howard Dea

Does God make people gay? At first glance,
thisisaquestionthat appearstheological. How-
ever, Howard Dean, democratic presidential can-
didate and a physician, looksto biology for his
answer. Campaigninginlowa, whenasked about
hisviewsof homosexuality, candidate Deansaid,
“The overwhelming evidence is that thereis a
very significant, substantial genetic component
to” homosexuality, Dean said, according to the
Los Angeles Times. “From areligious point of
view, if God had thought homosexuality isasin,
hewould not have created gay people.”

Now let's seewhat chapter and verse of Holy
Writ did Dr. Dean consult to arrive at that con-
clusion. Genesis? No, that's where Adam and
Eve were created. No gay people there.
Leviticus?No, don‘t want to go there. The New
Testament? Nothing promising there either. So
what’sthebasisfor Dr. Dean’stheological views?

Hereisthe argument: if homosexual identity
is determined by one’s genes, God must have
planned it that way and actually approvesit. I'll
evaluate such thinking momentarily but let me
pauseto notethat thispremiseaddsanother title
to Dr. Dean’slong resume’: biotheol ogian.

According to Michael Cavanaugh, author of
Biotheol ogy, “inasentence, biotheol ogy synthe-
sizeshiology and theol ogy by derivingthestudy
of God from the study of life...biotheology re-
jects supernatural explanations.” In harmony
withthisdescription, biotheol ogian Deangleans
God’ sthoughtson the subject of homosexuality
viahisinterpretation of biology and genetics.

Intheenlightened world of biotheology, who
needs Scriptureor churchtradition?Sciencewill
tell us what God thinks. The faithful in the
Howard Dean church of biotheology will beun-
burdened from Scripturestudy tolearn of God's
principles. Justreadthelatestissueof Sciencefor
on€'sdaily devotional study.

Suchameansof attaining divinewisdom may
lead biotheology believers to confusing out-
comes. For instance, astudy by Michael Bailey
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what part of British Columbiayou could drop a
Kansan in and try to convince himit'shome or
it'll passfor home.

Albertamaybe, if you blocked out the moun-
tains. But B.C.?

Artimitateslifein that thereis one big com-
pany that everybody works for. That would be
Luthorcorp, (asin Lex Luthor of the Kansas
Luthor’s), the shady company that employs
probably half the state. If only we could be so
lucky.

In reality, we have the aerospace companies
inWichita, lowaBeef Processors, Monfort and
National in western Kansas, and all of the agri-
cultural and energy companies along with the
support industries that most peoplework for or
they know someone who does.

They also got the stereotypical one place to
hangoutintheentiretown. Except TheTalonon
“Smallville” beatsany movietheater |’ ve actu-
ally beento herein Kansas.

It'sgot acoffeeshopal so. Colby has Starbucks
and two movie theaters so | guess reality does
haveit beat at least on quality.

There's also the dark underbelly of Kansas
crimein“Smallville.” Thefictional Luthor fam-
ily has aquestionable reputation.
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and colleagues on twinsrecently proposed that
sociosexuality washighly relatedtogeneticfac-
tors. What issociosexuality you ask?Basically,
thetermreferstowillingnesstoengagein casual
sex. So alarge measure of the reason certain
peoplehopinthesack indiscriminately couldbe
rel ated to genetics?Paraphrasing bi otheol ogian
Dean, we could say, “From areligious point of
view, if God had thought casual sexisasin, he
would not have created people who engage in
casual sex.” Interesting way to gain converts.
Better start abuilding program for that church.

Back to the subject of homosexuality. | sup-
poseinthedomainof biotheol ogy, if sciencedoes
not support apremise, thenneither doesGod. On
our topic, onescientific organization, theAmeri-
canPsychiatricAssociation (APA) reveal sthese
words of knowledge from their Fact Sheet on
Sexual Orientation:

“Some people believethat sexual orientation
isinnateand fixed; however, sexua orientation
develops across a person’s lifetime...to date
therearenoreplicated scientificstudiessupport-
ing any specific biological etiology (cause) for
homosexuality.”

