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concerns aired

Tothe Colby Free Press:
Thisis astatement | read at the Colby school board
meeting on Monday, Jan. 19:

Superintendent Mr. Kirk Nielsen, you must be very
proud thisevening that you have provento the patrons of
U.S.D. 315 that you get what you want.

Inspit of asuccessful petitionand successful court cases
tostopyour renewal of the Capital Outlay Fundandanew
administration building, you did thefollowing:

1. Spent the balance of the old capital fund of
$180,000.00, plusor minus.

2.Inspiteof thelegal District Court challenge, youtaxed
the patrons illegally the following year for another
$180,000.00, plusor minus. Threecitizens protested the
tax and got their money back.

3. You got the board to add the Baby L.O.B. (Local
Option Budget) after the citizens of the district had pre-
viously voted out theregular one.

4. There’'sno way to prove how much the children and
teachershave sacrificedin suppliesand salaries because
of transfersto Capital Outlay Funds from the general
(fund).

5. In spite of the above facts you were still vindictive
enough that you had a private restroom for your office.
(Thisisinreferencetohisprivaterestroominthenew ad-
ministration building.)

Mr. Nielsen, what wastheextracost and will the board
members get to usethisprivatetoilet?

Lloyd E. Theimer
Colby
(Letter #3)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org

CoLBY FREE PRESs

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920)

Colby, Kan. 67701
freepress@nwkansas.com
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

Tom A. Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com

Tisha Cox - General Assignment

ADVERTISING _
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Representative
crystalr@nwkansas.com

Shelby Moses - Advertising Representative
smoses@nwkansas.com
BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
Danielle Silsbee - Bookkeeping & Ad Building
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, \Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes
Publishing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. t0 5:30 p.m. Monday
to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use
for publication of all news credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press
Association, Inland Press Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months $32, 8 months $47, 12
months $64. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan,
Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties: 4 months
$44, 8 months $56, 12 months $72 . Other Kansas counties and surrounding states: 4
months $51, 8 months $61, 12 months $75. All other states, $75, 12 months.

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

(785) 462-3963

- )
A . ?Pﬁﬁhﬁ;zﬁ£5&4
’fﬁ??’f? ¥l SR WS ot

They can keep their ‘gift’

READER'’ SDigest sent me a 2004 desk cal-
endar and appointment book as athank-you for
being a subscriber. Nice looking. Functional.
Peppered with cartoons and other light stuff.
When | got to the back cover, however, | got an-
gry,unChristian-likeangry. It proclaimsPrinted
in Argentina. Well, enough for this all-Ameri-
can publication. | wonder how many printing
jobsin Americawere sacrificed at the expense
of havingthis*“ gift” printed acrossthepond. It's
sinful the number of companiesabandoning the
American job market for cheap hire elsewhere
onthe planet. (Maybe our goal to put people on
theMoon and Marsisnothing morethan ashop-
pingtrip to seek even cheaper help.) More com-
paniesthanweareawareof aresendingtheir jobs
overseas. The*Madein America’ tagisgetting
to be nothing more than a collector’s item, and
thosewho cando somethingaboutitaren’t. They
aretalking thetalk and that’sall.

I think if wecouldrestorethosejobsthat have
been moved from American soil to foreign
ground, and stop the ongoing outflow, we
wouldn’t needtax cutsto stimul atetheeconomy.
Thoserestored jobswould do thetrick.

It's enough to make you want to throw up.

WELL, lowacannow get back tonormal. The
caucuses are over. Now al those politiciansare
in New Hampshirefor that state’sprimary elec-
tionnext Tuesday. And of coursethey will tell the
world how much they “love” New Hampshire
much like they told the world how much they
“loved” lowa. But they could hardly wait to get
out of the gate when thelast of the caucusesre-
ported in Monday night.

lowaprovided somesurprises. Or maybethey
weren’'t. Maybe the pollsters were pulling
everybody’sleg— even mineas| depended on
those polls to provide me with some insight.
They, the pollsters, had former Vermont Gover-
nor Howard Dean asthefront runner, astheman
whowouldwininlowaandtakehisfortunesand
supporterstothenext stepin hisquest towinthe

Tom Dreiling

® My
Turn

White Housein thefall. Dean, however, came
inadismal third with 18 percent of the caucus
vote. Sen. John Kerry wasfirst with 38 percent
and Sen. John Edwardswassecondwith 32 per-
cent. Neither of those two were expected to
make much of ashowinginlowa.

Rep. Dick Gephardtwashardly visibleonthe
radar screen after the caucuses were over, and
the pollsters were telling us all along that he
would probably give Dean thetoughest runfor
hismoney. Didn’t happen. Gephardt is out and
Dean, who got aticket to New Hampshire' spri-
mary by virtue of getting at least a 15 percent
showing in lowa, claims he was a winner-of -
sorts because a year ago he wasn’t given a
chance of even surviving in lowa. Talk about
political bull. He had to be angry asall get out
with hisweak caucus showing.

| am glad Dean didn’'t do any better than he
did. Heisn’'t my favorite. There's something
about him that makes me uncomfortable. M ost
of usjust don’ t know very muchabout him.And
| doubt very seriously that he could stand up
against President Bush in the rough and tough
campaignyettocomeinthefall. He' sgot ashort
fuse, andif hedoesn’t put acap onthat he'll be
turned back innext week’ sNew Hampshirepri-
mary.

