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lce and show
result In six
area accidents

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Freezingdrizzleandalight snow-
fall early Sunday was the cause of
at least six accidentsin and around
Thomas County, sending nine
peopletoeither theOakley or Colby
hospital s, but nonewithlife-threat-
eninginjuries.

Four of the six accidents were
handled by the Thomas County
Sheriff’s office with the other two
by the Kansas Highway Patrol.

The first reported, said Mike
Baughn, Thomas County undersh-
eriff, occurred when a17-year-old
lost control of his pickup after hit-
ting an icy patch of road just after
midnight on Sunday. Quentin Bear
of Brewster was traveling northon
County Road 2 when his 1990
Chevrolet pickup slid into aditch
and then theembankment. Baughn
said there was damage to the ve-
hicle, but Bear was uninjured.

No sooner had deputies worked
the first accident, a second report
wascaledinat 1:45a.m., thistime
involving 1997 Jeep utility vehicle
owned by JacqulynBoultinghouse,
47, of Selden.

Baughn said Boultinghousewas
traveling west on US 24 when icy
conditions caused her vehicle to
slide off the road and roll once.
Boultinghouse was taken by Tho-
mas County ambulanceto Citizens
Medical Center where she was
treated for minor injuries and re-
leased.

The next accident occurred at
3:30 am., again on US 24 west-
bound when Mark Golter, 20, of
Colby lost control of his1991 Ford
Explorer after the vehicle went off
the road and into a ditch causing
damagetothecar, but notthedriver,
Baughn said.

In the fourth incident, also on
Sunday morning at 9:05, a 1993
Ford Explorer driven by Timothy
Wilson, 30, of Winona, apparently
took acurveon County RoadA onto
County Road 11, or about 15 miles
south of Levant, andslidtothewest
shoulder of the road, rolling the
vehicle, whichlandedonitswheels.

Cold night

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy, cold,
lows +5. Northwest winds 10
mph. Tuesday...Partly cloudy.
Clear. Highs upper 30s. West
winds 10-15 mph. Tuesday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
the upper teens. West winds 10-
15 mph. Wednesday...Partly
Cloudy. Highsin the upper 40s.
West winds 5-15 mph.

Thenumbers

Sunday’s high, 32

Low thismorning, 11

Recordsfor Jan. 26, 74in 1920
and-20in 1950

Year ago today, 33 and 11

Month’s precipitation, 0.07

Month’ssnowfall, 1.5inch

2003 precipitation to date,
trace

Soil temperature, 35

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail -
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

Wilson, along with two other pas-
sengers, KarlaWilson, 37, andAric
Grob, 14, aso of Winona, werein-
jured and transported by the Tho-
mas County ambulanceto Citizens
Medical CenterinColby. Condition
reports on all three were unavail-
abletoday.

Inall fourincidents, Baughnsaid
the report showed everyone was
wearing seatbelts.

Atapproximately thesametimes
as the accidents in the county, the
Kansas Highway Patrol reported
two one-vehicle accidents early
Sunday morning as well — both
involving injuries and both occur-
ring about one hour apart.

Inthefirst accident at 2:15a.m.,
a1990 Chevrolet drivenby Miguel
Chacon, 21, of Juarez, Mexico, lost
control while traveling eastbound
on Interstate 70 about four miles
west of Oakley. Officials said the
accident wascaused by theicy con-
ditions which caused the car to
overturn and come to rest in the
south ditch facing northwest. The
driver, alongwith oneother passen-
ger in the car, Victor Morales, 25,
also of Juarez, was injured. Both
were taken by ambulance to the
Logan County Hospital in Oakley
for treatment.

AlsoonlInterstate 70 about seven
mileswest of Oakley, a1994 Ford
driven by Kathleen Carman, 51, of
Oakley lost control ontheice. The
accident wasreported at 3:30 am.
on Sunday when Carman driving
eastbound on |1-70 lost control and
rolled her car into the south ditch.
She, along with two other passen-
gerswereinjured and taken by am-
bulanceto L ogan County Hospital.
The other two were David Bolon-
skie, 51, and JoshuaJ. Carman, 14,
both from Oakley.

Inthosetwo accidents, patrol of -
ficialsreported everyonewaswear-
ing seatbelts.

Asfor accidents within the city,
Gary Shull, Colby Policeinvestiga-
tor, said there were none, attribut-
ing part of the reason to conditions
probably not being asslick asother
thoroughfaresin the county.

Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Red
CrossChapter hashad asuccess-
ful drive for volunteers to take
out the county’s emergency re-
sponse vehicle during national
disasters.

