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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Two Double-Dummy
Problems

1. Spades are trumps, and it’s your lead with the
South hand. How would you make all the tricks?
NORTH   [S] 5    [H]  K 7 4 3   [D]  K   [C]  K
WEST       [S]  —  [H]  6   [D]  Q 5 3   [C]  9 4
EAST        [S] —   [H]  Q 10   [D]  10 9 6  [C]  Q 3
SOUTH    [S]  Q   [H]   5  [D]  A J 8  [C]  A 10

Cash the diamond ace and lead the jack. If West
covers with the queen, ruff in dummy, overtake the
king of clubs with your ace and play the queen of
spades, placing East under severe pressure.

He cannot spare a heart, which would make
dummy’s hearts all tricks; he cannot spare the dia-
mond ten, because you’d then cash your eight,
squeezing him again; nor can he spare the club
queen, because you’d cash your ten, continuing the
remorseless squeeze.

If West ducks the diamond jack, you discard a
heart from dummy, ruff the diamond eight, overtake
the king of clubs and play the queen of spades, plac-
ing East once again in the same hopeless predica-
ment.

* * *
2. You are on lead with the South hand and, with

diamonds as trumps, must make five of the last six
tricks. How would you proceed?
NORTH   [S]  A 2  [H]  A Q 6  [D]  Q   [C] —
WEST       [S]  K Q  [H]  10   [D] —    [C]  K 5 3
EAST        [S]  3  [H]  K J 8   [D] —  [C]  A Q
SOUTH    [S] 4  [H]  2  [D]  K  [C]  6 4 2

Play a spade to the ace and ruff a spade. East is
forced to discard a club on this trick and, further-
more, must discard the ace. (If he discards the queen,
you play the deuce of clubs next and discard a heart
from dummy, forcing East to win and return a heart
into dummy’s A-Q.)

Now lead the deuce of clubs. If West follows low,
you discard a heart, compelling East to win the club
and return a heart into the A-Q. If West instead goes
up with the king of clubs to prevent East from being
endplayed, you ruff in dummy and return the six of
hearts. If East wins the heart, he must yield two heart
tricks to dummy; if West wins the heart, he must
yield two club tricks to you by leading from the 5-3
into your 6-4!

The Art
of Card-Reading

The ability to count out a hand is the greatest single
asset in declarer’s bag of tricks. Counting is not re-
ally difficult — you never have to go beyond the
number 13 — but the fact is that most players seem
to look upon it as something beyond their reach.

Yet observe how easy it is in this hand where South
is in five spades doubled.

You might not agree with the bidding, but that’s
the way it went.

West led the king of diamonds and continued with
the ace. Declarer ruffed and cashed the ace of spades,
felling the king. In alternating order, he then trumped
three hearts in dummy and two diamonds in his
hand, ending in dummy after the last heart ruff.

By this time, dummy consisted of one trump and
four clubs, while South had two trumps and three
clubs. Then came the key play — a low club from
dummy.

East won with the queen and, having only hearts
left, was forced to lead one.

This permitted South to dispose of his remaining
club loser as the heart was ruffed in dummy, so he
made five spades doubled. Note, though, that if he
had led the ace and another club at the crucial point,
he would have gone down one.

The particular South in this case was well-versed
in the art of counting.

The play to this point had revealed that East started
with one spade, eight hearts (since West had shown
out on the third heart lead) and three diamonds (since
East had shown out on the fourth lead of the suit).

With 12 of East’s cards accounted for, it was cer-
tain that he had started with exactly one club. The
low club play was made in the hope that East’s lone
club was the singleton K, Q or 10, in which case one
defender or the other would have to commit hara-
kiri on the next lead.
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