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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

| HoPE you WON'T MIND
IF | LEAVE YoU AND
RUN, HONEY.

| DON'T WANT 0 BE
LATE FOR WORK.

SURE, I'LL GET
A MAGAZINE

re Syndicate Inc.

YOUR MOM ToLD ME
YoU WERE. LEAVING
ON THE BUS THIS
MORNING, S0 | CAME.

| WANT US To STAY

FRIENDS, ELIZABETH! | To BE]
WE'VE KNOWN EACH

ngHara FOR 0O LONG

YOUR WIFE
15 JepLous

Garfield = Jim Davis

WHAT ARE £0U
POING IN THERE?

www.garfield.com

%M DAVES 116
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

NO
WE'RE TAKING
SNOW 5;/0 VELS

T you i
WAIT TILL

V" 24 come 7o
PLAY GOLF WITH

LUCKY EDDIE TS | sPRING € ITS
MORNING / BEEN SNOWING
ALL NigHT /

| KNOw,.
BUT AS LONG AS
SHE 15-WE HAVE |LEFT IS MENTAL
O CONSIDER

THE SAME THING
YOU ARE

WHOA! CHECK OUT ALL ) How Do PEOPLE GET THEM-
THE RAGS!"LOVE TRI-
QN@LE SHOCKER ;‘H“aLD
LAMES IGNITE ! "HIM
HER AND HIS WiFE " Thg), ELIZABETH? {

SELVES INTO THESE CRAZY
SITUATIONS 7/

AN'VEG "L THE]Y SECRET NopoD
BUS CcoMES, KNOWS”.... Y

SHE HAS NO REASON) 90, IF | CAN'T PHONE

OR WRITE OR SEND
E-MAIL - ALL THATS £

TELEPATHY/

DITTO THE
PIT®, PAL

PROBLEN —
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Blondie ® Chic Young

THAT'SNOT

AFREE LUNCH 4
JUST YESTERDAY | £

WHOOPS!LET'S
TAKE A PEEK
AT MY MASTERLIST
OF DELIS AND
RESTAURANTS...

f* AH, HERE'S THE
TROUBLE..I'M ACTUALLY
SUPPOSED TO BE OVER ON

JQA%CORMICK STREET

www.Blondie.com
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GROWF!

@FGEOwF,’

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

MY GROWF
15 WORSE

OwF.’

1 MEAN, TS THE COLOR
OF MHOGANY, BUTNOT
HARDAND cOLD LIKE

PIION, ¥R FACE
6 LIKE BRUSHED
MAHCGANY

res Syndicate
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WOOD YU KNONZ |

TS SOFT AND
SHCOTH AND
PLABLE..

LK THAT KN
T FoRMGON. | AN
s £
R DEECERT
TONTHE CONTER | AT 4R

HousE

(" TED, HALF THE REASON KIDS USE
SLANG IS SO THEIR PARENTS DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY'RE SAYING...

Cryptoquip

LUHCR RCI QAPGY'N

RQIORV LANR RIONI FIAFGI

HIR RA TI AO RCI TINR-

NRPINNIY GUNR?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I TRIED HELPING A
HYPOCHONDRIAC BY REASSURING HER THAT
LIFE IS NO BED OF NEUROSES.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals §

IT HELPS THEM FEEL
DISTINCT, SOMEONE
NOT JUST DEFINED
BY THEIR PARENTS.
SO WHEN WE USE
HILARY’S SLANG, IT'S
ALMOST LIKE WE'RE
INVADING HER
PERSONAL SPACE.

JUST THOUGHT

1 I THINK HER
THAT BY USING

WINCING WAS

SLANG SHE MORE OF A "DO
WOULD INVITE NOT TRESPASS!
ME IN. MESSAGE THAN

A SIGN OF
ACCEPTANCE.

