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Dr. Keith Coplin, an English instructor at Colby Community was released nationally on Jan. 5. The book is his first novel.
College, read passages of his new novel, “Crofton’s Fire” ata Copies of the book are available atthe Campus Bookstore in the
book signing atthe college library Tuesday afternoon. The book college student union.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Welcome Wagon stops after 20 years

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Anyone wanting to take up the

banner to wel-
=
F T -mt

come newcom-
ers to Colby
should talk to
Donna Pflas-

terer. -
Pflasterer was

the Welcome . i

Wagon lady in i

Colby for 20

years but re- D. Pflasterer

cently decided
to quit after becoming less able to
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Warming trend
Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
area

Tonight...Clear. Lowsinthe
mid-20s. Southwest winds up
to 10 mph. Thursday...Partly
cloudy. Highsinthelower 60s.
South winds up to 10 mph.
Thursday night...Partly
cloudy. Lows in the mid-20s.
Southwest winds around 10
mph. Friday...Partly cloudy..
Highsaround 50. Northwinds
10-15 mph.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’s high, 58

Low thismorning, 20

Records for Jan. 14, 68 in
1900 and -15in 1979

Year agotoday, 43 and 17

Month’s precipitation, 0.05

Month’ssnowfall, 1inch

2003 precipitation to date,
trace

Soil temperature, 33

Thesources:

Theforecast isfromthe Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, Colby. A recorded
forecast updated throughout
the day isavailable by calling
(785) 899-7119.

get namesbecauseit’ sgotten harder
todo.

“Because of the Privacy Act, |
cannot get names,” shesaid, adding
federal law made it nearly impos-
sible to get the information she
needed.

Plasterer wouldwelcomeanyone
whowantstotakeover thebusiness
fromher, someonewiththeingenu-
ity to get names and keep things
going.

She said shewould like to seeit
happen.

Welcoming peopleinvolvesgiv-
ing them a gift and helping famil-
iarize them with the community.

“1 had a basket of gifts from 42
sponsorswhichwasaway tointro-
duce the newcomer to businesses,
professionals, or churches,” Pflas-

terer said. ‘1 did al three.”

Shetriedto do 5to 10 welcomes
a month and managed to do it
through most of last year but it be-
cametoo difficult to get names.

Plasterer said she succeeded in
hitting her goal of welcoming poepl
in 2002.

Shedidn’t havestatisticsonhow
many peopleshewel comedtotown
over the years but said she wel-
comed peoplefromall walksof life.
Oneway sheusedto get nameswas
if her husband saw aU-Haul truck,
he'd follow it to see where it was
unloaded.

Pflasterer also had a few inci-
dents where cats would hop in her
basket, something that happened
many timesover theyears.

She also didn’t push the service

on people and if they didn’t want
contact, sherespected that.

“1 was proud of my sponsorsand
they werevery loyal,” shesaid. She
started out with nineoriginally and
ended with 42.

TheWelcome Wagon wasorigi-
nally through a company called
Welcome Wagon out of Tennessee
but several yearsago they decided
the welcome business wasn't eco-
nomically viable and canceled its
contracts.

Pflasterer continued on her own
three years ago, starting Welcome
to Colby.

She said she will miss the wel-
come business“terribly.”

“1"ll missthenew people,” Pflas-
terer said. “ They wereso apprecia-
tive.”

Official says bar fire could happen here

TOPEKA (AP) — On Feb. 20,
2003, the State Fire Marshal’s of -
fice received a complaint about a
Montgomery County bar that one
inspector deemed a*“ disaster wait-
ing to happen.”

The same day, 96 people died
when a blaze roared through a
packed West Warwick, R.I., night-
club. A similar tragedy could have
happened anywhere in Kansas,
State Fire Marshal Joe Odle said
Tuesday.

“Probably Rhodelsland went for
alot of yearsbefore something that
horrific happened,” he said. “But
somehow everything cametogether
anditdid.”

