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Confused negligence
IS Michael’s problem

Michael Jackson’sin-your-faceresponseto hisrecent court
datemay behislast suchcelebration. Yourecall that after | eav-
ing the courthouse in which he pleaded not guilty to charges
of molestation and providing alcohol to a child, he put on a
show atop his vehicle and then threw aparty for afew thou-
sand‘friends’' — probably curiousonlookers, if truthbeknown
because nobody has afew thousand ‘friends.” The party was
at Neverland.

If wasindeed interesting to see him use that right arm and
shoulder that he claimswereinjured when hewasroughed up
by policeafter hisarrest. Inatelevisedinterview afew weeks
after hewas handcuffed and hauled in, he said hewasin con-
stant pain and had difficulty raising his arm. He sure had no
problems raising that injured shoulder and waving his arm
while goofing it up atop his SUV parked outside the court-
house.

Reports now surfacing are that his attorneys called him on
the carpet and told him he was going to start acting his age,
that hewill not continueto carry onashehasbeen, that hewill
keep in mind that his behavior is being viewed by potential
jurorsand that heand family will belessvisibletothe public.

But thosewho know Michael Jackson say Michael callshis
own shats. Helistensto no one. If, in fact, thisisthe way he
operatesthen hisdefenseisgoing to be challenged like never
before defending against the charges that could carry |ots of
prisontimeif convicted.

Michael Jackson isastudy in confused negligence — read
that carefully and thoughtfully. It may sound like an odd de-
scriptionof hisshortcomings, but wearetal king about Michael
Jacksonandthereforeit makessense. Heisconfused asto color
and sexual desire, thedirect result of being negligentinrespon-
sibly accepting who heis and the number of years he's been
who heis.

Hisfatewill not be decided by hiswealth nor hisfame. His
fatewill bedecidedby 12jurors, andif Michael Jacksonthinks
hisin-your-face behavior won't impact those 12 people, then
he'snot just weird, but he’salso stupid.

TomA. Dreiling, Publisher

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C420510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org

CoLBY FREE PRESs

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920)

Colby, Kan. 67701
freepress@nwkansas.com
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

Tom A. Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com
Tisha Cox - General Assignment

tcox@nwkansas.com

ADVERTISING _
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Representative
crystalr@nwkansas.com

Shelby Moses - Advertising Representative
smoses@nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
Jeanette Applegate - Bookkeeping & Ad Building
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, \Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes
Publishing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. t0 5:30 p.m. Monday
to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use
for publication of all news credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press
Association, Inland Press Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months $32, 8 months $47, 12
months $64. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan,
Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties: 4 months
$44, 8 months $56, 12 months $72 . Other Kansas counties and surrounding states: 4
months $51, 8 months $61, 12 months $75. All other states, $75, 12 months.

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

(785) 462-3963

HoW SHoULD WE RESPOND To
CHARGES THAT You ARE LESS
THAN ENGAGED, MR. PRESIDENT ?

R

D0 You THINK
THE MoON IS
REALLY MADE

OF CHEESE?

The road ahead: 2004

Asweheadintothesecond session of the 108th
Congress, | will be using what | learned from
residentswho attended my town hall meeting as
ablueprint to develop my prioritiesfor the 2004
Congressional session.

Much of what | haveheard onthetour thisyear
issimilartoyearspast. AcrossK ansas, peopleare
concerned about thehigh costsof heathcareand
prescription drugs, the ability to keep our main
street businesses open, supporting our military
and veterans, the need to improve educational
opportunities for our youth and providing the
necessary toolsfor our family farmerstostay in
business.

When Congressreconvenes, | will participate
incongressional hearingson BSE andtheeffects
of the USDA’s new animal processing regula-
tions on producers. We must be certain that the
responsewasappropriateand that every measure
isbeing taken to help theindustry recover.

As Chairman of the House Agriculture Sub-
committee on General Farm Commaodities and
Risk Management, | will al'so work to improve
risk management toolsavailableto farmersand
ranchersinthenew year. Multi-year |ossescon-

Congressman
Jerry Moran

® Your \Voice
on the Hill

continuing drought conditions.

Improving the access and affordability of
health care continues to be one of my highest
priorities. Last year, Congress passed asweep-
ing changeto Medicare, which will havelong-
term consequencesfor the program’s solvency
and cost. Wemust al so continuetoimprovethe
delivery of healthcareservicesinrural areasand
continueeffortstolower theoverall cost of pre-
scription drugs.

Last fall, | cosponsored the federal highway
bill, whichwill authorizefunding for highways,
public transportation programs and safety ini-
tiativesfor thenext six years. InKansas, thishill
wouldinvest morethan$2.7 billionintranspor-

tinuetobeaproblemthat cropinsurancedoesnot  tation programs and is estimated to create
adequately address, especially in light of the 47,500 jobs. Asamember of the House Trans-

Sometimes the truth

At theend of theyear peopletend to become
reflectiveonlife. They will look back ontheyear
past and thebeginning of theNew Year. Thislast
year wasatimeof changefor our family; of end-
ingsand beginnings; of graduationsand moves;
of hurtsand betrayal saswell asgrowth and en-
couragement. Life isfull of change. We are
never static; by our choiceswe are either mov-
ingforward or dying. Sometimeswebecomeso
complacent that it seemsthat wearejust sitting
still, but usually when that happenswe are dy-
ing— whether itisour community or ourselves
personally. It may not happen overnight, but it
is happening.

