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For Better or Worse

HERE | 60 AGAIN, WITH THE

“PACK AND RUSH" DEPARTURE .
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Garfield = Jim Davis

HELP! 1 AM FRIGHTENED
OF THAT BIG STRONG CAT!

versal Pre

www.garfield.com
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® Lynn Johnston
T VOURE NOT SAYING MUCH.,
NEITHER ARE
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THE MoST PROFOUND
STATEMENTS ARE
OFTEN SAID IN SILENCE.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

Y we senT snerT
70 OBEDIENCE
SCHOOL, MOTHER !
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FINE! NOW HE OBEYS
MY EVERY COMMAND/
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&oop.! Now 175
TIME To SENP
THAT ONE ./

Blondie ® Chic Young

BUTIT'S AWFULLY
EXPENSIVE,
DAGWOOD

served

I'LL TAKE
THAT!

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights re

NO PROBLEM!
HER® CAN COVER
THETIP
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I NEEDP THE MONEY I

LENT ROCKY, BUT HE

SAYS HE DOESN'T
REMEMBER_IT

WELL, TRY TO
REFRESH HiS
MEMORY

[ T REMEMBER WHEN I WAS YOUNG IT

SEEMED LIKE MY DAD AND I TALKED
TWO COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES...
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IT WAS THIS BIG...GREEN
AND BLACK,WITH A PICTURE
OF THAT JACKSON GUY,,,

TED, THE Ll(%HTj

COMING FROM
CURRENT SLANG
WONT REACH YOU
FOR A THOUSAND

SO I JUST THOUGHT
IF I STARTED TO USE
SOME OF HILARY’S
SLANG, WE'D

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS -
SPORTS

155 W. 5th -«

WEATHER
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ONLY PROBLEM IS ¥ THAT COULD BE

NOwW I DON'T AN OBSTACLE
UNDERSTAND HALF TO BETTER
THE THINGS I'M DIALOGUE, YES.

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A CERTAIN DIVING
BIRD DISCOVERED AN APPLE, I GUESS THAT'D
BE FRUIT OF THE LOON.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals S

Girl learnscomfort from cat’ sdeath
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY:lamal2-year-
old girl. My grandfather passed
away.

Thenmy rabbitdied. Ontop of
that, my cat, “ Rocky,” wasdiag-
nosedwithcancer. It spreadtoall
parts of his body. After hearing
Rocky cry outinpainat 3am.,
my family and | madethe heart-
wrenching decisionto havehim
put to sleep. Wetook himto the
vet, where | stroked hisfur and
spoke softly to him ashe peace-
fully departed.

My parents stayed behind to
speak to the vet, but | couldn’t
stand seeing Rocky lying onthe
table, sol walked out tothewait-
ing room, still sobbing.

The only other person there
wasan elderly man with ablack
Lab. With aforeign accent he
asked what was wrong, and |
tearfully toldhimmy cat hadjust
been put to sleep.

He handed me a tissue and
said,“ Youmadetheright choice,
dear. You were very unselfish.
Just think how your pet would
have suffered had you not done
thisfor him.”

| askedif hehad ever put apet
to sleep, and he nodded. “Many
times,” he said. “Althoughitis
sad, | think of it asonelast act of
love.” | thought about hiswords
becausel had never thought of it
likethat.

“Here,” the man said, gestur-
ing to his dog, “ sometimes ani-
mals can comfort best.” | knelt
beside his dog, till crying, and
thefriendly Lab mademesmile
in spite of my sadness.

Thenmy parentscameout and
said it was time to go. | never
found out the man’s name, but
I’dliketo thank him for that act

Bridge
South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
NORTH
< 10
" ¥QJ983
€J543
&»Js5
WEST EAST
®©J9432 @ 86
YATS YK1062
®AK ¢ 107
1043 #9098 762
SOUTH
e AK7TS
¥4
Q9862
A KQ
The bidding:
South West North East
1e Pass 1V Pass
1a& Pass 2@ Pass
3 Pass 3e Pass
3 NT

Opening lead — three of spades.

A Switch in Time Saves

Nine

of kindness. I’ [| never forget how
hehel ped mewhen| washurting.
— MISSING ROCKY IN
MOUNT PROSPECT, ILL.

DEAR MISSING ROCKY:
Our guardian angels seem to
show up just when we need
them most. (I'll bet you didn’t
expect your stohavean accent
and acaninecompanion.) The
following may bring more
comfort toyou.

It’'sworth remembering.

ADOG’'SPRAYER
by Beth Norman Harris

Treat me kindly, my beloved
master, for no heart in all the
worldismoregrateful for kind-
ness than the loving heart of
mine.