Odletoldthe Senate Federal and
State Affairs Committee there are
nightclubs all across Kansas that
don’t meet building and fire codes,
his department can do nothing un-
|ess someone complains.

“Alotof clubsintherural part of
Kansas, we don’t even know they

arethere,” hesaid.

Odle, whowasappointed by Gov.
Kathleen Sebeliusaweek after the
Rhode Island blaze, said his office
doesn’thaveenoughresourcesinits
$3.5millionbudgettoinspectall the
barsinthe state.

The problem is, he said, many
counties don’t have the resources,
either.

“A lot of counties don’'t have
building inspectors, and they have
volunteer fire departments where

Congressman
engages crow
at Colby visit

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Congressman Jerry Moranspoke
to anice size crowd at the Colby
Senior Progress Center Monday
afternoon as one of hismany stops
on hisannual “Listening Tour” of
thebig First District.

Moran gaveaquick overview of
afew matters before addressing
concernsfrom the audience.

Hesaidmail comingtohisWash-
ington, D.C. officeisnow delayed
dlightly because it must now go to
Ohio to beirradiated to eliminate
biological agents such as anthrax
beforeit is sent on to the nation’s
capital.

He passed around cards with
phone, fax and e-mail, where peo-
plecan alsoreach him quicker than
sending aletter.

Then hewent on to outline some
of theissuesfromthelastlegidative
session. For starters,Moransaidhe
was not very happy with the pre-
scriptiondrugbill Congresspassed.

“1 don’t think the bill we passed
you'regoingtoappreciate,” hesaid.
“I had great concerns about the
bill.”

He said it won't benefit seniors
and could | ead to prescription drug
benefits being dropped by many
insurance carriers.

“We did nothing to reduce the
cost of prescription drugs,” Moran
said, adding their price, alongwith
the cost of health care, needsto be
addressed instead.

“There’'sno wonder in my mind
why states supported the plan.”

Moran opposed the hill.

Another concern is the govern-
ment’sinability tocontrol spending
and arapidly increasing national
debt.

“1 must be traditional because a
national debt still bothers me,”
Moransaid. Hesaid Democratsand
Republicansneedtowork together
asAmericansin “reversing spend-
ing money we don’t have.”

Government spending has in-
creased 55 percent over the past
several years, but thingslike Sept.
11, 2001, thewar on terrorism and
homeland security account for
someof theincreasesbut not all, he
said.

Moranalsosaid prosperity forthe
region isvital because preserving
theway of lifeherefor another gen-
eration isimportant.

Thefirst question hefielded was
onthedrought.

“The drought was pretty local-
ized,” hesaid.

Urban Congressmen, Moran
said, didn’t understandtheneedfor
drought relief in the farm bill that
waspassed |last session. Moransaid
they thought the bill was giving
farmerseverythingthey needed, but
55 percent of thebill was payments
fortheDepartment of Agriculture’s
nutrition programs and other parts
of itwerecropinsurance. “ It doesn't
work whenthereisamulti-year di-

U.S. Congressman Jerry Moran
spoke to a full house Monday at
the Senior Progress Center in
Colby.

saster,” hesaid.

Moran al so explained that news-
paperslikeTheNew York Timesand
Washington Post make peopl ethink
that agriculture is doing fine, but
that’snot the case.

He said the average age of ¢
farmer these daysis 58.5 years,
which means that there aren’t that
many new farmers.

Moran said it’s his goal to help
change that and also work on eco-
nomicdevelopmentinhisdistrictto
help keep farmers going and the
communitiesthey livein.

Another issuediscussed wasthe
bovine spongiform encephal opa-
thy, or “mad cow” scare.

M oran saidtheag department has
sent delegates to Japan to discuss
opening the beef markets back up.

“Thesecountriesarenot goingta
beanxiousto openupthemarkets,”
hesaid.

