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Let’s just call this:
‘Thursday’s thunder’

Oxymoron isdefined as afigure of speech inwhich oppo-
siteor contradictory ideasor termsarecombined, such asthun-
deroussilence, sweet sorrow. A reader e-mailed thisone, which
topsall othersthat have crossed this desk:

“Oxymoron” — Removing the Ten Commandments from
the courthouse while making peoplein court swear totell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you
God ... whiletheir hand ison the Bible!

Isitjust usor doesit also sound to you, like in the case of
KobeBryant, thatitisn’t Mr. Bryant who’sontrial but thevic-
tim?

Carol Moseley Braun, one of the nine Democrats seeking
the office of president, is expected to drop out of therace to-
day. Her support wasnext to nothing, sheisdeeply indebt and
her only messagewassimply to removethe“Men Only” sign
fromtheWhiteHousedoor. Talk wasshewill endorseHoward
Dean’scandidacy.

Reportstoday are that front runner Mr. Deanisslippingin
lowaand Rep. Dick Gephardt isgaining ground. Reportsal so
say that Sen. John Kerry ismaking amoveand isstatistically
tied with Mr. Dean. And reports further say that Sen. John
Edwardsismaking arunand picked up apoint or two over the
past three days. If Kerry isin astatistical tiewith Dean, then
Dean can’t bethefront runner. If Gephardt isgaining ground,
onwhoishegaining?Andif Edwardspicked upapoint or two,
whereisheinthe polls? Here'swhat all those reports mean:
we' ve got abunch of confused people reporting.

The northeast part of the country is experiencing cold like
they haven't seen for years. We are trying to understand that.
Gosh, just aweek or so ago herein Colby, the morning low
was minus 11 (without figuring in thewind chill). That’s bit-
terly cold, but we don’t recall the networks putting reporters
on the ground out here. And speaking about reporters: if itis
asdangerously cold asthey tell usitis, why do some of them
stand in hurricane force windswith chillsminus 30 or lower,
with no head cover?(That minus11in Colby occurred on Jan.
6.)

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius gave her State of the State address
earlier thisweek. Not bad. Wewerepretty much satisfied with
most of what she proposed. Maybe she can hold the
legislature' sfeet to thefirethissession.

WeseewhereBarbaraWaltershasaninterview with another
superstar who isfacing amurder trial. A part of theinterview
with Jayson Williams was on the tube this morning, the rest
tonight. Why isit that thosewith namesget to statetheir cases
tomillionsof people, whileordinary John Q Publicgetsno such
break? How often in the past month or so has Michael Jack-
son and other family members controlled the airwavesin the
quest to convince theworld that Michael isjust aregular guy
with no problems?

—TomA. Dreiling, publisher
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Unbeknownst to me, my Aunt Dorothy has
been writing short stories based on information
she has gathered over the years about our fam-
ily.

Not only wasthat asurprisetome, but thenon
New Year’'s Day, my cousin, Greg, who livesin
M cPherson, calledtosay that al family members
were getting their own individual volume with
those storiesincluded.

Thereason for my aunt writing these stories,
compiling theminto 17 separate notebooksand
then mailing them off to other family members,
wastwofold. First shewanted to sharethese ad-
ventureswith her entirefamily and secondly she
ishoping that each of uswill contribute our own
storiesto the notebook.

Maybe there are alot of families already do-
ing something similar to this, but for my family
(hereinColby) it wasexcitingtoread about five
generationsor moreback whotraveled fromthe
east coast to Kansas. And had it not been for my
aunt’senthusiasm, thesestoriesmight havebeen
lost forever.

The notebook couldn’t have come at a better
timeeither. Itwill besomething| canreadfor the
next few weeksand then beginwriting storiesfor
othersto (hopefully) enjoy.

As | have mentioned before, | am a native
Kansan, but instead of being from northwest
Kansas, my family settled in the northeast part
of the state.

Yet beforethemajority of thefamily migrated
to Atchison and along the Missouri River, the
great-great grandparents first traveled from
Bangor, Maine to New Orleans following the
Atlantic coast to the Gulf of Mexico and paddle
boating up the Mississippi.

In my aunt’saccount of those days, my great-
great-great grandfather, Jeremiah and hiswife,
Mary Ann, first settled in Leavenworth. What |
found comical about thiswasthat in my aunt’s
writingsshesaid Jeremiah wasasked by thecity
fathers to take the job as the first sheriff of the
town.

Thereason it wasfunny was because my aunt
said JeremiahwasaM ethodi st minister and pro-
tested the thought of becoming a sheriff.

“How could | mix two careerslike that?’ he
told the board. “Anyway my gun skillswould
invite desperadoesto rob you bank.”

In response, the board members said they
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didn’t want agunman, but rather they wanted a
man peopl e could trust who was educated and
would givemoral fiber.

Unwittingly, thisancestor agreedtothejobas
sheriff and without realizing it, he had decided
to take the job in one of the most harassed and
bandit-ridden parts of the territory destined to
become“Bloody Kansas.”

Even though he kept the job as sheriff for
many years, theday camewhen hestepped down
and moved about 60 milesuptheMissouri River
to a new place that was eventually named
“Geary” inhonor of Union General JohnWhite
Geary.

In my aunt’s writings, she wrote about so
many adventures of family members from the
early 1800s and up.

Something | hadn’t thought about until read-
ing the pages of this notebook was the way
people planned vacations. In one of her stories,
shesaid her father had awayswantedtotakethe
family on ariver rafting trip to New Orleans
from Doniphan County ontheMissouri-Missis-
sippi Rivers. Theideawasto build araft when
thefamily wasn'’t farming andthen after harvest
tomakethejourney. Oncein New Orleans, my
aunt’sfather wanted to then sell theraft and re-
turnonasteamboat. Theonething | amnot sure
about after reading the story is whether or not
my great-grandfather ever madethetrip. | will
need Aunt Dorothy to clarify that part.

There's just one other story | would like to
mentionfromthebook.Accordingtoastory my
aunt retold that my father apparently remem-
bered wastheir grandfather going to market in
Atchison.

The trip to Atchison (and | assume from
Geary) took aday’s work by horse and buggy.
Once their grandfather arrived in Atchison, he
spokewith the man at the market about hiswa-
termel ons. Theman at themarket said hewould

gxg)odness for Aunt Dorothy

giveCollisRoundy (thegrandpa) fivecentseact
for the watermel ons, which Aunt Dorothy de
scribed asgrown in “therich, sandy soil of the
river bottoms.”

The story goes that their grandfather didn’
arguewiththeman, butinstead heparkedinfron
of that market, printed asign, “ Free Watermel-
ons,” and gaveevery oneof themaway. Thenex
time he came with aload of watermelons anc
fromthen on, the man at the market gave him
fair price.

As | mentioned earlier, this compilation of
storiesisaway of remembering all thosepeople
who camebefore. Although therearefunny ac:
countsof thefamily, thereare al somany storie
dealing with tragedy ranging from early death:
attributed to fever and pneumoniato devastat-
ing firesand more.

Thereare so many thingswetakefor grantec
today aswell. For example, inthoseearly, early
years, communicationwaspoor and most of the
newswastoldby river boat captains, etc. House
fireswere also common (at least in my family’
becauseinthosedaysthereweren't “fireproof”
materialsin constructing homes.

Even what attracted men was somewhat dif-
ferentinthosedays. For instance, womendidn’
want abeautiful, dark suntan likeall of uswan
today. Rather, women went out of their way tc
make sure their skin stayed extremely light by
using crushed cucumbers and sour cream.

That would begreat for mesincel amsolight-
skinned. Actually, it'sreally bad in the summel
when | try wearing shorts and my children jok:
ingly say, “ Wow, mom, better get thesungl asses
out so we don’t have to squint looking at those
legs!”

Asl continuetoread thesefamily stories, it’s
agreat feeling to know more about them and |
am so glad my aunt decided to get us started.

The only catch for the book is that when we
contribute our own personal stories, we need tc
sendthemtotheother 16 familiesonthelistanc
vice-versa.

Sofar | haven’tfoundtoo many storiesof pro:
crastination, somaybethere’ sagood chanceall
of uswill take penin hand and start writing.

Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her col-
umn appears on Thursdays. E-mail her a
pdecker @nwkansas.com.

The syndrome strikes

| amstrugglingwithasyndrome. Theempty-
nest syndrome has cometo our home. Asof Jan
5, 2004 for thefirst timein over 21 yearswe do
not have any children living at home. Thetime
was right for this to happen and there will be
many positive things come from this, but that
doesn’'t meanitiscoming easily for me, or my
youngest daughter.

