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Thumbs é}é

VtoJeff Quenzer — activitiesdirector/assi stant principal at Colby
High School, andal volunteers, for theoutstanding Orange & Black
Classic.

VtoRosalie Seemann — for that patriotic reminder that appeared
inFriday’s" At Week’sEnd” column.

Vto Sacred Heart School — on the annual observance of Catho-
lic Schools Week being celebrated through Friday..

VtoPrairieMuseum of Art and History —onyour videolunches
honoring K ansas. (Seepage4 Thursday’sJan. 22 FreePressfor com-
plete details).

Vto Pedro Gonzalez — Colby College Trojans new head vol-
leyball coach.

Vto Leigh Ann Maurath — 9-year-old Oakley student on your
television debut on “Kids-a-Cookin.” You did very well.

Vtothe Scholar’ sBowl Team — and coach Ber nadine Samson
at Colby High School, on winning the Northwest Kansas League
championship in recent competition at Oberlin.

VtoAndy Baker —thenew faceat the United States Department
of Agriculture Service Center in Colby.

Vto the Troiann Dance Team — and coach Danielle Freeman
at Colby Community College, onyour super performancesand the
high honors and recognition accorded.

Vto Ray Nolan — director of the Fitness Lab at Colby Commu-
nity College.

(Thisweekly saluteis compiled by TD, the publisher. Questions,
comments or submissions can be directed to him at
td@nwkansas.com, phone 785 462-3963 or fax 785 462-7749.)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com. Comments need signature, daytime
phone number and address.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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Dare to be stupid

Boredom'’sagreat thing. It canspur youtonew
heights of stupidity.

However, thereis afine line between down-
right stupidity and cautious spontaneity.

Boredom usually leads me to contemplate
things! normally wouldn’t. That’ swhat’ssogreat
about the Internet. Instant gratification at your
fingertips.

Except sometimesit’ snot goodtoindulge. Too
much information can result.

Over the past eight years, |’ ve gotten pretty
good at wasting time using the Internet. It's a
good curefor boredom, sometimes.

Or, better yet, going out and seeing if some-
thing looksfunisanother remedy.

Inspiration comes from the strangest places,
sometimesit usually strikes somewhere on the
road after afew rounds of Pepsi and sugar.

It's almost a MacGuyver kind of thing. Take
the elementsat hand and throw them into some-
thing you can use for agood time.

Likeakinder, gentler version of “ Jackass.”

What'swrong with alittle good, clean fun if
nobody gets hurt?

Or not getting caught.

I’ve had a couple of those episodes. It is, of
course, classified information to protect thein-
nocent.

Thethingis, if you're going to do something
stupid, it'sbest torealize that thereisno onere-
sponsiblefor the consequencesbut yoursel f and
if you get hurt, you better be ready to suck it up
and get yourself taken care of .

Accountability is the biggest thing. If I'm
riding my mountainbikeand | do something stu-
pidandget hurt, should| suethepersonwhobuilt

Here are

What’shappening in Ken’sWorld? Whether
it be the winter doldrums, banalities of the po-
litical arenaor just plainlaziness, I'm having a
hard time finding motivation or inspiration to
share my observations. However, I’ll try com-
ingupwithafew perceptionsfor youall to pon-
der.

How many remember back in the early ‘60s
and all thepromisesthat if wecouldjust get the
price of wheat down to $1.25 from the $2.50
level, wewould enjoy prosperity? |’ m not sure
who prospered; | sure didn’t. Wheat was $2.50
when| planted my wheat cropand $1.10when |
harvestedit. Did it work for you?Welearned to
produce more per acre and that kept usin busi-
ness, barely. Then the “Russian Trade” thing
camealong and the prices came up. Embargoes
followed to keep domestic pricesinline.

Thenalittlelater weheardthat themarket was
thereif wewouldjust producemore. Weplanted
fencerowtorow. Afew prospered quitewell for
ashort period and thenwehad suchaglut onthe
market that the pricescollapsed and wecouldn’t
raise enough bushelsto pay therent.

Every now andthen someonegetsontheband-
wagon and goeson an evangelistic campaignto
enlistthefarmerssupportfor “freemarkets;” get
thegovernment out of agriculture; we' |l takeon
the world producers and beat them al. One of
our farm organizations promoted holding ac-
tionstotry competingwiththegraingiants. The
cry went out that thisactionwasimmoral andun-
ethical.

Hmm. | guess most folks have forgotten Jo-
seph, that young man whose brothers sold him
into slavery. Joseph had hischanceafew years
later. It seemshehad instituted ahol ding action
in Egypt and held surplusgrain. It worked! His
brothers came along and were willing to pay
whatever the price was to get some grain. I'm
not sureif our holding actionshad held fast un-
til the buyers came begging that we' d have had

Tisha Cox

® Off The
Beaten Path

thetrail or the parking lot where I’ mriding?

| don’t think so. Why should | blame some-
body elsefor my stupidity or lack of skill?

Starting small is the key and then working
your way up to bigger things.

It salsoimportant toremember that it takesa
little bit of imagination.

Also, if inspiration hits, gowithit. Younever
know what might happenif youjust gowiththe
flow.

