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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

NOT SEEDY, "INSIDE
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JUST PERSONAL
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF ANY MIME HAD A
FAVORITE SONG, I BET IT’D REALLY HAVE TO
BE “SILENT NIGHT”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals P
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Daughter mourns sale of home

DEARABBY:laminmy 30s.
| have not lived at home for 10
years; however, my parentssold
the family home a few months
ago, and | got very depressed
when the sale becamefinal.

My parents are in excellent
health and live nearby. | am
grieving, but | don’t know why.
My brothers and sisters and |
grew upinthat house, andweall
feel areal senseof |oss.

Maybel’ mhavingtroubleget-
ting used to the idea that time
marches on and that all good
things eventually end. Also,
we' renot getting together asof -
ten aswe used towhenwe gath-
ered at the house.

Canyou suggest anything that
will helpmemoveaongwithmy
life? 1 want to focus on positive
things and not look back for
something that isgone.

— GRIEVING FORTHE
HOUSE

DEAR GRIEVING: The
house was a symbol of your
childhood. Now that it isgone,
inasense, soisyour childhood.

That may be a sad thought,
but dwell on the positive. You
havetherest of your lifetolive
asan adult, with all the guar-
anteed rights and privileges
that goalongwithiit.

If thefamily isn’'t gathering
asoften asit used to, consider
startingnew familytraditions.
Perhapsit’stimefor you and
your siblingstotrade off host-
ingholiday celebrations. L ook
atitthisway: Nothingstaysthe
same. Sometimesit getsbetter
and better.
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Abigail
Van Buren

old mother of abeautiful 5-year-
old daughter, “Donna.”

| wasmarried to her father for
ayear.

Whenwedivorced, Donnaand
| relocated 600 miles away to
moveinwithmy new boyfriend.

Avyear later, | realized that the
rel ationshipwasgoing nowhere,
so Donna and | returned to our
hometown.

Four monthslater, | met “ Ga-
ry.” We' vebeentogether for two
years now.

Gary loves Donna and she
loveshim. However, herecently
told me he has no intention of
marryingme. (Andlikeanidiot,
| continue to let him spend the
night.)

Donnacrieswhen Gary and |
fight,andnow I’mafraidthatif |
|eavehim, Donnawill have ma-
jor abandonment issues and not
trust men when sheisolder.

| know | am not being fair to
my daughter, and | worry about
whether it's too late to make
things better for her.

| don’t want to give up dating
forgood, but | feel hatredtoward
Gary every time | think about
how easy it would befor himto
pack upand never seeusagain. |
hatethefactthat | et thishappen
and that there’snothing | cando
tochangeit.

| love Donna and would give
my lifefor her, but | am confused
because if | didn’t have her, |
would haveno problemwithmy

e Dear Abby

relationship with Gary. It just

seems so unfair.
Will my daughter resent mefor
theselfishdecision| havemade?
— MIXED-UPMOM IN
MISSISSIPPI

DEARMOM: That remains
tobeseen.

Asit stands, you havehad a
flash of insight about your
lifestyleand your responsibili-
tiesasamother.

Thetime has cometo start
thinking likeamatureadult.

That means putting your
daughter first and not rushing
into intimaterelationships. If
| wereyou, |’d consider taking
asanity break from men for a
while.

When you resume, do not
introduceyour daughter tothe
peopleyou’redatinguntil you
aresurethey aresincere and
honorable.

P.S.SinceGaryhasnointen-
tion of guaranteeing a stable
futurefor you and your child,
endtherelationship. Thismay
seem harsh, but it will be less
painful inthelongrun.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.
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“My dear grandchildren told me about
their improved finances and

[ got to thinking ...”

Opening lead — ace of diamonds.

TheLuck of thelrish Crossword
Theopeninglead often determinestheout- “1028”55'] 37 ‘t‘fgng of ﬂouwn'falk_ " 51‘/2?;
comeof acontract,andyetchoosingthislead s Babydog  South” ative 19 Trench
canbeadifficulttask. ® heaor  400mo 290y - rampans
There are frequently several choices, and 12 pacics toam elling ane
selecting the winning one is sometimes no 13 Ostrich’s 2; \Itholet s gance 23 “Scar\]rbor-
H cousin arges r. oug
moret_han .E:IShOt inthedark. 14 Puerto — of the Seuss’ “If Fair”
Butinthishandfromamatch betweenlre- 15 Rob seven — the herb
landand Denmark, thelrishWest player, Pe- - [ote's 47 00e - B85 28 Shonte:
ter Fltzgeral d, drewavadidinferencefromthe 16 Game- 49 Para.dise man.? of base-
bidding and found the killing opening lead. show 50 Detail, for 5 Praline ball
Heled the ace of diamondsand continued 17 Breg short ingredient 26 Grand
17 Bread 51 Fine- 6 Ms. 27 Reddish
with the four, which East ruffed. Back came 18 sopread grairéed , ghttJlrr_nan »8 theIrled
» . m, e.g. WO0O utlying ellows
aclubtoWest'sace, andFitzgeraldplayedan- ;g agropatic 52 Opoist's district 32 “Alice
other diamond, ruffed by East againto put the maneuver  sliver 8 One with Doesn't
22 Patrick 53 Obi stable Live Here
con_tract dOWﬂ one. . i Dennis’ 54 Pataki’s employ- Anymore’
Fitzgerald reasoned that, on the bidding, Kin letter- ment? actress
Southhad at least apartial diamondfitforhis 26 Rainbow  head 9 Rem- 33 Marine
AT . or abbr. brandt mollusks
initial Jump'Shlft response ar_]d SUbsequent speckled 55 Director medium
three-notrump bid, sothat |eadingtheaceand gg g:at @Jirclj Gene 10 Expert 35 ---handt
. .. arqge wnere 10
another diamond had agood chanceof hitting b Solution time: 25 mins. find them
pay dirt. Hereasonedfurther that passivede- 31 Session I [EEG 36 Chignon
H H with a Eo RIEfMs|I]|G|H]T 38 Emcee
fensewaslikely to get himnowhere. Hewas shrink INGRE REEEEG Robin
right on both counts. 32 Utah QUIE Ol e it TS1 39 Catcalls?
Atthesecondtable, thelrish North-South ~ campus AlulE (ST [E[n[] 42 Thought
. ’ . . letters M|o[N[E[YEc| [N[D]Y 43 Stench
pair also got to four spades, but onthisbid- 33 aware of [Y[A[R[D ClAIN]T 44 Rem-
ding: 34 Feedbag |A1RIABEPIOIOIRISERUIGIH nants
morsel K;ggﬁigﬂggﬁ;lg 45 Foolish
35 Tramp hM c EJE R Aa one
North East South West 36 Data S|E[N blElL 46 Resort
1INT Pass 3 [S] Pass units Yesterday’s answer 1-22 48 Crucial
4[8] 1 2 3 9 10 |11

Theopening notrump bid showed 12to 14
points, but thesequencethat followed did not
give the Danish West nearly as much infor-
mationashisoppositenumber at thefirsttable

had received.

West had no good reasonto think that only
adiamond lead could stop the contract, and
he made the more normal lead of hisfourth-

best heart.

South had no trouble making four spades
after thislead, eventually discarding one of
hisdiamondsondummy’skingof hearts, and
Ireland gained 720 pointson the deal .
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