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Brownies
take tour
Thursday

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

TheThomasCounty American
Red Cross blood drive at the
Colby Community Building
Wednesday exceededitsgoal for
donations.

Jackie Stephens, one of the
event’s coordinators, said the
goal was 130 units of blood but
there were more donations than
that.

“We had 147 productive units
of blood,” shesaid. “ Of that, there
were15first-timedonors. Wehad
170 people comein.”

There were several deferrals,
Stephenssaid, becauseif people
had low iron, a cold or were on
certain medications, they could
not give blood.

Also, some people didn’t fill
their donation bag but shesaid it
sometimes happens.

At the last blood drive, Ste-
phens said 148 people came in
and there were 136 productive
unitsof blood and only five new
donors.

She was happy with they ex-
ceeded the goal and picked up
some new donors.

“We had agood turnout,” Ste-
phens said. “We were happy
about that.”

The 15 new faces will add to
the donor pool the next time
there’s ablood drive. Stephens
was also pleased with the fact
there was such awide variety of

donors, ranging from college stu-
dentsto older citizens.
“That'salwaysgreat to get,” she
said.
Evelyn Mannebach of Colby
gavebloodforthesecondtimeat the

drive. Thefirsttimeshedecidedto
give blood was a spur of the mo-
ment decision. Mannebachsaidshe
was driving by once and saw the
sign and decided to donate.

There was one change imple-

mented at thedrive.

Stephens said donors must fur-
nish photo identification, like a
driver’slicense, before they can
donate. If they don’t havealicense,
two other forms if identification

must be furnished.

She said it’s to ensure the
safety and security of the blood
supply. There will be another
blood drivefrom8am.to2p.m
April 7 at Colby High School.

Ashleigh, Jessica and Tiffany look forward to camping

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Therecent holiday season might
have become a
sad memory for
one Colby wo-
manif notforthe
honesty anddili-
gence of city
employees who
didn’'t give up
the search for a
priceless heir-
loom — her
wedding rings.
Paige Gawith, who teaches 8th
grade English at Colby Middle
School, said it was “one of those
days’ back inearly December when
theringswerel ost having beenbusy
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Slight cool-off

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 20s. South
winds 5-15 mph, switching
westerly after midnight 5-10
mph. Friday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the 50s. Winds out of
the north 10-20 mph. Friday
night...Partly cloudy, lowsin
thelower 20s. Winds out of the
north 10-15 mph.
Satur day...partly cloudy early,
then clearing. Cooler. Highin
theupper 40s. Northwinds5-15
mph, with higher gusts.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 59

L ow thismorning, 23

Records for Jan. 15, 70 in
1943 and-15in 1979

Year ago today, 32 and 16

Month’s precipitation, 0.05

Month’ssnowfall, 1inch

2003 precipitation to date,
trace

Soil temperature, 34

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby.

with so many activitiesand family
obligationsthat day.

Among those activities, Gawith
said sheis the
Washington,
D.C. trip spon-
sor and asone of
the fund raising
events, her stu-
dents work the
concession
stand for basket-
ball gamesat the
Colby Commu-
nity Building.

After helpingthestudentsget set
up at the concession stand on that
Thursday, Dec. 4 evening, shesaid
she sat down to watch the high
school basketball game with the

Eaglesplaying Scott City.

Asshefinally hadtheopportunity
tocatch her breathfor what seemed
to bethefirst timethat day, she no-
ticed her diamond engagementring
and wedding band were not on her
finger.

Trying not to panic, Gawith said
she mentally backtracked where
shehad beenbeforesittingdownin
the stands.

“That night, | searched the com-
munity building, through the back
parking lot near the swimming
pool, and all over my house,” she
said. “Because it had been a busy
day, therings could have been just
about anywhere.”

Gawith said she even took out
each piece of trash one by one to

check thecan, buttonoavail. After
exhausting all possibilities, she
called Ryan Sturdy, recreation di-
rector, at the community building,
the Colby Police Department and
Colby City Hall.

The next morning, she said she
retraced her steps and for days
didn’t hear anything from city
sourcesfinding therings.