Nomatter what happens, it should beamemo-
rable experience. Or at least something that'l|
build solidarity with your friends.

Sometimessuchactionsresultinareally good
story to tell or onethat you' Il keep to yourself
therest of your life. Thekind that whenyoulook
at your friendsthey look back and it'sashared
moment that nobody will ever find out about.

Now, that could be the case — one of those
thingsyoudon’twant your parentsto hear about,
or the neighbors, or your kids. It could be em-
barrassing or aninstant whereyou actually de-
cidedtogooutonalimb (literally).

Either way, it' [l beamoment of personal glory
or infamy for all involved.

Another key is to remember that “stupid,”

besides meaning lacking intelligence, also
means“irrational.”

Youdon't haveto do somethinginsanely stu-
pid. It canbesomething assmall asputting Nerd
candy inyour Pepsi and drinkingit.

So see, things don’t have to be elaborate or
bone-breaking.

Yes, it does sound disgusting but there are
somethingsout therel find despicable, likeliver
and onions, so thingsdo even out.

Doing something at homeisan option, aslong
asyoudon’t burndownthehouseor causeprop-
erty or persona damage and most importantly,
don’t doanythingillegal.

Stupid doesn’t haveto meanillegal. It can be
irreverent and naughty without breaking thelaw.

Even asmall act of defiance, aslong as you
think it'sdefiant and daring for yourself can be
asexhilarating ashopingthebreaksonyour bike
don't give out on that big hill or the copsdon’t
stopyoufor havingthestereo up almosttoolouc
and you' re going under the speed limit or dar-
ing your parentsto catch you when you’ ve got
that wall paper on the computer you know your
momwill hate. It'sall just amatter of personal
choice.

So isthe decision to do something “ stupid.”

Thechoicestill isup totheindividual.

Soif you' rebored, want totry something stu-
pid and feel up to accepting the possible conse-
guences, go ahead.

Dareto be stupid.

Tisha Coxisa general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

some things to ponder

Ken
Poland

® Ken’s
World

the compassion that compelled Joseph to share
with his hungry brethren at reasonable prices.
Well ...thatlittleforay intoancient historyisn’t
going to solve today’s problems. So, let’s get
back to thereality of today’ssituation.

Thetruthis; we should eventually learn that
ideology and promisesjust don’t cut it. Reality
hasto be reckoned with sooner or later.

Reality?What isreality?|sthereadifference
between reality and ideology?

| deology sayswecanincreasemilitary spend-
ing by 7- or 8-percent, expend 10 percent more
for domestic security, fund afew “pork barrel
projects,” pay for alittlemilitary excursionthat
has already cost billions of dollarsand balance
the federal budget with whopping big tax cuts
and tax refunds.

Reality says, “Whoiskidding whom?’ Four
yearsagowehad abal anced budget andwewere
even reducing the federal debt. Today we are
accumulating record deficits and listening to
promisesthat tomorrow we' Il cut thosedeficits
inhalf. Reality should tell usthat even cutting
thedeficitsinhalf (which!’ Il believewhen| see
it, if thepresent administration staysin) will still
be like trying to stay in business with $1.10
pricesand $2.50 costs.Asl recall, my land taxes
doubled that year, in the early ‘ 60s, and the ail
company canceledtheir lease. | don’trecall that
any of theproductioninputscamedowninprice.
Nationally, weincreaseour spending andreduce
our taxes.All theideol ogy intheworld, not even

faith in God, is going to make those scenarios
work.

Speaking of faith in God, maybe we need to
consider somereality andideol ogy onthat sub-
ject.

Ideology says we can put God back in the
classroomsby posting the Ten Commandments
andre-instituting general assembly prayer. Oh~
Who says God left the classroom? Who says
man can “ put” God anywhere?

Reality tellsmethat God never left the class-
rooms. .. unless. . .thosekidsand teachersthat
claim to be Christians expelled him from their
heartsat theschool door. Most all Christianfaith
groupsmaintain or contend that thetruebeliev-
ershave Christintheir hearts. I’ vea wayshbeen
under theimpressionthat most all Christianfaith
groups say that God iswhere Christis. My in-
terpretation of the scriptures tells me that if
Christisin my heart hewill never leave me.

Now, if I'mintheclassroomthen Christ must
surely betheretoo. Accordingtomy Bible, Ro-
mans 8:38-39 tells me there ain’t nuthin can
separatemefromGod. Goreaditand seeif your
Bibledoesn't say that, too. Now, let metell you
that “nothing” includes the ACLU, Liberal
Courts, BleedingHeart Democratsand eventhe
Compassionate Conservative Republicans.

| deology of the Republican Party isthat they
arefiscally conservativeand theDemocratsare
irresponsible tax and spend maniacs.

Reality isthat the Reagan yearsand Bush |1
years(both Republicans) have beenthewildest
administrations ever at spending beyond their
means.

My goodness, I'll have to hold any more of
my inspirations and motivations to share them
for another day. | don’'t want to overload your
capacity to ponder.

Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and frequent
contributor tothispage. rewinc@cheerful .conr