Do not break my spiritwith a
stick, for though | should lick
your hand between the blows,
your patienceand under stand-
ing will more quickly teach me
the things you would have me
do.

Speak to me often, for your
voice is the world’s sweetest
music, asyou must know by the
fiercewagging of my tail when
your footstep falls upon my
waiting ear.

Whenitiscoldandwet, please
take meinside, for | amnow a
domesticatedanimal, nolonger
used to bitter elements. And |
ask no greater glory than the

privilege of sitting at your feet
beside the hearth. Though you
had no home, | would rather
follow you through ice and
snowthan rest upon the softest
pillow in the warmest homein
all theland, for you aremy god
and| amyour devoted wor ship-
per.

Keep my pan filledwith fresh
water, for although | shouldnot
reproach you wereitdry, | can-
nottell you when | suffer thirst.
Feed meclean food, that | may
stay well, toromp and play and
doyour bidding, towalk byyour
side, and stand ready, willing
and ableto protect you with my
life should your life bein dan-
ger.

And, beloved master, should
the great Master see fit to de-
prive me of my health or sight,
do not turn me away from you.
Rather hold me gently in your
armsasskilled handsgrant me
themerciful boon of eternal rest
—and | will leaveyou knowing
with thelast breath | drew, my
fate was ever safest in your
hands.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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“Sorry. This is people food,

and you’re not a people.”

L ong bidding sequencesmight get youto
theright contract, but they havethedisad- Crossword

vantage of drawing aroad map forthede- Across

fendersto exploit.

West had a difficult choice of opening

leads and sel ected aspade.

Thismight haveworked well if East had
held a couple of spade honors, but in the
actual situation, dummy’s ten won the

opening trick.

Declarer led adiamond to hisnine, los-
ing to the king, and West now had to find
theright play to defeat the contract.

Hesolvedtheproblemnesatly whenheled
the ace of hearts and continued with the
seven after East signaled with the six.

Declarer playedthequeenfromdummy,
and East contributed to the excellent de-
fense by following with the deuce.

South could do no better than lead an-

other diamond, whereupon West took the 24 polish

ace and returned a heart, and East scored
theK-10 of heartsto put thecontract down

one.

From West's viewpoint, once his open-
inglead provedineffective, hisonly chance 32 Mimic

wasto attack hearts.

Thebiddinghad marked declarer withel-
ther asingleton or void in hearts— Sout
had bidthreesuits— andaheart switchwas

therefore clearly indicated.

Therewas no hope of stopping the con-
tract unless East had four or five hearts

headed by the K -10.

East’sduck of dummy’squeen of hearts
wasbased ontheassumptionthat West had
to have another heart and a further entry

card aswell.

Eastwasinthesamepositionas\West, in-
sofar as judging South’s distribution was

concerned.

He likewise had to hope the cards were
divided asthey were, since otherwise the
contract could not be defeated.

37 Rope fiber 3 Scatter 24 Tarzan’s
1 Scoff 38 Also-ran extraordi- son
5 Potato — 40 Derek or naire 25 Exploit
9 Adipose Diddley 4 Aspirin’s 26 Lycan-
tissue 41 He loved purpose thropy
12 Model Juliet 5 Audis and instigator
Macpher- 43 Bamboo Fords 27 Collapse
son eaters 6 Coloration 29 Physicist
13 Ford or 47 Past 7 “— Georg
Lincoln 48 Flush Impos- Simon
14 “This beater sible” —
tastes 51 Showman 8 Riddle 30 Coxcomb
awfull” Ziegfeld 9 At maxi- 35“The
15 Super- 52 Vicinity mum Gold
formal- 53 Curb speed Bug”
wear 54 X rating? 10 Screen- writer
17 Main- 55 Endorse a writer 37 Fetes
lander’s check James 39 Parlor
memento 56 Bed- 11 Willowy pieces
18 Talents frame part 16 Actress 40 “Hum-
19 Actor De- Joanne bug!”
Generes DOWN 20 Sad 41 Missis-
21 Good 1 Comic 22 Dido sippi
(Pref.) Foxworthy 23 Lend a trans-
22 Ersatz 2 Hebrew surrepti- port
chocolate month tious hand 42 Give
the eye
27 Semi Solution time: 25 mins. to
compart- CIMIE] 43 Blueprint
ment ,CI ,\'A E 44 Burr-
28 Bowwow FIEIR Hamilton
31 Columbus A R battle
sch. S OWIS| 45 Tibet's
Y|S R|O|P
M| P S|K|Y place
33 Greek | HE 46 Faxed
letter BIE|HIE PIE| 49 Swiss
34 Shrill bark f_\ f fl E ot canton
h 36 11/11 TolviL xIs| 50 Journey
honoree Yesterday’s answer 1-15 segment
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