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Councll rejects
fire truck bids
after objection

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

All bids for a new fire rescue
truck were rejected during the
Colby City Council meetingearlier
thisweek.

BobMcLemore, firechief, wasat
themeetingtoreview or answer any
questionsabout thebids, sayingthat
thecurrent firetruck isnot safeand
has not passed safety inspections
for thelast two years.

Themoney for thetruck wasen-
cumbered from the 2003 budget
expenses and two bids were re-
ceived at the end of December —
one from Emergency One at
$118,500 and the other from Am-
tech at a cost of $112,635. Both
companies bid a 2004 vehicle and
both were not local businesses.

Jim Tubbs, the newest council
member — who was appointed by
Mayor Warren Hixson after coun-
cilman Todd Barrows moved from
the area — asked if the local
deal erships were included in the
bidding process.

McL emoresaidthat becausethis
was a specialized apparatus with
specific specificationsfor thebody
compartment and exactnessneeded
inmountingthechassis, it had been
the practice of the city to bid both
parts together and through dealers
such asthose contacted.

When it comes to other items,
McLemore said, for instance city
dump trucksor other city vehicles,
it was his understanding that these
itemsarebidlocally.

“What we have been doing
works,” McLemore said. “Every
fire truck we have bid has always
been in awhole package.”

However, Tubbssaid hebelieved
thiswas just one more example of
the"laxness” withthebidding pro-
cess.

“Qur first attempt should be to
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Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear.
Lowsinthemid20s. Southwest
winds around 10 mph.
Friday...Mostly sunny.
Warmer. Highs around 60.
Northwest winds around 10
mph. Friday night...Mostly
clear. Lows in the lower 20s.
South winds around 10 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the upper 50s. South-
east windsaround 10 mph. Sat-
urday night...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 20s.
Sunday...Partly  cloudy.
Breezy...Cooler. Highsin the
mid 40s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 52

Low thismorning, 15

Records for Jan. 22, 77 in
1943 and-17in 1966

Year ago today, 17 and 15

Month'’s precipitation, 0.05

Month’ssnowfall, 1inch

2003 precipitation to date,
trace

Soil temperature, 36

Thesources:

Theforecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. Arecorded fore-
cast updated throughout theday
is available by calling (785)
899-7119. Current tempera-
tures are available by calling
460-TEMP.

Framing the future

Death

buy herefirstandforemost,” Tubbs
said, “ becausethat’show our com-
munity survives.”

In clarification about the body
and chassis, arepresentative from
Amtech was available to answer
guestions. Hesaid it would not bea
problem for his company to mount
achassis(fromanother bidder) onto
the body. Asfor warranty, the rep-
resentative said Amtech would not
cover the chassis, but would the
body.

Although, he believed the chas-
siswould probably be under war-
ranty with the deal er selected.

After somediscussion, amotion
wasmadeand approvedtorejectall
bidsonthefirerescuetruck andbid
the two parts out separately (body
and chassis), which would then al-
low local automobiledeal ershipsto
compete in the bidding process as
well.

In other council business:

e Charlotte Linsner with the
Northwest Kansas Family Shelter
inHays, although not present at the
meeting, requested thecity givethe
shelter a$750 donation. Armstrong
said that twoyearsago Linsner had
brought this issue forward and the
council at that timecould not come
up with extra money. In the 2004
budget, thereisalsonoinclusionfor
money to helptheshelter. Thecoun-
cil denied Linsner’s request, but
Bev Eicher on the council said she
would like this revisited since the
city does have domestic violence
problems. Eicher said thisisaseri-
ous problem and the shelter is a
place for these women to go.
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« Armstrong gave the council a
policy to review on disadvantaged
business enterprise, which will be
alsoreviewed by theairport board.
A recommendation is expected to
bebrought back tothecouncil atthe
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Ron Kogler, Wheat Lippelman and Kevin Helus worked today to put up the framework for the
new Colby Public Works building. Work started two weeks ago. The concrete floor was poured
lastweek and the building’s outer shell should be completed by the end of winter. The new building
is just south of the current building, which is at 195 N. Sterling Ave.

penalty
discussed

By BILL DRAPER
Associated Press Writel

TOPEKA (AP) — Themanwha
presided over the last four execu-
tionsin K ansassaysheseesno neec
for a moratorium on the state’s
death penalty.