Apparently then God does not make people
gay.
Sowhat happensto Dean’ shiotheology now?
Contradicting Dr. Dean, thereisn’t“ overwhelm-
ing evidence,” that thereisa“very significant,
substantial genetic component to homosexual -
ity.” Certain people develop same sex feelings
throughlifeand then someof those peopleiden-

Inreality, Enronhasamorethan questionable
reputationwith former employeeswho still live
here.

L excorp has nothing on the former energy
corporation that lied about itsearnings.

Smallville’'s aso alightning rod for strange
happenings. Likethemeteor shower of remnants
fromtheblast that destroyed theplanet Krypton,
stranding theplanet’slast sonon Earthand caus-
ing awhole heap of troublefor itsresidents.

If that's the case, Greensburg matches that
description but | think they only had onemeteor
hit near town and it’snot kryptonite.

They’ vea sogot ahand-dugwell andfictional
Smallville doesn’t have anything likethat.

Kansas does have its strange side. You just
have to know where to look so at least they gof
that right.

In reality, if you believe the rumors, Stull’s
probably the strangest, or at least most siniste
siteinthestate. Atchisonisthemost haunted anc
Dightonwasthesiteof ahuge UFO flap back ir
the 1970s.

| don’t know about weird happeningsbut there
arecertainly someinteresting peopleinKansas
None of them are super-powered aliensasfar a
I know.

(Except Colorado probably hasK ansasbeat ir
that department. Therearealot of really strange
peoplethere, especially Boulder.)

It iskind of nice to seethat a place that gets
stereotyped oftenisn’t as sedate asit seems.

So, depending on your cup of tea, thetruthiis
stranger than fiction.

Tisha Cox is a general assignment reporter
photographer for the Free Press.

n:Biotheologian

tify as gay and some of them do not. Thus saith
theAPA.

WhowasHoward Dean preachingtoout there
inlowa? Evangelicals? No, | think he probably
just made them mad. A learned man such as
Howard Dean must understand that evangelical
votersseethroughbiotheol ogy. However, heal s
knowsthat thosewho havefaithintheexistence
of the gay gene make up an energetic part of his
base. Slipping sometoWesley Clarkinthepoalls,
Dr. Dean neededto preachtothechoir. Youmust
have faith to say things such as pronounced by
thedoctor.

And I’'ll bet he was reaching out for an amen
fromthetruebelievers.
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Warren Throckmorton is Director of College
Counseling and an Associate Professor of Psy-
chology at Grove City College. His research
“Initial Empirical and Clinical Findings Con-
cerning the Change Processfor Ex-Gays,” was
published in the June 2002 issue of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association’s publication
“ Professional Psychol ogy: Researchand Prac-
tice”

About Grove City College: Barron's lists
GroveCity Collegeasoneof theM ost Competi-
tive collegesin the nation. U.S. News & World
Report ranks Grove City as# 1 Best Valueand #
4Best Collegeinitscategory. Withanenrol Iment
of 2,300 studentsand possessing abeautiful cam-
pus, GroveCity Collegeadvocatesthefreemar-
ket economic system and accepts no federal
funding. Founded in 1876, Grove City College
isaprivateChristian collegeteaching theliberal
arts, sciencesand A BET-accredited engineering.
Tuitionisabout half of the national averagefor
private colleges. Activities include 20 varsity
sportsteams, club andintramural sports, alarge
music program and 130 student organizations.
Grove City islocated 60 miles north of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau,

Hi, FOLKS! TIME TOHIT THE HERES A GOOD ONE, Z /
OL' MAIL S1LO AGAIN 7O DEAR GUYS: LAST WEEK.
ANGUWIER A FEW LETTERS ! THE STRIP WAS IN RERUNS.

HOW DO I KNOW 178 NOT
STILL IN RERUNSZ YOUR
FAL, STEPH, AKRON, OH.“

UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE © 2004 G.B. Trudeau

AIR QUESTION, STEFH. Z,

| POSSIBLY kNOW IF WE
\ WERE STILL IN RERUNG!

HOW BOUT  STILL NOT

THOSE RE-  CONVINCED?
RUNS LAST CHECK THIS
HEEK T HAFER'S TATE —~