There aretimes we haveto say, | want to do
something different with my life. Thismay be
brought onby amove, abirthday, or achangein
aphysical condition. But there aretimeswhen
you have to go ahead and take that chance and
go back to school or start that business. If you
don'tdoit, for therest of your life you will a-
wayswonder, “What if?" Not only does a per-
son have to make life choices about education
or business, but there are times when we need
to take stock and make choices about issues of
integrity aswell. Both of theseinstancescanbe
aroad lesstraveled.

The time has come when doctors should no
longer be viewed as God. A person may even
havetobewillingtowalk avery lonely path by
questioning whether the message being
preachedinthepulpit, istruth. A personmay also
need to take astand against an employer that is
not practicing integrity.

| have been speaking in rather broad terms,
but let me get specific about just acoupleareas
of concern. Wein rural America, specifically
northwest Kansas, are in a severe brain drain.
Our childrenareleavingandat thispoint | don’t
seeany reasonwhy they should stay. They don’'t
want our small townsto become big cities, but
they dowant themtobegrowingdynamicplaces
that are open to new thoughts and ideas. They
want townsthat encourageeducationandlearn-

Rosie
Stockton

® Rosie’s
Route

ing for the sake of learning, not just because it
opportunities and be madeto feel that whatever
direction they choose with guidance is best for
them, whether that isafour-year college, atwo-
year collegeor atechnical school. They alsowant
support from the community in all areas of stu-
dent involvement, not just sports. They want a
community that encourages people to movein
and become involved and to feel welcomed
whether they arenew comersor arepart of afam-
ily that has been around for generations.

They ask, “What i stheeconomic devel opment
department doing for our community?Whereare
thejobsbeing devel oped that would cause meto
want to come back and livein thissmall town to
continueaway of life?’ They want parentswho
are willing to be honest and tough when it is
needed. They want toknow that if they areinthe
wrong, youwill stand firm, evenif it meansthey
won't get to play football or basketball, etc. It
means standing up to ateacher when they are
wrong, even if they coach awinning wrestling
team, or standing behind a teacher when your
childisout of line. Our kids need to see educa-
tionandlearning asaval uablething. Today, there
isno cost or valuetoit. | know wealwaysrolled
our eyes when our parents told stories of walk-
ing to and from school uphill both waysin the
snow, but when they told those storiesthey con-
veyed asense of valuein responsibility and edu-
cation. It wasaprivilegefor them to get an edu-
cation. | know thisfirst hand. | have been going
to collegeclassespart-timefor several yearsand
now attend full time. There are those who truly
want tobethereand thentherearethosewhoneed

portation Committee, my goal is to see that
Kansasreceivesadequatefundingfor our trans-
portation infrastructure system in these tight
financial times.

During Memoria Day 2004, veteransfrom
Kansas and across the country will gather in
Washington, D.C. to dedicate the new World
War || Memorial onthe National Mall. At the
dedication, wewill recognizethecontributions
that veteransfrom WWI| and other warshave
madeto protect thisnation and to preserveour
freedoms.

Thiswill also beatimefor usto remember
the promiseswe madeto those who answered
thecall to serveand for usto keep those prom-
ises. | will continueto work to see that health
care funding for veteransis adequate to meet
their needs.

*kkk*k

CongressmanJerry Moranrepresentsthe 69
countiesof theFirst District of Kansas. E-maill
himat: jerry.moran@mail.house.gov, or visit
his web page at: http://www.house.gov/
mor anks01/. You canal so contact himthrough
his Hays District Office, 1200 Main Street,
Suite 402, P.O. Box 249, Hays, Kan. 67601-
0249 or phone (785) 628-6401.

hurts

to be booted out, not letting the door hit them
on the way out, because they are not accom-
plishing onething other than taking up space
and hindering those who want to learn. So,
what are we as adults doing to improve our-
selves and learn and grow as individuals, as
families, asbusinesses, asacommunity?

Maybeitisturning off the TV andreading
book. Maybeitistakingaclassat Colby Com-
munity College. Maybe it islearning a new
skill or developing acreativeor artistictalent.
Maybe it is doing research about how other
peoplein other parts of the country are man-
aging a business just like yours, so you can
learn new ways to improve what you are do-
ing. For example, since thisis such a strong
agricultural community there are many pro-
grams put on by Kansas State Research and
Extension specialistson new waysto produce
the cropsthat are such adominant part of our
way of life. Most of these are offered at con-
venient times and at free or nominal coststc
impart new and cutting edge technology for
our ever-changing world.

Do we want the state legislature to tell us
what we need to do with our water, or should
we belearning waysto grow the most profit-
able cropsfor our land with the least amount
of water?

Dowewant to beliablefor amulti-car pile
up on the highway in ablizzard white-out or
dust storm brown-out coming off bare fields
when moderate, undisturbed crop residue
would havegreatly reduced theproblem?Yes,
cleantillage has been the traditional method,
but we need to learn from history, from the
mistakes, but let’s not be so stuck in rutsthat
we can't climb out and try a new and better
way.

Thisisn't avery popular stand, but it isthe
truth — and sometimesthe truth hurts.
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RosieStocktonisarural Colbyresidentwho

frequently contributesto this page.

LOOK, HONEY; YOURE
GOING 70 DO WHAT
YOURE GOING 70 [O.

Doonesbury

ALTHOUGH I HAVE 70
ADMIT THAT IN SOME
GYTALL, MEANINGLESS
HAY, TLL MISS HAV-
ING YU AROUNE.
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