“The rationale completely es-
capes me,” Charles McAtee saic
Wednesday during atelephonein-
terview. He was director of penal
institutionsin 1965, when the state
executed four convicted murders
within nine weeks.

Opponents of the death penalty
urged legislators Wednesday to
place a two-year moratorium on
imposing death sentences and ex-
ecuting those who already have
been sentenced to die.

Tim Emert, an attorney from In-
dependence, told the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee that no issue was
astroubling to him during hiseight
yearsasasenator asdecidingwhere
he stood on the death penalty.

Emert became vice chairman of
theJudiciary Committeesoon after
takingofficein 1993 and wasonthe
committee the next year when the
Legidaturereinstituted capital pun-
ishment.

“1 cametotheconclusiontheonly
votel couldlivewithwasa’ no’ vote
on the death penalty in Kansas,”
said Emert, who was el ected to the
Legislature as a Republican. “I
could not, in my mind, be pro-life
and pro death penalty.”

McAtee said the Kansas death
penalty law allowstoo many years
to pass between the time a capital
crimeiscommitted and whenaper-
sonisexecuted.

“Today there's a guaranteed,
built-ineightto 10to 12-year del ay
between a heinous crime and the
carrying out of punishment,” saic
McAtee.

“By that time you have al the
candlelight vigils where people
pray for the poor soul of the defen-
dant and forget the pour souls of

Tuesday, Feb. 3 meeting.

victims.”

Kansas Cattlemen’s Association gears up for convention

BREWSTER — The Kansas
Cattlemen’sAssociation said today
its 2004 Annual Convention and
Trade Show will take placein
Dodge City at the Civic Center on
Feb. 6-7.

Theassociationisheadquartered
in Brewster.

Thoseattendingwill haveanop-
portunity tointeract with represen-
tatives from various entitiesin the
cattle industry, through speakers
and booths at the trade show, ac-
cordingtoinformationprovided by
theassociation’sexecutivedirector
Mike Schultz, Brewster..

Registrationwill beginat 12noon
on Friday, Feb. 6 followed by the

convention kick off at 1 p.m. with
Dr. DanUpson, Professor Emeritus,
Kansas State University, the
speaker. Upson'stopicis, “Animal
Drugs and the Human Element.”

A water quality workshop is
scheduled for the second session,
and Kansas Department of Health
and Environment representatives
will beon handto discusstheseis-
sues.

Dr. Roger McEowen, Kansas
State University, will wrap up the
afternoon session with his discus-
sionon “Legal Issuesinthe Cattle
Industry.”

Friday night, Rotomix is spon-
soring a steak feed for attendees.

Immediately following dinner, Jeff
Hires, amotivational speaker from
the Dodge City areawill entertain
the crowd.

Saturday’s schedul e beginswith
the Kansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion annual meeting at 8a.m.

Followingthemeeting, attendees
have their choice of workshopsto
attend.

Dr.LynnL ocatelli of TwinForks
Vet Clinicin Benkelman, Neb., will
give a cattle handling workshop.
Simultaneously, Steve Cady of Or-
ganization for Competitive Mar-
kets (OCM) will be speaking on
competitive marketing issues and
solutions.

Following a luncheon with
speaker Larry Steckline, owner of
the Mid America Ag Network, a
heifer donated by the Pike family
will be auctioned off to benefit the
Kansas Cattlemen’sAssociation.

Afternoon sessions include a
calving seminar by Dr. Robert
Mortimer, Colorado State Univer-
sity, and a Palm Pilot/EID session
by Dr. Dale Blasi, Kansas State
University.

The afternoon will be wrapped
up with comments from Bill Bul-
lard, CEO, R-CALFUSA andanR-
CALF USA meseting.

The cost to attend conventionis
$50for both days, or $35for single

day registration, either Friday or
Saturday.

A silent auction fund raiser will
take place during the convention
anditemsauctioned off aredonated.

Therewill beaBilly Cook Rop-
ing Saddle giveaway donated by
Walco International Dodge City,
and a giveaway of two halves of
beef (processed and delivered) do-
nated by Doll Land & Cattle, In-
gals.

Tickets may be purchased from
the KCA office.

