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President to use State of Union
to revive federal tax proposals

By SCOTT LINDLAW
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bushwill usethisweek’sState
of theUnionaddresstotry torevive
a proposal that would allow
younger workerstoinvest aportion
of their Social Security taxesinthe
stock market, aides say.

His election-year agenda also
calsfor pressing Congresstomake
already-enacted tax cuts perma-
nent, such asthe elimination of in-
heritances taxes and reductionsin
capital gainstaxes.

Bush is considering whether to
renew his push for a new kind of
tax-preferred savingsaccountsthat
could be used for retirement, col-
lege, health care or other purposes.

Bushwill addressthenationina
tel evised speech beforeajoint ses-
sion of Congress at 9 p.m. EST
Tuesday, three yearsto the day af -
ter his inauguration and one day
after the lowa presidential cau-
CUSES.

Approachingabattlefor re-elec-
tion, Bush is expected to highlight
economic growth and successesin
the fight against terrorism, most
notably thecaptureof deposed Iragi
President Saddam Hussein.

It will be astay-the-course mes-
sageat atimewhenhisDemocratic
rivals are urging a change at the
White House.

“He needs to make the case as
best hecanthat peoplearebetter off
and moresecurethanthey werefour
yearsago, and that maintaining the
statusquoisthebetter courseforthe
nation,” said Phil Trounstine, the
director of the Survey and Policy
Researchnstituteat San Jose State
University.

“Hehastobepolitical but deft. It
can’'t soundlikeapolitical speech,”
said Trounstine, aformer commu-
nicationsdirector for ex-Gov. Gray
Davisof California.

“He's got to sound like heisa
statesman and the leader of the na-
tion, not apolitician and theleader
of hisparty.”

The partisan atmosphere of the
campaign year may diminish the
chances of major action on Bush's
initiatives, someof which havelan-
guished for years.
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He needs to make the case as best
he can that people are better off and more
securethan they were four years ago, and
that maintaining the status quo is the bet-
ter course for the nation.”

Phil Trounstine

director of the Survey and Policy
Research Institute at San Jose State

But theadministration hopesthat
last year’s approval of sweeping
changesin Medicare and the addi-
tion of a prescription drug benefit
will clear the way for action on
Bush's proposal to partialy priva-
tize Social Security.

As a candidate, Bush said he
would shore up future funding for
Socia Security by giving workers
the option of staying in the current
retirement system or investing a
portion of their Social Security
taxesin individual retirement ac-
counts.

Workers who chose to invest
would receiveasmaller Social Se-
curity benefit when they retire,
which would be supplemented by
earningsfrom their investment ac-
counts.

Bushalsoisconsideringwhether
to renew hispush for lifetime sav-
ingsaccountsthat could beusedfor
any purpose, with tax-free with-
drawals, andfor retirement savings
accountsinwhich money could not
be withdrawn tax-free until the
accounthol der reached aset age.

Asoriginally proposed |ast year,
contributionstotheaccountswould
not be tax-deductible. Yearly con-
tributionswouldlikely becapped at
$7,500.

Bush hasalready announced two
large-scale proposals this month,
rather than savingthemfor the State
of the Union address.

On Jan. 7, he asked Congressto
grant legal statusto millionsof un-
documented workersinthe United
States.

A week later, he said hewantsto
establish along-term presence on
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Beauty Salon
Introduces 2 Stylists’

Michelle Fabrizius

10 years experience

AND

Stacie Page

All Services Available with both qirls:

Total Hair Care » Waxing ¢ Facials
Nails - Manicures - Pedicures
Walk-in’s Welcome - Open Tues - Sat.

20% off Retail Products

Call for appointments « 462-6001
160 W. 3rd, Colby

paSTRACK

GEYD: cos v RN

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

State of Kansas High School Diploma
Available for Adults Age 18 and Over!

WHAT: FASTRACK G.E.D. Program

WHERE: H.F Davis Library Lower Level
CCC campus

WHEN: Tuesday & Wednesday
7:00-10:00 p.m.

( Classes begin February 3 and finish March 24, 2004)

Instruction in Math, Language Arts, Science,
Social Studies, Writing and Test-taking Skills.

For more information or to enroll contact
Nance Munderloh or Joyce Washburn
at (785) 462-4663.

There is no charge for this program!

themoon to serve asaspringboard
for ventures deeper into the solar
system.

Rolling out those big initiatives
ahead of the State of theUnion gar-
nered Bush several days of public
attention, rather than one or two if
he had saved them for Tuesday,
Trounstine said.

Inthe State of the Union speech,
Bushislikely toforcefully defend
the immigration initiative against
criticism from conservatives and
fromliberalsalike, oneadministra-
tion official said.

Other official ssaidthey expected
Bushtorenew hiscall on Congress
to make histax cuts permanent.

Some of thereductionsBush en-
acted, such asthe estate tax, phase
out during this decade but come
back in2011.

