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Field of Democrats
will shrink to three

Howard Dean will probably win the lowa caucuses next
Monday and winin New Hampshiretheweek following. And
if thosetwo things happen, | think thefield of nine Democrats
wantingto battlePresident Bushfor thekeystothe Oval Office
will dwindleto perhapsthree, at most.

Dean isthe hottest commodity the Democrats have, and al-
though hewouldn’t be our pick at this particular time, thefact
remains more Democrats like him than don’t where it counts
most — inthe presidential primary states.

Hangingonafter lowaand New Hampshirewill be Sen. John
Edwards, North Carolinaand (retired) Gen. Wesley Clark. The
otherswill simply fade away.

Of courseformer Vermont Governor Dean will beforced to
change his clothes and don more moderate threads once he
movesinto other stateswhere heisbeing looked at cautiously.

Deanisusingthelnternet unlikeitsever been used beforeto
enhance his coffers and support base. Other politicians, who
wouldonly wink beforeat thebenefitsof thel nternet, areslowly
becoming believersin thisavenue of opportunity.

Of coursethere’ sthat big questionloomingfor theDemocrats.
canHoward Dean, if giventhenomination, beat President Bush?

TheWhiteHousebunchisn'ttaking Deanlightly. They wish
Wesl ey Clark would get thenomination. They feel hewould be
the easiest to beat. They point to Clark’sinconsistency on is-
sues. He'sanoviceinthegameandit shows, they say. Niceguy,
they say, but... But they shouldn’t take him lightly, either.

So, we sit back and watch and listen to the fiery exchanges
among the Democrat hopefuls. Andwewill watch closely how
thepeopleof |owaand New Hampshirereact totheroster when
they caucus and vote. And then how the circus playsin other
states.

Withmany of thepresidential primariesmoved uptotakead-
vantage of the national stage, theissue of who the Democrats
will eventually nominate could be all but over by the end of
March. —TomA. Dreiling, publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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I TWASelusive. Tosay theleast. Black. Wild.
Quickaslightning. Whenwesaw it, thatis. Which
wasseldom. Itinthiscaseisacat. | don’tknow if
it was Dick or Darlene. Never got close enough
to make that determination. Besides, none of us
was eager to climb into the ceiling to see how it
managed. Whenithouseditself intheceiling. We
think it stayed part of thetimein some furniture
stored in the back part of the building.

| spottedthecat aweek ago, | think. Might have
beenlonger thanthat, but thefactitwouldn’tcome
out of hidingtolook for food or water, | figuredit
hadn’t been with usaslong asit may seem.

We got abreak Sunday around noon. | wasin
theofficelookingfor thething— I sort of thought
of myself astheguy on Animal Planet — except
| wasn't dressed the part. | just about came feet-
to-paw with theanimal. It wasin thefront office
behind adesk and about thetime | saw it it saw
me and wham! — off it went. Boy, that would
have made arunning coach drool. And that was
thelast timel saw it.

So, when Monday rolled around and everyone
in the building was alerted to be on the lookout
for our embedded animal, we all assumed the
capturewould bequick. Itwasn't. It wasn’t until
shortly after noon on Tuesday that thecat, which
apparently decidedtomakearunforit—wehad
all thedoorsopen— apparently didjust that. We
sort of figured that it didn’t think being on the
outsidewasascomfy asbeingontheinsidewhere
itwaswarm and wheretherewasfood and drink,
so it came back in, unannounced.

Someone in the building, however, heard a
noise coming from the old press room and went
to seewhat it was. It was the cat caught — ina
trap, something we' ve been trying to get it to do
for a couple of days but without success. Evan
(Barnum) put thetrap originally intheceiling as
thecat, wefigured, wasup thereroaming around.
Out of our sight. And weknew that, too, because
one of the ceiling tiles was laying on the news-
room floor and we reasoned that the cat, making
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itsway in the dark in the ceiling, didn’t know
therewasan el evation problem— onepart of the
ceiling was higher than the other and when Lea
(Bandy) found the hole the cat found to access
the ceiling, it was on the higher side and when
the cat went prancing around it tumbled afoot
down and itsweight caused thetileto give and
the cat ended up on a counter below. It made a
mess out of the newsroom.

Patty (Decker) thought we needed to bringin
some food to lure the cat out of hiding. So she
went homeand brought cat food and | went and
got milk andwiththehelp of Tish (Cox), Crys-
tal (Rucker) and Shelby (Bain) thewheel swere
putinmotiontocatchthecat. It never happened,
however. The cat ate but weweren’t invited.

Shelby’s husband, Matt, who iswith the De-
partment of Wildlifeand Parksloaned usatrap.
Thecat wasn't playingthat game—withMatt’s
trap, anyway. So, our troops go hold of alarger
onefromthepolicedepartment andthat’sthetrap
that trappedthecat andbrought anendtothecat’s
freerun of our bed and breakfast.

Oncetrapped, L eaand Crystal took thetrapped
cat tothevet. Whatever happened therewasbe-
tweenthecat andthevet. Wedon't ask questions,
we just deliver. Kind of like Gambino’s and
PizzaHut, except atelephoneisn’t involved.

