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Charter school approval could happen Monday

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
TheColby Board of Educationwill con-
sider approving the petition to establish a
charter school at itsregular meeting start-
ing at 7 p.m., Monday, in the board room
of the administration building. A public
hearing was held on the proposed charter
school earlier thisweek to gaininput from
the public.
Asforthecosts, salaries, materials, tele-
phones, equipment, technical support,

computer hardware and software, along
with other miscellaneousitems, would to-
tal $175,000, based onan enrollment of 30
students. In the event the board approves
the charter school proposal, operations
could begin as soon asAugust of 2005.
Should the board approve establishing
the charter school, the staff would include
at |east oneteacher qualified for the grade
levels/content areas being taught and at
|east onepara-educator, accordingtoinfor-
mation provided at the public hearing.

The proposed charter school would
model aneffectivelearningcommunity for
students based on an achievement-based
system.

Officiasat the public meeting also said
that students at the charter school would
meet thelocal academic requirementsand
statestandards. Themethod of delivery and
student involvement woul d be fundamen-
tally different in this performance-based
approach tolearning.

Among the instructional methods, stu-

dentswouldbegiventhefreedom, support,
and guidance to explore, interact, create,
communicate, question andthink indepen-
dently asthey construct their own knowl-
edgeand becomeengagedintheirlearning
process, said Robb Ross, oneof theadmin-
istrative staff involved in the proposal.

In other school board business:

* The board will hear reportsfrom prin-
cipals, curriculumdirector and superinten-
dent.

* Discussionwill continueonthevoca-

tional agriculture and woods programs.

* Further discussion on track resurfac-
ingisalso on Monday’s agenda.

* Emergency substitutelicenserequests,
coordinating council courserecommendar
tionsand disposal of school property areall
action items under new business.

 Theboard could alsobediscussing any
resignations, employment recommenda-
tions or supplemental contracts.

For questions or to receive a board
packet, call 460-5000.

Register
of Deeds
named

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Thomas County’snew regis-
ter of deedsisafamiliar face.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliussigned
aletter last week making May-
belleMoorethecounty’ sregister
of deeds.

Moore was the deputy in the
office under Denny Burke, who
retired in November, 2003 and
wasappointed astheinterimreg-
ister of deeds until the county’s
Republican Party could make a
recommendationtothegovernor.

Moore said she's “definitely”
happy to be the new register of
deeds.

She started her county career
at the courthouse in 1982 work-
ing part-time microfilming
school records and became the
deputy inthe county appraiser’s
officein 1984.

Moore said she spent 18 years
inthat position beforebecoming
deputy inthedeedsofficein2001
under Burke.

Her own deputy is Lora Volk
whohas19yearsof experiencein
the county treasurer’s office.

ItwasM oore' sgoal toget back
to working at the deeds office.
She said she enjoys the history
involved with thework.

“It'sfull of history and theold
records,” Mooresaid, addingthat
despite her appreciation for the

Former governor
to speak In Oberlin
on natural resources

Thomas County Register of Deeds Maybelle Moore (standing) and deputy Lora Volk went over

records Friday morning at the courthouse.

oldwaysof doingthings, shemeans
to upgradetheway thingsaredone
intheoffice.

She plans on getting everything
on computer becauseeverythingis

currently handwritten.

Moore only wantsto get abasic
programto help modernizethepro-
cessof keepingtrack of everything.

If Moorewantsto continueinthe

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

office after November, she will
havetorunforthepositioninthe
upcoming election.

She says she plans to do just
that.

Fair board

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
The Thomas County fair board
elected its 2004 officers at their

Former Gov. MikeHayden, who
now serves as
the secretary of
the Kansas De-
partment  of
Wildlife and
Parks, will bein
Oberlinat 7p.m.
Tuesday at The
Gateway for a
meetingwiththe
public.

A statement
issued | ast week saidthat Secretary
Hayden plans to speak on issues
affecting the natural resources, in-
cluding water rights, hunting and
fishing.

A planfor the state to buy water
rightsandkeepthelevel of Norton's
Sebelius Reservoir up for fishing
and hunting will be on the agenda.

The evening will begin with a
dinner sponsored by the Oberlin
Rotary Club.

The cost of themeal is$10, and
reservations would be appreciated
by Friday. Call Glenva Nichals,
Decatur County Chamber of Com-
merce manger, at 475-3441 or
Connie Grafel, Gateway and eco-
nomic development marketing di-
rector, at 475-2400.

Secretary Hayden, raised near
Atwood, served as the speaker of
the Kansas House of Representa-
tivesfrom1983t01987 andthenas
the 41st governor from 1987 to
1991.

Mike Hayden

He later served as the assistant
secretary of the interior for fish,
wildlifeand parksand wasal obby-
ist for wildlife issues in Washing-
ton.

In January 2002, Gov. Bill
Graves appointed him as secretary
of theKansas Department of Wil d-
lifeand Parks.

HealsoservesonthePew Oceans
Commission, whichisanindepen-
dent group of American leaders
working on policiesto restore and
protect living marine resources in
U.S. waters.

Asthe chair of a state sub-cabi-
net on natural resourcesmade up of
heads of the Kansas Department of
Agriculture, Kansas Water Office
and Department of Wildlife anc
Parks, Secretary Hayden will et
people know about some state
projects and issues. Some of those
include the state’s plan to buy the
Circle K Ranch on the Arkansas
River for itswater rights, negotia-
tions with the Almena irrigation
district for water rightsin Sebelius
Reservoir near Norton, and the
governor’sbudget commentsinthe
State of the State address.

Doug Sebdlius, whoistheNorton
County attorney and a brother-in-
law of the governor, will join Sec-
retary Hayden for the event. Mr.
Sebeliusis amember of the Kan-
sas Wildlife and Parks Commis-
sion, which advisesthe secretary.

Everyoneiswelcometo attend.

elects officers: discusses barbecue contract

meeting Thursday night.
Board member Stan Strange re-
places last year's president Mark

You're getting good reviews on the
fair and you can all be proud of that. The
fair board needs to be applauded for their

Breezy, cooler

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea
Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lowsaround30. Northwinds15
to 20 mph. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. Breezy. Cooler. Highsin
the mid 40s. North winds 15 to

25 mph. Saturday
night...Mostly clear. Lowsin
thelower 20s. Northwinds5to
15mph. Sunday...Partly cloudy.
Highsinthemid40s. Northwest
winds 5 to 10 mph. Sunday
nightandMartin Luther King
Jr Day...Partly cloudy. Highsin
the mid 40s. Lows around 20.
M onday night and
Tuesday...Mostly cloudy. Lows
in the lower 20s and highs
around 40.

Thenumbers

Thursday’s high, 62

Low thismorning, 29

Records for Jan. 16, 72 in
1894 and -15in 1930

Year ago today, 33 and 10

Month’s precipitation, 0.05

Month’s snowfall, 1 inch

2003 precipitation to date,
trace

Soil temperature, 34

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast updated throughout theday
isavailableby calling (785) 899-
7119. Current temperatures are
availableby caling460-TEMP.

Miller and Mark Anderson was se-
lectedfor another termasvicepresi-
dent.

County Commissioners Ron
Evans, Glen Kersenbrock and
Duane Dawes were at the meeting
becauseit wasthefair board'sfirst
meeting of theyear.

Evanssaidthecommissionersare
pleased with the board’s work.
“You' regettinggoodreviewsonthe

efforts.”

Ron Evans,

Thomas County Commissioner

fair and you can all be proud of
that,” hesaid.“ Thefair board needs
to be applauded for their efforts.”
The fair barbecue and work on
the barns at the fairgrounds were

also onthe agenda.

Theboard discussed thebarbecue
briefly. Dan Carmen of theGemL.i-
onsClubwasthereand|ettheboard
know theclubwantedtoknow more

about what the barbecue entails.

Strange read a letter from the
McDonald Lions Club expressing
their interest in doing the barbecue
againthisyear.

Board member Audrey Hines
said those are the only two groups
that have shown an interest in pre-
paringthemeat and servingthefood
for the event.

Nancy Rundel, board member,
suggested having atastetest of the
barbecuerecipesbeforeselectinga
group.

Hines said the board would like
to hear from any club or organiza-
tion interested in helping with the
barbecue. The board will decide at

its March meeting who will bein
charge of theevent.

Anyone interested can contact
Darrel Dibleat (785) 687-4861.

The board also talked about the
work beingdoneonthesheep, horse
and beef barns at the fair grounds.
Siding is being put on the barns,
along with new doors.

Strange said the work on the
sheep barn is progressing well anc
some concrete has been removec
and will also need to be removeg
from the other barns and new con-
crete poured.

Theboardisgoing to check with
thecounty and seeif itissomething

they will pay for.
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Wellness Fair is Saturday

The 2004 Community Wellness Fair will beginat 9am.,
Saturday, inthe student union of Colby Community College
and conclude at 1 p.m. Registration fee is $5 and includes
admissionto thefair and many of the health screeningsand
educational booths. Children will be admitted free when
accompanied by aregistered adult. “ Livingwith Osteoarthri-
tis” will be presented at 10:30 a.m. inroom 106 and labora-
tory results will be given at 9:30 am., 10 am., 11:30 a.m.
and noon. Other screeningsthat areincludedinthe$5regis-
tration fee arefitnesstesting, oral cancer, skin cancer, pros-
tateexam, urinalysis, posture, video otoscopeand many fun
activitiesfor children. Everyoneisinvited and encouraged
to attend thefair for ahealthier start in 2004.

‘Great Strides’ meeting Sunday

The first meeting for the 2nd Annual Northwest Kansas
“Great Strides” walk-a-thon benefiting the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation will be held at 2 p.m., Sunday, at the home of
Dorisand Craig Reed. Anyoneinterestedingettinginvol ved
should call DorisReed at (785) 465-7907.

Video concert Sunday

Another Gaither Homecoming Video Concertwill beheld
on Sunday beginningat 6 p.m. at the Col by Wesleyan Church.
Theconcert, “Singin’ inmy Soul,” will beshownonthebig

screen television. Organizersencourage everyoneto attend
and “enjoy the great gospel music and refreshments.” For
questions, call 443-1994.

College board to meet

TheColby Community Collegeboard of trusteeswill hold
itsregular meeting at 5 p.m., Tuesday. Items on the agenda
include contract clarification, sealed bids for sale of auto,
approval of amendments and complianceto cafeteriaplan,
approval of contracts, approval of agreements, president’s
evaluation, payment of claimsand negotiations.

Promotion meeting planned

Thenext Colby Business Promotion meeting will beheld
at 7:30a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 27, inthe basement of Sunflower
Bank, 500 N. Franklin. Thepromotionmeetingisopentoall
businessesin Colby and everyoneis encouraged to attend.
Thismonth one of the highlightswill bea*“ giveaway.” The
purpose of the promotion meetings are to keep al Colby
businessesinfront of theconsumer and to bring out-of-town
business here.

Benefit, open house planned

Therewill be abenefit barbecue and open house on Sun-
day, Jan. 25, from 11 am. to 3 p.m. at Heartland Christian
School, 1995 W. 4th in Colby. In addition to the barbecue,

which will feature barbecued meat, baked potatoes, corn,
rolls, salad and dessert bar, an auction will be held. Auction
itemsinclude handmade quilts, bed and breakfast package
and more. Everyoneisinvited to attend.

Ag profitability meeting set

The 2004 Ag Profitability Conference will be from 8:30
am.to3:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 5, in Colby. The event be-
ginswith registration at 8:30 a.m. followed by a presenta-
tion on water issuesin western Kansas, breakout sessions,
[unch, a presentation on land values and cash rents. Regis-
trationisdue by Thursday, Jan. 29. Call, 462-4582.

Amusement Association to meet

TheThomas County Amusement Associationwill meet at
7p.m., Monday, at the Thomas County Office Complex. With
only alittle over six months left until the 2004 Thomas
County Fair, association members need to continue prepa-
rations. Anyonewantingto offer assi stanceisencouragedto
attend the meeting.

Obedience school Tuesday

The Thomas County Trackers 4-H Dog Club will once
again be offering obediencetraining thiswinter and spring.
Although the orientation meeting was Tuesday, interested
persons can still attend next Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the 4-H
building. For questions, call (785) 460-3816.
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