\

A
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R PVBRVFV EIZE Z SLDEXCD

RHDAVSERXH SXLBM PV

BXXTVM LAXH ZD I

EQZFVBVQ'D SIVST.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MIGHT THE WORLD’S
TWENTY MOST TENSE PEOPLE GET TO BE ON
THE BEST-STRESSED LIST?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: § equals C

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Dander 2 Guaran- 24 Bellow
1 Answer, 36 Chaplain teed 25 Exemplar
on “Jeop- 37 Deceptive 3 Acute of
ardy!” 39 Some- 4 Iraklion thinness
4 Part of where resident 26 “— All
Addams’ out there 5 Big name That”
sig. 40 Prune in hosiery 27 Milne
8 Greek 41 Flip 6 Chowder- bruin
conso- over head 28 Science
nants 45 Dad 7 Kathar- magazine
12 Prefer 48 Fibbed ine’s 29 Cry’s
charges 50 Verve frequent partner
13 Grate 51 Cookbook co-star 32 Mysteri-
14 Competi- compiler 8 Diadem ous
tion Rombauer 9 — Solo 33 Future
15 Sham 52 Vast 10 Unfriendly pupa
17 Layered expanse 11 Driver’'s 35 Judge
mineral 53 Stare license Lance
18 Roman stupidly datum 36 Tibetan
council 54 One of 16 Western critters
19 Without the resort 38 —
further Mamas lake steak
ado 55 Wapiti 20 Bireme 39 Leonard
21 Possesses need Maltin’s
22 Fabri- DOWN 23 Sur- topic
cated 1 Venom- rounded 42 Differently
report ous vipers by 43 Money of
26 Dish’s Cambodia
mate Solution time: 25 mins. 44 Ship-
29 Yon lassie [J FIAIT building
30 “Ostenta- E E 2 T wood
tIOIL)J”S? = RE 45 Al ,
—7 B | Bundy’s
31 Baserun- [BluU[F o|o|F wife
ner’s goal [o]s]u r[H[0] 46 Miss.
32 Mean YIE[L EM|P neighbor
mongrel H% ARG 47 Man-
33 Actor alalo UTsTE handle
Neeson L To e n| 49 Feast-
34 Along TE[N LlalT famine
time Yesterday’s answer 1-16 link

2 10

ACROSS 44 Particular 5 Its 24 Woods’
1 “Garden 46 Incursion capital is org.
of Earthly 50 “The Teguci- 25 “You've
Delights” Naked galpa got mail”
painter and the 6 Thorn in letters
6 Gives a Dead” one’s side 26 Summer-
leg up author 7 Phan- time pest

12 Big shot 52 Show tom’s 28 Cup-

13 Parisian 54 Complete- bailiwick bearer
ruffian ly 8 Feedbag of the

14 Reach 55 Actor tidbit gods

15 Situated Timothy 9 “Dancing 30 Kinder-
below 56 Ready to in the garteners’

16 God of nod off Dark” break
thunder 57 Barkin or composer 31 Chang’s

17 Antelope’s Burstyn 10 Friend’s closest
playmate address relative

19 Infinitesi- DOWN 11 Withered 33 Female
mal 1 This and 12 Rabbit’s kangaroo

20 Ersatz that? hide- 34 Agt.

22 Emulating 2 Aware of away? 39 9-Down’s

24 Nonstick 3 Snow- 18 Vet lyricist
spray man’s 21 Six-pack, partner

27 Boast accessory perhaps 41 Rehearsal

29 Sea flier 4 O’'Hare 23 Floral 42 “Lucky

32 Voluntary loc. wear Jim”
helper i i i author

35 Addition-  Solution time: 27 mins. 43 Horace or
ally Herbie

36 Trig 45 Helen of
function —

37 “Births = 47 Stud fee
deaths” 48 Computer-
stat screen

38 Post-proof symbol
abbr. R 49 Lair

40 Sipowicz’s ! 51 Privy
org. E E 53 Actor

42— Darya Yesterday’s answer 1-17 Kilmer
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TWO PARTS
OF SPEECH.
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“Umm ... your voice and your mouth.”