(Retired general) Wesley Clark wasn't anac-
tivecandidatein lowaand Sen. Joe Lieberman,
neither. They spent their time in New Hamp-
shire.

Unless the pollsters lead me astray again, |
think New Hampshire will be all about Kerry

and Edwards, with Clark replacing Dean astheil
top challenger. After New Hampshire come:
South Carolina, New Mexico, Arizona, Okla:
homa, Missouri, Delaware and North Dakota
We'll probably know who the Democrat nomi-
nee will be sometime in March, even thougt
their national conventionwon’tunfolduntil the
summer.

President Bushisvulnerable, just likehisfa
ther was when challenged by arelatively un:
known by the name of Bill Clinton. And don’
think theWhiteHouseisn' t taking stock of wha
just happened in lowa. It was the hope of the
White Housethat Howard Dean would eventu:
ally bethe opposition party’s nominee.

Sitback andrelax. Takeintheshow. Wecoulc
be moving toward areal barnburner this com
ingfall.

Bring ‘emon!

AT breakfast in arestaurant the special was
two eggs, bacon, hash browns and toast fol
$1.99.

“Sounds good,” said the customer. “But |
don’'t want the eggs.”

Thewaitresssaid, “I’ [l haveto chargeyoutwc
dollarsand forty-nine cents because you' re or-
dering alacarte.”

“Youmean,” snappedthecustomer, “1’ d have
to pay for not taking the eggs?’

“That'scorrect,” wasthereply.

“1"ll takethespecial,” thedisgusted customer
said.

“ And how doyouwant your eggs?’ askedthe
waitress.

“Raw andintheshell,” wastheanswer, “I' v
taking them home.”

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk*k
Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com, tdreiling@nwkansas.com
or call (785) 462-3963.

Something definitely stinks

Was anyone really surprised when Britney
Spears married her old high school pal for 55
hoursin Las Vegas? Does anyone want to lay
odds her first “real” marriagewill last aweek?
How about amonth?

L ettermanand L eno havehad afield day with
the annulled nuptials, along with most of the
comicsin America. The only ones quiet about
thiswholemessarethemajority of conservative
evangelicals who heralded Britney as the next
Pat Boone, abeliever staying pure and making
itintheSodomand Gomorrah of themusicbusi-
ness.

| used to wonder if some of those fans had
actually seen her first video.

Of course, no one wantsto talk about that in
thewakeof theMadonnaki ssand theannulment
and someof therabid anti-Christianliberalsare
eating it up.

Speakingtotheconservativeevangelical sout
there, and | think | wouldfall intothat category,
something stinksandit smellslikepolitical cor-
rectness.

People were so happy to get someone like
Britney who could be a“role model” for their
kidsthey ignored the obviousfact that pop mu-
sicisinherently theoppositeof Christianvalues.

Peopleare so happy to get amanintheWhite
Housewho praysthey areignoring multi-billion
dollar deficits and an administration party line
that could teach atop afew things about spin.

I’m not saying we get rid of Bush and I'm
definitely not endorsing any of the three-ring
circusesposingaspresidential campaignsonthe
other side. I'm saying that if we claim to be

Jay Kelley

® Speaking
MyMind

Christiansweought toholdaleader whoclaims
tobeaChristianjust asaccountableasonewho
isacomplete secularist.

The problem is not with George Bush or
Britney Spearsanyway. They aremerely symp-
toms.

Theproblem liesat our feet.

Firstly, wehavewatered down Christianity in
theinterest of ecumenical harmony to the point
that cult groups are welcomed at rallies ear-
markedfor“ Christians.” Wearewillingtohave
fun, barbecue and play softball and even get
together “special services’ from timeto time,
but we don’t want to talk about anything upon
which we might disagree for fear of upsetting
the harmony.

Folks, without agreement thereisno harmony
and we simply don’t agree. Not only that, but
“agreeingtodisagree” hasdestroyed the effec-
tiveness of the only message the world really
needsto hear.

Secondly, we have redefined Christian suc-
cessastheAmericanideal. Americaiscaled a
“Christian” nationwhenour drugabuseandvio-
lent crime rates are adisgrace and Islamisour

fastest growing religion.

By theway, thereisno such thing asaChris-
tian nation, state, city or town. There are only
Christians and they are made one at atime the
sameway every time, without any helpfromthe
state legislature, the Congress or the Supreme
Court.

Thirdly, we have redefined Christianity as
eternal happiness. Nowhere is that found in
God's promises, either. God promises blessed-
ness, which isn’t happiness. Jesus was bl essed
inthe Garden of Gethsemane.

Someof uswould have patted himontheback
and tritely said, “ Smile, God loves you” as he
sweat those blood drops.

The world needs to see people beset by the
same problem asthem, but handling them with
agracethat can only comefrom God instead of
agroup of miserable peopletrying desperately
to fool themselvesinto thinking they have ev-
erything under control.

I’'mawarethat thisisn'tall of us. | know some
wonderful peoplewherel worshipwho, though
beset with amixture of ordinary and extraordi-
nary problems, arehandlingthemwiththegrace
that canonly comefromaright relationshipwith
the Almighty.

What can we do? Be honest with each other,
with God and with theworld.

Who knows, wemight actually find theunity
for which we should be looking.

*kkk*k

A. Jay Kelley isalocal minister and writer
who speaks his mind from time to time. His e-
mail isjkelley@nwkansas.com.

About those letters. . .

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby




