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Improving fishing, recreation discussed

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Oberlin Herald

OBERLIN — The secretary of
the K ansasDepartment of Wildlife
and Parkstoldan Oberlincrowd|ast
week about plansto improve fish-
ing and recreation at Sebelius Res-
ervoir near Norton by leasing irri-
gation rightsto keep the lakelevel
up.

Secretary Mike Hayden, an
Atwood native who has served as
governor and asspeaker of theKan-
sas House of Representatives, has
held the wildlife job for two years
now, making the transition from
Gov. Bill Gravesto Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius.

“There have been some tremen-
dously exciting things in natural
resourceshappeninginKansas,” he
told about 60 people at The Gate-
way last Wednesday night.

Inthispart of thecountry, hesaid,
it seems people sometimes take
natural resources for granted.
Peoplehereareclosetothelandand
seethewildlife, hesaid, but changes
to natural resources take place
slowly, and peopledon’tlook at the
long term.

The secretary said heislooking
atthelongtermof natural resources,

mainly water, inthe state.

Heisworkingonthreeprojectsto
protectwater includingacontractto
leasewater fromtheAlmenalrriga
tion District, which will help keep
thelevel upintheNortonReservair;
to purchasing the Circle K Ranch
near Larned and retire the water
rightswhich will be bought with it
and maketheland apublic hunting
area; and to use land in Topeka
which isexpected to be donated to
thestateby theM enninger Founda-
tionasapublicpark withwaterfront
accessto the KansasRiver.

Norton Reservoir, he said, was
built as a place for recreation and
irrigation. Irrigators havetheright
topull somuchwater out of thelake
each year.

Gradually, Hayden said, thelake
has started to go down. In many
years, thelake hasbeen so low that
itcouldn’tbeusedforirrigationand
therecreational useswerelost.

During those early dry years,
many irrigators put down wells.
Then the wet years of 1993 and
1995 refilled the lake.

After almost 30 years, the lake
wasfinally back tothelevel it had
been inthe 1960s, he said.

For about four or fiveyearsafter

that, there were tremendous recre-
ational and economic use opportu-
nitiesat thelake.

Then the area entered the latest
drought. Thelakeisnow about eight
feet abovedead pool, hesaid. When
itgetstodead pool, nowater will be
ableto bedrawn off of it.

If those eight feet of water are
drawnoff thelake, saidMr. Hayden,
therewill be no recreational value.
Theboat dockswon’t beusableand
the state park will be farther from
thewater.

What has happened, he said, is
theareaisover appropriated—that
is there are more water rights out
therethen thereiswater available.

Hayden said they havetofind a
balance between what is taken out
of thelake and theamount of water
that is recharged. The long-term
solution is to retire enough water
rights to irrigate 1,000 and 1,200
acres.

He said the state is proposing to
leasetheAlmenalrrigation District
water rightsfor $120,000 ayear for
the next two years.

Hayden said the money isin the
budget although if the agreement
worksasplanned, it will haveto be
approved by the L egislature.

Oberlin schools look for tax hike

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Oberlin Herald

OBERLIN—TheOberlinBoard
of Education approved raising the
district’slocal option budget to 25
percent of the total general fund,
whichisthehighestit cangounder
state law.

Last year, theboard asked for a5
percentincreasewhich brought the
local optionbudget upto 18.11 per-
cent of thegeneral fund. Votersfiled
a petition, and there was a special
election on the increase, which
passed. The district had to pay
$2,577 for the election.

The 5 percent increase is only
good for fiveyears.

Theresolution the board passed
Monday night wasfor acontinuous
and permanent authority, allowing
the board to levy up to 25 percent
each year.

That doesn’t meant that theboard
has to levy 25 percent each year,
said Superintendent Kelly Glodt. If
the district only needs 13 percent,
thentheboardwould only levy that
amount.

The local option budget comes

fromaproperty tax levy paid by the
taxpayersinthedistrict.

Glodt said he thought the board
absolutely owed it to the teachers
and staff to ask for thefull amount.
Thedistrict facestheneedto cut as
many ashineteachersif theincrease
isnot approved.

The superintendent said if the
resolutionisn’t petitioned, thenthe
board will ask for 25 percent for
next year. He said the increase
would generate about $180,000 a
year.

Glodt said in anormal year, the
increase would boost the district’s
property tax levy about 6.9 mills.

If thedistrict canincreasethelo-
cal option budget to 25 percent, he
said, the board may only need to
reduce the staff by five teachers,
instead of nine.

Board President Chris Bailey
saidincreasingthelocal optionbud-
getisatoughdecisioninthefaceof
the continuing drought and slow
economy.

“Let’sfaceit,” hesaid. “Itisdry
out there, but thisissomething that
needsto bedone.”

Board Member Barb Olson said
shethought thecommunity needed
to makethisdecision.

District taxpayers have 30 days
from publication of the board’s
resolutionto protest theincrease. A
petitionwould haveto besigned by
at least 5 percent of the qualified
votersinthedistrict, about 100sig-
natures.

Shouldthedistrict wait and seeif
anyone starts a petition before
scheduling public meetings on the
increase? Glodt asked, or shouldit
be done now?

Board Member Jeanie Martin
said she thought people were mis-
informed the first time and some
didn’tunderstandthey weresigning
apetitionandthat thedistrictwould
havetopay for theelection. Shesaid
they should start informing the
people now.