Bridge
Two Double-Dummy
Problems

1. Spadesaretrumps, and it’syour lead with the
South hand. How would you make all thetricks?
NORTH [S]5 [H] K743 [D] K [C] K
WEST [S] — [H] 6 [D] Q53 [C] 94
EAST [S]— [H] Q10 [D] 1096 [C] Q3
SOUTH [S] Q [H] 5[D] AJ8[C] A10

Cash the diamond ace and lead the jack. If West
coverswiththequeen, ruff indummy, overtakethe
king of clubswith your ace and play the queen of
spades, placing East under severe pressure.

He cannot spare a heart, which would make
dummy’sheartsall tricks; he cannot sparethe dia-
mond ten, because you’ d then cash your eight,
squeezing him again; nor can he spare the club
gueen, becauseyou’ d cashyour ten, continuing the
remorsel ess squeeze.

If West ducks the diamond jack, you discard &
heart fromdummy, ruff thediamondeight, overtake
theking of clubsand play thequeen of spades, plac-
ing East once again in the same hopeless predica-
ment.

2. You areonlead with the South hand and, with
diamonds astrumps, must makefive of thelast six
tricks. How would you proceed?

NORTH [S] A2 [H] AQ6 [D] Q [C]—
WEST [S] KQ[H] 10 [D]— [C] K53
EAST [§] 3[H] KJ8 [D]— [C] AQ
SOUTH [S]4[H] 2 [D] K [C] 642

Play a spade to the ace and ruff a spade. East i<
forced to discard a club on this trick and, further-
more, must discardtheace. (If hediscardsthequeen,
you play thedeuceof clubsnext and discard aheart
from dummy, forcing East towin and return aheart
into dummy’sA-Q.)

Now leadthedeuceof clubs. If West followslow,
youdiscard aheart, compelling East towinthecluk
andreturnaheartintotheA-Q. If West instead goes
upwiththeking of clubsto prevent East frombeing
endplayed, you ruff indummy and returnthe six of
hearts. If East winstheheart, hemust yieldtwo heart
tricks to dummy; if West wins the heart, he must
yieldtwoclubtrickstoyou by leading fromthe5-3
into your 6-4!

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
® Q9732
R~
8532
A 762
WEST EAST
@®» 6 @®» K
YAI10 PKQIB654
*AKQ94 ®J106
K 10953 *Q
SOUTH
e A J10854
Y972
&7
784
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass 1@ 1& 2@
26 4 9 Pass Pass
4 & S 4 Pass Pass
S5 Pass Pass Dble
Opening lead — king of diamonds.
TheArt

of Card-Reading

Theability tocount out ahandisthegreatest single
assetindeclarer’shag of tricks. Countingisnot re-
ally difficult — you never have to go beyond the
number 13— but thefact isthat most players seem
tolook upon it as something beyond their reach.

Yet observehow easy itisinthishandwhere South
isinfive spadesdoubled.

You might not agree with the bidding, but that’s
theway it went.

Westled theking of diamondsand continued with
theace. Declarer ruffed and cashed theaceof spades,
fellingtheking. Inaternating order, hethentrumpec
three hearts in dummy and two diamonds in his
hand, ending in dummy after thelast heart ruff.

By thistime, dummy consisted of onetrump and
four clubs, while South had two trumps and three
clubs. Then camethe key play — alow club from
dummy.

East won with the queen and, having only hearts
left, wasforced to lead one.

Thispermitted Southto disposeof hisremaining
club loser asthe heart was ruffed in dummy, so he
made five spades doubled. Note, though, that if he
had|ed theaceand another clubat thecrucial point,
he would have gone down one.

Theparticular Southinthiscasewaswell-versed
intheart of counting.

Theplay tothispoint hadreveal edthat East started
with onespade, eight hearts (sinceWest had shown
outonthethird heart|ead) and threediamonds(since
East had shown out on the fourth lead of the suit).

With 12 of East’scardsaccounted for, it wascer-
tain that he had started with exactly one club. The
low club play wasmadeinthehopethat East’slone
clubwasthesingletonK, Qor 10,inwhichcaseone
defender or the other would have to commit hara-
kiri onthenext lead.
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“In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and ... of the Baker’s Man.”