M oran hasno concernsabout the
disease and how quickly the mar-
ketsand peopl e sperception of the
issue depends on what the medic
shows. “Those are the images we
in Kansascan't afford,” he said.

He also didn’t understand why
beef prices fell despite little or no
fall in demand.

Moranalsobriefly touched onthe
falingdollar anditseffect ontrade.

He said heisthe co-sponsor of ¢
bill to stop Chinafrom floating its
currency. The bill would add a 4C
percenttariff to China sexport hill.

“They wouldworry about atrade
war,” Moransaid. “ You haveto get
into abattle of somekind if you're
going to win. Unless we react in
some fashion, how is it going tc
change?’

Moranalsoreceived somethanks
for thework he’sdone.

Colby College President Dr.
Mikel Ary expressed hisapprecia-
tionto Moranfor hishelp in secur-
ing $250,000 to help build the
school’s new wellness center.

Whileonthesubject, Moransaid
he would like to address the nurs-
ing shortage in the region and the
community collegesintheareaare
goingtohelpdosomethingaboutit.
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‘Great Strides’ meeting Sunday

The first meeting for the 2nd Annual Northwest Kansas
“Great Strides” walk-a-thon benefiting the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation will be held at 2 p.m., Sunday, at the home of
Dorisand Craig Reed. Anyoneinterestedingettinginvolved
should call Doris Reed at (785) 465-7907.

Homestead refund work Thursday

Rosalie Seemannwill beat Meadowlark Manor in Colby
from 10 a.m. until noon and from 1 to 2 p.m., Thursday, to
assist with the homestead food salestax refunds and utility
refunds.

Sheasksthat those partici pating pl ease bring bookletsand
other needed information. For questions, call (785) 586-
2240.

Amusement Association to meet

TheThomasCounty Amusement Associationwill meet at
7p.m., Monday, at the Thomas County Office Complex. With
only alittle over six months left until the 2004 Thomas
County Fair, association members need to continue prepa-
rations.

Anyone wanting to offer assistanceis encouraged to at-
tend the meeting.

Childbirth classes begin

Colby Childbirth Educationhasstartedit’sJanuary series.
The first session was Thursday with three more classes to
follow thisThursday, Jan. 22, and Jan. 29 from7-10 p.m. at
Colby Community College. For questionsor enrollment, call
Amy Hutflesat 460-4344.

Obedience school Tuesday

The Thomas County Trackers 4-H Dog Club will once
again be offering obedience training thiswinter and spring.
There will be an orientation meeting Tuesday, at 7 p.m. at
the 4-H building. Thiswill be ameeting without dogs and
participantswill need to bring acopy of their dog’s current
vaccination records, said Carrie Bredemeier, trainer. There
isanominal feerequired and for detailsonthe cost or other
information, call (785) 460-3816.

Jaycees sponsoring ‘Coats for Kids’
The Colby Jaycees are hosting “ Coats for Kids” from 9-

11 am. Saturday at the Jaycee Center. Kids who have out-
grown acoat or kidsneeding acoat can comewiththeir par-
entsto pick out acoat or jacket donated by members of the
community. Some adult coats are also available. The event
isopento the public. For information, call 460-7147.

County fair board to meet

The Thomas County Fair Board will meet at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Thomas County 4-H Building at the fair-
grounds. Iltems on the agendainclude the Extension Agents
reports, financial report, bills, committeereportsonthebuil d-
ingsand grounds, carnival, parade, demolition derby, races,
fair book and advertising.

Also on the agenda are the year-end audit and barbecue
bids. The meeting isopento the public.

Heartland Share sign up extended

Heartland Share sign-up extended until Thursday at the
State Farm Insurance Officein Colby at 905 E. 4th. Deliv-
ery will beat 10:30 am. on Jan. 24 at Sacred Heart School
gym. Therearethreewaysto sign up thismonth. For ques-
tions, call 460-3579 or 462-3733.
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