The board agreed to have two
public meetings, the first at 7:30
p.m. next Monday at the high
school cafeteria.

The second meeting will be at 7
p.m. next Wednesday at the Nor-
catur city offices.

Hopefully, hesaid, thiswill lead
tothebuying of water rightsinother
areas.

Hayden said the statewould also
liketopurchasetheCircleK Ranch
and its water rights, which are
owned by the City of Hays.

Haydensaidthereisaproposal to
buy theland and then the state will
retire the water rights. The land
along the Arkansas River, he said,
will make a great place for public
hunting.

The state hasn’t done something
like this since Cheyenne Bottoms,
in Great Bend, the secretary said.

Hays purchased the land hoping
torunapipelinetotownfor munici-
pal water. However, the proposal
never worked out. Hayden said his
department isworking to convince
the cities of Hays and Russell to
build areverse osmosis system off
of Wilson Reservoir. The water is
closetobothcitieshutitistoo salty
to usefor municipal water.

Thefederal government, said Mr.
Hayden, will reimbursethestateon
apurchaselikethisfor publichunt-
ing up to 75 percent.

The last project Hayden talked
about was a new state park his de-
partment isworking on in Topeka.
When the Menninger Foundation
moved to Texas last year, they left
behind a90 acre parcel next to Ce-
dar Crest, thegovernor’smansion,
and afrontagetotheKansasRiver.

Hayden said he asked for money
inthe budget to start the park.

“Even in these tight budget
times,” Hayden said, “we do have
some exciting things happening.”

Gary Anderson from Oberlin,
asked Hayden if the state has any
visionfor SappaPark, which useto
includeal akejust outsideof thecity
limits.

Hayden sai d hehasthought about
it alot, especialy after thelakein
Atwood was brought back to life.
Hesaid in Atwood, they had to try
two to three times to pass a bond
issueto fix thelake.

Today it isvery low because of
the drought and thereis very little
stream flow.

Lake Atwood and Sappa L ake,
both built during the depression,
suffered thesamefatefromsiltand
low water levels, he said.

Hayden said one optioniscreat-
ingawetland. Evenif thesiltinthe
lakewasremoved, hesaid, thereis
very little likelihood of getting
enoughwater inthecreek tosustain
anything.

Goodland

council

looks at future needs

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

GOODLAND — Futureneeds
for the city water, sewer systems
andthecity streetswerediscussed
at Monday'’s city commission
meeting.

DarinNeufeld of Evans, Bierly,
Hutchison and Associates, was a
visitortothecity meetingand said
he wanted to give the commis-
sionersan ideaof future projects
the city needsto consider in up-
coming years.

“l know it is alittle early for
your budget process,” Neufeld
said, “but | wanted you to have
timeto look at these and to have
an idea of the condition of the
basic city systems.”

Neufeld said the water system
wasnotinover all bad shape, but
that there was a continuing need
to look at placeswhere there are
anumber of water leaks. He said
some of the problems downtown
would be improved when there
are separate water mainson both
sidesof thestreet. Presently there
isonewater mainanditisonthe
east side of Main.

“The plans are to allow for a
separate main on the west side,
and we will bury the lines when
wereplacetheintersections,” he
said.

The storm drainage system is
not in bad shape he said, and the
problem area downtown should
be solved with the rebuild of the
intersectionsat 11thand 12th. The
next areais First Street east of
Caldwell, and the other areaison
19th Street east of Cherry.

“We need to look at the plans
for thesanitary sewer and makea
decision about what way to go,”
hesaid. “ Theplantisstill operat-
ing, but it is getting costly to re-
pair.

“Weknow thereareleaksinthe
sewer lines, but don’tknow where
thereisany major problem.

“Thelift stationsarein need of
upgrading, and two are at capac-
ity. Someof theseareat their end
of lifeand thetwo on 19th are at
capacity and need both upgrading
and expansion.”

Onthecity streetsNeufeldsaid
the city has requested a geomet-
ricimprovement granttoimprove
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We know
there are leaks in
the sewer lines, but
don’t know where
thereis any major
problem. The lift
stations are in need
of upgrading ...
Some of these are
at their end of life...”

Darin Neufeld

discussing water systen

Business 24 from the east exit
(19) to Cherry, but he has not
heard anything on this.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked if
this would make it four lanes at
Cherry to provideaturning lane,
but Neufeldsaiditwouldbringit
tothreelanestoprovideaturning
lane.

Hesaid thereare several spots
onthecity streetswherethereare
serious problems. Hesaid one of
those is Caldwell north of
Toelkestothebridgenorth of the
airport. Theintersectionat Eighth
and Caldwell and thewest end of
Eighth about a block and a half
east of K-27.

Hesaidanoverlaywill nothelp
the Caldwell problem either the
section to the north or the inter-
sectionat Eighth. Another areais
17th Street from Railroad to
Main. He mentioned problems
with the alleys behind the Main
street businesses from Eighth to
13th, and that 25th Street from
Presto to the street behind Wal-
Martisgettingalot of trafficand
probably needs attention.

Neufeld said the city might
consider abondfor someof these
projects because the rates con-
tinueto be very low.

City Manager Ron Pickman
said there are other city areas
where something will haveto be
done.

“Thingskeepbreakingdown,”
he said, “and they are not cheap
parts.”
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