“l wassureit waslost for good,”
she said thisweek. Then just after
thenew year or about amonth|ater,
shegot acall from LaVonWagoner
with the public works department
saying they found a setting, but no
diamond.

Wagoner said oneof thecity em-
ployees, Robert Taylor, while tak-
ing down lights from one of the

electric polesbetweencity hall and
the community building, discov-
ered the engagement and wedding
ring welded together, but without
the diamond.

From there, he took the bands
back toWagoner whointurncalled
the community building and then
city hall tryingtofind outif anyone
had inquired about the lost rings.
Prior to meetingwith Gawith, Wag-
oner saidshearrived at thelocation
where the bands were found and
thought shewould ook around for
afew minutes. After rummaging
around, Wagoner said shesaw what
looked like prongs and to her sur-
prise she uncovered the diamond.

When Gawith said she arrived,
Wagoner was able to give her the

Allison and Hailey begin selling cookies

TOPEKA (AP) — Livestock
Commissioner George Teagarden
has proposed a state program for
tagging livestock so that diseased
animalscanbetracked moreeasily.

TheHouseAgriculture Commit-
tee agreed Wednesday to sponsor
Teagarden’s hill, which would re-
quirefarms, ranchesandfeedlotsto

= Briefly

register with the state and to place
identification tagson each animal.
The program would begin with
cattle.

Producer groups and state and
federal officials have been talking
about anational animal identifica-
tion system for about 18 months,
Teagardensaid. Thoseta ksbecame

more urgent after the nation’sfirst
case of mad cow disease was con-
firmed last month, he said.
Teagarden said government offi-
cialsand producer groupsenvision
giving al animalsear tagsthat can
be read by electronic monitorsin
ranches, feedlots and sale barns,
with information going into a cen-

tral U.S. Department of Agriculture
computer.

He said the state could start reg-
istering ranches and feedlots by
June, tracking cattle that move
acrossstatelinesby 2005and moni-
toring cattle' smovementinKansas
by 2006. Eventually, the system
will includeother livestock, hesaid.

Mishaela
has seven
brothers

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editol

It’sonly two daysaway fromthe
Wellness Fair and officialssaid all
thebooths, presentationsandrepre-
sentatives areready for fairgoers.

Thetimesfor thisyear’sfair are
from9am. to 1 p.m., Saturday, in
thestudent union of Colby Commu-
nity College. Therewill beanomi-
nal registrationfeeof $5, whichwill
include admissioninto thefair and
many of the health screenings and
educational locations, said Jeanene
Brown, onthepublicity committee.

“By registering for thefair,” she
said, “participants were also €li-
gibleinvariouslabscreeningtests.”

Those tests were drawn prior to
thefair andresultswill beavailable
on Saturday withhealthcareprovid-
ersexplaining theresults.

Talksontheselaboratory test re-
sults will be held at 9:30 am., 1C
am., 11:30a.m., and nooninroom
106 of the student union.

Another highlight at thisyear’s
fair,said Tracey King, alsowiththe
publicity committee, will be atalk
onosteoarthritispresented by Brac
Rea, PA-C from hays Orthopedic
Clinic. Thetalkisentitled, “Living
with Osteoarthritis,” and will be
heldat 10:30a.m., a soinroom 106.

Other areas of interest for fair
participants, which areincluded in
the $5 registration fee, are fitness
testingwithemphasisoncardiovas-
cular endurance, body fat analysis,
flexibility and blood pressure; oral
cancer screenings; skin cancer
screenings; prostate exams; uri-
nalysis; posture screening; video
otoscope; the children’s area with
many fun activities and photo (Vi-
sion) screeningfor young children.

Other opportunities for partici-
pants include the Lion’s Health
Screeningvanthat will beavailable
to Wellness fairgoers. The tests at
thevanincludehearing, vision anc
glaucoma screening, finger stick
blood sugar tests and blood pres-
sure.

Other screenings that will have
costs include the osteoporosis
screening for highrisk fairgoers at
$12; colorectal cancer screening at
$5 and tetanus vaccine at $15.