For further information on the
annual convention and trade show,
contact the Kansas Cattlemen’s
Association at 1-877-694-2906.
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Girl Scouts to begin selling cookies

The Colby Girl Scoutswill begin taking ordersfor cook-
ies Friday, said Shannon Koon, service unit manager. The
annual cookiedrivewill continuethrough Friday, Feb. 6, she
said, and many of thefavoriteswill beavailable, alongwith
anew type of cookie this year, Pinatas. No money will be
collected until delivery, which will be announced at alater
date. Thisisoneof thescoutslargest fund-raising eventswith
nearly one-quarter of theprofitsstayingwiththelocal troops
to finance girl-activities, Koon said. In addition to the new
cookie, othersare: thin mints, peanut butter sandwich, ani-
mal treasures, caramel delites, lemon pastry cremes, peanut
butter patties and shortbread. In case a scout misses some-
one, Koon encourages them to call her at (785) 462-6662
prior to the deadline.

Share delivery Saturday

Delivery for this month’s Heartland Share program will
startat 10:30a.m., Saturday, at the Sacred Heart gymnasium.
Therearestill afew sharesleft and anyoneinterested cancall
Gene Griffin, one of the coordinators, at (785) 460-3579.

Tax help available

AARPTaxAidehelpwill beavailableMondaysbeginning
Feb. 2 through April 15 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the meet-
ing room at Pioneer Memorial Library and on Wednesdays
from 1-3 p.m. at the Senior Progress Center starting Feb. 5.
Help is available to anyone needing tax help with simple
forms. For information, call AlvinVolk at 462-2645 or Lela
or Don German at 460-3062.

Dennen Field fund raisers planned

The Colby Booster Club is sponsoring a soup supper be-
ginning at 5 p.m., Friday, Jan. 30 at the Colby Community
Building. All proceedsfromtheevent will benefittheDennen
Field project, said Shawn Stephens, committee member. In
additionto the soup supper, therewill bea”Lube-A-Thon,”
Saturday, Feb. 14, at Kansas Quick Lubewith proceeds go-
ing to the Dennen Field project aswell.

College auditions next week

Thedramadepartment at Colby Community Collegewill
conduct auditionsfor thespring play next Monday and Tues-
day from 7-9 p.m. in the Frahm Theatre located in the Cul-
tural Arts Center on campus. Auditionsare open to students
and the community. The spring production will be a full-
length, nonmusical play. Thechoiceof theplay will depend
upon the people who audition. Performance dates for the
production are Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 22-24.
Rehearsals will begin Sunday, Feb. 22. For questions, call
Deb Bickner at 462-3984, ext. 300.

‘Cardiac Arrest’ nears

Theannual “CardiacArrest,” sponsored by the American
Heart Association isscheduled from 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. at
the Colby Community Building, on Thursday, Jan 29.
Arresteeswill go before* JudgeHeartless,” played by Dave
Jennings. Prior to the event, arrestees are busy collecting
donations with the goal of making a$100 bail. Thisyear’s
parole board includes Roger Aumiller, Wade Baker, Marla
Crumrine, Tracey King, TinaHarris, RhondaMcLaughlin,

Robert McLemore, Marge Miller, Bob Muirhead, Shawn
Reinert, Martin Rinehart, Carla Sharp, Jessica Vaughn and
Lavon Wagoner.

Benefit lunch next Sunday

A benefit pasta lunch for Christopher Eteeyan, infant
grandson of Larry and Mary Maxwell, born with liver anc
heart complications, isplanned from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sun-
day, Feb. 1, in the Sacred Heart Church basement. Admis-
sionisfree-will donation. Call AmandaWahlmeier, 465-9145
or Terry and Linda Stover, 626-9068 with questions.

Promotion meeting planned

Thenext Colby Business Promotion meeting will beheld
at 7:30a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 27, inthe basement of Sunflower
Bank, 500 N. Franklin. Thepromotion meetingisopentoall
businessesin Colby and everyone is encouraged to attend.
Thismonth one of the highlightswill bea” giveaway.” The
purpose of the promotion meetings are to keep all Colby
busi nessesinfront of theconsumer and to bring out-of -town
businesshere.

Heartland open house Sunday

Therewill be abenefit barbecue and open house on Sun-
day from 11 am. to 3 p.m. at Heartland Christian Schoal,
1995W. 4thin Colby. Inadditiontothebarbecue, whichwill
featurebarbecued meat, baked potatoes, corn, rolls, salad and
dessert bar, an auction will be held. Auction items include
handmade quilts, bed and breakfast package and more. Ev-
eryoneisinvited to attend.
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