One conservative activist who
talkstoWhiteHouseofficialsoften
said Bushis under pressureto call
for a constitutional amendment
banning same-sex marriage.

But Bushisunlikely towadeinto
such apolarizing issue at the start-
ing gateof anelectionyear, thecon-
servative activist said.

Ken Khachigian, who wrote
speechesfor PresidentsReaganand
Nixon, said Bush needs to defend
hispolicieswhile“layingout afew
new things to spice up the policy
agenda so that he's not just sitting
back.”

“Without stooping to the same
shouting you're getting on the
Democraticside, giveavery presi-
dential responseto thecriticisms,”
Khachigian said he would advise
Bush.

Solving crimes

studied the unit.

Kansas Bureau of Investigation Special Agent Mark Kendrick showed students in Sue Nielsen’s
extended learning program at Colby Middle School how fingerprints are lifted from a crime scene
during alesson Thursday afternoon. Nielsen said the students will spend about two weeks learning
about forensic science, including everything from fingerprinting to odontology (the study of bite
marks). The students will also solve a crime. Nielsen said this is the second year students have
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LAWRENCE (AP)—TheLaw-
rencecity commissionwill discuss
ways to slow the proliferation of
downtown businessesthat sell al co-
hol, saying the growth of drinking
establishments is changing the
character of thearea.

“1 think once you get a certain
concentrationof drinkingestablish-
ments, anareabecomeslikeAggie-

ville in Manhattan or Westport in
KansasCity,” Commissioner Boog
Highberger said.

Commissioners will discuss the
issue Tuesday. In 1994, the com-
mission tried to limit businesses
that sold only alcohol by requiring
new drinking establishment licens-
ees downtown to make 55 percent
of theirincomefromfood sales. But

_awmakers to discuss alcohol in Lawrence

therequirement didn’t apply to the
29drinking establishmentsexisting
at thetime.

Thefood salesrulemakesit easy
to qualify for drinking establish-
ment licenses. Aside from the
“grandfathered” bars, officialssay,
there are 15 downtown businesses
that havedrinking licenses— mak-
ing atotal of 44.

Words cannot express
our appreciation for the
kindness you expressed to
us during Mom's short illness
and at the time of her death.
We THANK YOU for the
donations to the memorial,
masses, food, flowers,
prayers and the many cards
of concern. A special thank
you to Father George
Kochuvelikkakam and Father
Roger Meitl, for the beauti-
ful funeral service, the or-
ganist Betty Schieferecke
and soloist, Ken Lang for the
beautiful music. The Alter
Society for the meal they
served to our guests after
the service and to Rick,
Dori and Derek of Pauls Fu-
neral Home for their ser-
vices and concern.

Thank you to Dr. LaDonna
Regier and staff of Colby
Medical Surgical Center for
their care and concern for
our Mother. Thank you to the
Hospice Staff of Phillipsburg
for their expertise, care and
concern for all of us.

Your generosity over-
flowed and our hearts were
deeply touched by all of
you. Mom’s life is our legacy,
her love was her gift and
our memeories of her are
the comfort we'll keep in our
hearts forever.

May God Bless Each of You.

The Etta Marie
Sulzman Family

Wayne, Deanna, Carrie &
Brian Sulzman

Kelvin & Vicky Sulzman

Rhonda & Adam Sabatka

Loran Sulzman

Randy Sulzman

Dana, Justin, Bailey &
Brittany Foss

Stacy, Brian & Ainsley Wolf

Kayla & Bruce Weigel

GIVEBLOOD. ¢ 0
SHARE LIFE! *x

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-
888-719-8929 or in the

+

American Red Cross
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Earn $10
Open a new FREE
Checking Account
Earn $10
Apply for a Sunflower
Bank credit card e o e o
Earn $10 Earn $10
For each signed agreement When you bring your current bank
for automatic deposit or checking statement with you for
payment from your account™  easy transfer
Earn $10 Earn $10
Enroll for SunNet™ Apply for a Sunflower Bank debit card
Online Banking
with FREE Online Bill Pay

* This is a limited time offer for new households only. Must maintain accounts for six months.
One checking account per household. $100 minimum deposit to open account.
** Limited to 5 ACH debits or credits from your account.
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When you Switch during January
or February 2004, you can
designate a participating
school to receive a
matching check!
|

We’ll make it
worth your time!
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Colby 785-462-3313

1-888-827-5564
www.sunflowerbank.com

Salina 785-827-5564 e McPherson 620-241-1220
Colby 785-462-3313 ¢ (shorne 785-346-2044
Dodge City 620-225-0585 e Russell 785-483-6322
Ellinwood 620-564-2010 e Victoria 785-735-2201
Great Bend 620-792-2181 o  Wichita 316-685-5441
Hays 785-625-8888
Junction City 785-238-3177
Lawrence 785-312-7274 o
Manhattan 785-537-0550 e

Cafion City 719-275-2311
South Fork 719-873-5608
Monte Vista 719-852-5901