Inaddition, therewill alsobedis-
counted rates that participants can
sign up for the day of the fair anc
complete at later times. Those in-
clude amammogram for $50 anc
women'’shealthexams(pelvic, pap
smear and breast) for $20.

“Please take this opportunity to
visitmany of thehealth-rel ated edu-
cational booths,” King said. “We
hope everyonewill mark their cal-
endars now for this once a year
wellness opportunity.”

TheWelInessCommitteeismade
up of representatives from many
areaagencies and organi zations.

For information or questions
about the fair on Saturday, call
Brown at (785) 460-4850.

Ag profitability meeting set

The 2004 Ag Profitability Conference will be from 8:30
am.to3:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 5, at City Limitsin Colby.
Theevent beginswith registration at 8:30 a.m. followed by
apresentation on water issuesin western Kansas, breakout
sessions, lunch, apresentation onland valuesand cashrents.
Registration is due by Thursday, Jan. 29. For information,
contact the Thomas County Extension Office at 462-4582.

‘Great Strides’ meeting Sunday

The first meeting for the 2nd Annual Northwest Kansas
“Great Strides” walk-a-thon benefiting the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation will be held at 2 p.m., Sunday, at the home of
Dorisand Craig Reed. Anyoneinterestedingettinginvolved
should call Doris Reed at (785) 465-7907.

Amusement Association to meet

TheThomasCounty Amusement Associationwill meet at
7p.m., Monday, at the Thomas County Office Complex. With
only alittle over six months left until the 2004 Thomas
County Fair, association members need to continue prepa-
rations. Anyonewantingto offer assi stanceisencouragedto
attend the meeting.

Farming seminar this month
There will be a“Planning for Success Seminar,” Thurs-

day, Jan. 29 at City Limits Convention Center in Colby. The
event startswith registration at 9:30 a.m. followed by work-
shops starting at 9:50 a.m. Topics include profile of a suc-
cessful agoperation, financial challengesof beginningfarms,
|egal overview, risk management and marketing, tenant/land-
lord relationships, getting the most out of your banker and
services for beginning farmers. Pre-registration is due for
meal purposes on Jan. 20 to the Thomas County Extension
Officeat (785) 462-4582.

Childbirth classescontinue

Colby Childbirth Educationhasstartedit’sJanuary series.
Thelast two sessionswill be on Thursday, Jan. 22, and Jan.
29 from7-10 p.m. at Colby Community College. For ques-
tionsor enrollment, call Amy Hutfles at 460-4344.

Obedience school Tuesday

The Thomas County Trackers 4-H Dog Club will once
again be offering obedience training thiswinter and spring.
Although the orientation meeting was Tuesday, interested
persons can still attend next Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the 4-H
building. For questions, call (785) 460-3816.

Jaycees sponsoring ‘Coats for Kids’

The Colby Jaycees are hosting “ Coats for Kids” from 9-
11 am. Saturday at the Jaycee Center. Kids who have out-
grown acoat or kidsneeding acoat can comewith their par-

entsto pick out acoat or jacket donated by members of the
community.

Some adult coats are also available. The event is open to
the public. For information, call 460-7147.

County fair board meets tonight

TheThomasCounty Fair Boardwill meet at 8 p.m. tonight
at theThomasCounty 4-H Building at thefairgrounds. Items
on the agendainclude the Extension Agents reports, finan-
cial report, bills, committee reports on the buildings anc
grounds, carnival, parade, demolitionderby, races, fair book
and advertising.

Also on the agenda are the year-end audit and barbecue
bids. The meeting isopento the public.

Genesis annual meeting today

Genesis-Thomas County, Inc. will hold itsannual meet-
ingat 6 p.m., today, intheThomas County Office Complex,
350 S Range, Colby. The regular meeting will follow the
annual meeting. Persons interested in Genesis are encour-
aged to attend.

Workforce Center has new hours

The Colby Workforce Center (formerly the Job Service
Center) isnow operating under new hours: 8a.m.to5p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The center is located at 485 N.
Chick.
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