The cat sure made lifeinteresting. It also left
an odor that we wish we could pack up and ship
out. In duetime everything will be back to nor-
mal and it's a sure bet we won't be leaving the
back door open from now on, which, aswelook

back, iswhy we had a cat living rent free some
whereinour building.

Wewill post a“NoVacancy” signoutsideour
bed and breakfast.

PRESIDENT Bush wantsto go to the Moon
andthentoMars(not himself, but that’ shisgoal).
Ambitious, tosay theleast. L ot of cost there, too,
Anawful lot. | hopeoneof thethingsdiscovered
when we eventually put people on those outer
fringesischeaper prescriptiondrugs. But thenif
thecostisinthebillionsuponbillionsof dollars
for such spacetravel, why not call it off and use
thosehillionsuponhbillionsof dollarstogivethe
seniorsabreak right here on Earth. And use the
resttohelpthehomel ess, thej obless, thepoverty-
stricken, the sick, thedisabled, and thelist goes
on. And | think before we expand space explo-
ration we need to expand our search for Osame
bin Laden. Wasn't he one of the bad guys?

THINGSto ponder asyou go about your rou-
tine:

Vinwinter, why dowetry tokeep thehouseas
warmasit wasin summer when we complained
about the heat?

VConsideringall thelintyougetinyour dryer,
if youkept dryingyour clotheswoul dthey even-
tualy just disappear?

vDoes a clean house indicate that thereis &
broken computer init?

VIf at first you don't succeed, shouldn’t you
try doingit likeyour wifetold you to?

VObservation tells me that in some cases the
only difference between ayard sale and atrash
pickupishow closetotheroad thestuff isplaced?

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk*k
Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. His
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays. E-
mail him at td@nwkansas.com, or
tdreiling@nwkansas.com

More of the same

Rep. Jerry Moranisdoing hisannual listening
tour and was in Colby Monday at the Senior
Progress Center. Although many congressmen
dothisand all should, Moran’'sjobisespecially
tough given thesize of the First District, now at
69 counties.

The geographic area also makes hisjob as a
representative moredifficult because of thedif-
ferencesbetweentheneedsof citiesrangingfrom
thefar west to the eastern part of the state.

| thought M oran had agood handleboth onthe
needs and wants of hisdistrict and the redlities
of politicsin Washington. In other words, he
knows he can't give us everything we want or
evensomethingsweneed, but heisdoing hisbest
torepresent usin adifficult political climate.

Itisthat political climate | want to talk about
today. Moran identified the politics of power in
Washington (not his exact words) as one of the
difficultiesingettinglegislation passed and con-
trolling spending on legislative pork and | think
he'sright.

Asthe Republicans and Democrats become
moreand morealikein many ways, thepolitical
climatein Washington and even at the state and
local level to alesser degree has become more
about power than ideas.

In 1994 | found myself disillusioned and an-
gry with my Republican party to the point |
switched parties.

It didn’t take long to realize it was more of a
statement thananything el se, becausel hadlittle
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in common with most Democrats.

Stubbornness kept me from switching back
until acouple of yearsago, but | find myself in
thesamedilemmawiththeRepublicans. Current
Republican legislation leaves me wondering
what has happened to the party of smaller gov-
ernment and fiscal responsibility.

At the same time, Bill Clinton’s economic
policy wasmorein linewith thetraditional Re-
publican doctrineof keeping government out of
business than many want to admit. Much of
Clifton’s policy was done by opinion poll, for
whichhewasrightfully calledtotask. What, pray
tell, isso different about the way things are be-
ing donetoday?

Freetradeiskilling our middleclass, yet both
parties see it as the panaceafor al that ails us.
Thepoor areapolitical footbhall tobealternately
castigated as lazy and indifferent or mollified
with handoutsfor crassmotives.

The palitics of power have even found their
way into the religion of our country. It has be-
come fashionable to wear one'sreligion on the

sleeve until someone gets offended, then back-
track. Eventhosewho attempt to decry themoral
decay of our society choosetheir wordssoasnot
to offend any portion of the electorate. Oneis
temptedtodismissall of thisaspoliticsasusual,
but that doesn’t makeit right.

Whileit istrue the art of compromiseis part
and parcel topoliticsand that onecannot accom-
plish anything without the power to do so one
must also ask the important question.

“Whatt goodwill itbefor amanif hegainsthe
wholeworld, yet forfeits his soul ?’

What goodisthepower our leadersareso des-
perately craving if they are unable to useit for
the betterment of our society becausethey have
sacrificed their core beliefsto attain it?

What kind of country will we become if we
exchange concern for right and wrong and the
free exchange of ideasfor political correctness
and the soft comforts of a pandering govern-
ment?

Ultimately, the power still restsin the hands
of thepeopleandwill remainthereaslong aswe
haveavote. Onceuponatimeanew party el ected
agangly lawyer from Illinoiswhose moral anc
ethical leadership carried usthrough one of the
darkest hoursin our history.

Maybeit'stimefor anew party.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimeto time. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.
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STRIP HAVE A SOUND
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BUT YOUR SECOND QUES-
TION 16 A GOOD ONE— WHY
ARE WE SCORED? SEEMS A
WAGTE FOR A PRINT FEA-

TURE NOBODY CAN HEAR...

WAIT. DIPN'T