Whenmy oldest left it wasgood for usall. In
fact our relationship hasgrown closer sinceshe
|eft. However, itwasharder for my husbandthan
itwasfor me. Thistimehowever, thetableshave
beenturned. My youngest hasalwaysbeenclose
tomesincetheday shewasborn. Shewouldn’t
even stay with her dad until shewas past ayear
old. Even through her teen-age yearswe had a
relatively good relationship and an interesting
way of communicating that many peopledon’t
understand. This has allowed us to express
thingsto each other without |osing our tempers
and keeping the channels of communications
open, for which | have been very thankful.

We knew thistime was coming, because op-
portunities herein Colby have been exhausted
andwehadtolook outinthat great bigworldto
find other opportunitiesfor educationand devel-
opment for thegirls. I liketheopportunitiesthat
both of them have to develop their talents and
interestsin other places, butitisstill hard when
you know itisaseven hour driveto seeoneand
it will bean eleven hour drive to seethe other.

When we go see our daughter who isin the
OklahomaState University Marching Band my
heart swellswhen | think, “ That ismy daughter
out there in the middle of that football field or
marching downthestreetinaparade.” Shemay
befromalittletowninnorthwest Kansasthat no
one knowsiseven on the map, but to me sheis
very special.

Therehaven't beenasmany opportunitiesyet
for my younger daughter to experience, but |
know they will be coming and my heart will
swell knowing shetooisso special inwhat she
isgettingtodo. For example, last summer while
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shewasonatriptoWashingtonD.C., | gaveher
acall one day and she said, “Mom, you will
never guess where | am? The top of the Wash-
ington Monument!” That wasso cool. Butitis
till sadtoknow that thingswill never beasthey
arenow. Where we have had aclosetime, en-
joying oneanother’scompany astwo adults, as
friends.

| am so glad for the time | had raising my
daughtersand | truly wouldn’ttradethoseyears
but once again a person can either change and
grow or die. | have watched various families
through the years that didn’t let their children
go, toexperiencetheworld; yes, it preventedthe
hurt of separation but therewas so much poten-
tial destroyed, as well, that it would never be
worth doing asfar as| am concerned.

| amdealingwiththisintheway | haveaways
dealtwithsituationssimilar tothis, prayingand
writing. Writing is something that | have done
ever sincel can remember. | can remember do-
ing it even before going to school even though
itwasjust scribbles, tomeitwasspecia. | ama
personthat thinksout loud, but when| canwrite
thingsdown it islike | am getting thoughts out
of my system, but if saved, hopefully thewords
can be used for encouragement, growth and
educationinsomeoneelse'slife. Theexpression
of words on paper is the overflowing of the
emotions, thoughts and feelings of my heart. It
ishel ping someone*“ feel and see” without apic-
ture.

| have been very involved in my children’s
lives, by being a stay-at-home mom, helping

start the private-school they attended, home
schooling them and then being very involvec
with the daily details of their lives while they
were in public school and community college.
Now that chapter inlifeisclosed and | am fac-
ingtheissueof, “what isthe next step for meas
aperson?’

| am still amom and alwayswill be, but that
isanevolvingprocess. | amstill awife, however
that relationship will also change since the dy-
namicsin our house have changed.

Thereisdtill lotsof timeinvolved, talking to
the girlslong-distance, thank goodnessfor un-
limited nightsand weekendson our cell phone,
instant messaging onthelnternet, sending them
carepackages, and goingto seethemasoftenas
atrip can be squeezed into our schedul es.

But thetimehascomeafter twenty-oneyears
of hiding behindthethought, “1 don’t havetime
toreally dowhat | want creatively or career wise
becausel’ mtoo busy withthegirls.” That can’t
be an excuse anymore. | must either put up or
shut up. | havetoget seriousand say, “ What i sit
that | want to do or be and what stepsdo | have
totaketodothat or becomethat person?’ Or will
| bea“Yeah, | could havedonethat kind of per-
son. But | never followed through to find out if
it wastrueor not.”

Dol havethedisciplineto bethebest writer |
can beor the best graphic artist | can be? What
can | doto develop al the parts of my life anc
continue to grow? That isthe scary part. It is
something | haveto do, but thankfully my hus-
bandisvery supportiveand hopefully therewill
be other people along theway that will bethere
to pave the way with encouragement and chal-
lenges.

So not only isJanuary 2004 the beginning of
anew year, but in our family it isthe beginning
of anew phaseinlife.

We turned the page on anew chapter.

Rosie Stockton of rural Colby is a frequent
contributor to thispage.