Fiveof thevolunteersreceived
emergency response vehicle
training Saturday at the Thomas
County Office Complex.

Kenneth Gatlin, Duane Che-
ney and David Evert of Colby
and Frank Powers and Paul
Woodall of Goveparticipatedin
the session.

JmandMolly Oliver of Colby
conducted thetraining.

Jim said other volunteers,
Amanda Schmidt, Ken Frahm,
Vern Hazlett, Taylor Miller and
Vic Van Camp were unable to
attend.

When thetrainingisfinished,
therewill be 12 new emergency
response vehicle volunteers.

TheOlivershavebeentheonly
two volunteers in 12 counties
who are trained and willing to
assist with national disasters.

The two last went out to provide
support to clean up teamsand resi-
dents pushed out of their homesin
thewakeof Hurricanel sabel in Sep-
tember.

Thetwo Red CrossDisaster Ser-
vices Human Resource volunteers
drove the emergency response ve-
hicletoBaltimore. Md. tohelp out.
They were there about two weeks,
the standard length of time volun-
teersareusually gone.

Without more volunteers, the
county wasin danger of having the
vehicletransferredtoanother chap-
ter.

“They’ redoingtheactual practi-
cal, hands-on part of the test,”
Molly said, whichinvolveddriving
and parkingthevehicleand getting
arundownonall of theprotocol sfor
serving food and other necessities
out of thetruck.

Shesaid thevolunteershavehad
totakeseveral classesand hadtogo
toNebraskafor sometraining. Ken
Frahmisfinishing hisclasseswith
the Topeka chapter.

Molly saidit’sanexampleof how
theRed Crosswill coordinateto get
peopletrained.

Thevolunteershavetakenaclass
onmasscareandal sohavereceived
their certification in first aid and
CPR.

“We hope that more people will
come out,” she said. “They won't
haveto go asmuch.”

Molly saidevenif peopleonly go
tohelpwith onedisaster ayear, the
feeling of satisfaction they receive
andknowingthey’ vemadeadiffer-
ence makesit all worthit.

TheOliverswereal so happy two
volunteershavecomefromoutside
the Thomas County area. Molly
said it's the first time anyone out-
side the county has become a na-
tional volunteer. Volunteers from
Brewster and the surrounding area
arealso part of the mix now.

“It's not just a Thomas County/
Colby access,” shesaid. “It’snorth-
west Kansas.” Thefive volunteers
receiving training Saturday said
they signed up becausethey saw the
need for volunteers.

David Evert, who is on the Red
Crosshoard, said hewantedtogive
something back to the community.
“It sounded like a good idea,” he
said.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press
Thomas County Red Cross Disaster Services Human Resources - emergency response vehicle with prospective volunteers Ken-
volunteer Molly Oliver went over procedures for the county’s neth Gatlin of Colby and Paul Woodall and Frank Powers of Gove.

Red Cross finds many new volunteers

By TISHA COX

Powers and Woodall of Gove
volunteered because of the need
as well as wanting to represent
their county with the Red Cross.

Powers said he's retired and
helps his wife deliver meals to
seniorsfrom Quinter to Gove so
he already has some experience
with what he'll be doing asadi-
saster servicesvolunteer.

Woodall, apastor, just wanted
to help out.

Cheney said heheard about the
Red Cross emergency response
vehicle during a presentation at
Rotary recently.

He volunteered because he
wanted to help keep the vehicle
in Colby because of its impor-
tance to the area and Thomas
County.

Gatlin, a member of Thomas
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vices, also wanted to keep the
vehiclein the county. “1t looked
liketherewasaneedanditlooked
likefun,” hesaid.

Molly said morevolunteersfor
any Red Cross area are always
welcome. For information, call
462-7161.

‘It'sa dream come true,’ says Colby’s new postmaster

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Colby Post Officehasanew
postmaster.

And it's someone familiar to
many Colby residents. Kenton
Krehbiel takes over the post offi-
cially onFeb. 7. He' scurrently the
Goodland postmaster.

“| started at the Colby officein
October 1975 to June of 1997,” he

said, which was when hewas ap- Wasmy dream and goal,” he said.  Colby in 1973 and bought and ran

pointed post-
master in
Goodland.
Krehbiel said
he'shappy to be
coming back to
Colby but he'll
miss the people
in Goodland.
“1t  always

K. Krehbiel

“I"vefulfilled that right now.”

Colbyisthemail processing cen-
ter for the 677 area.

All mail that begins with that
number first comesto Col by, where
it's processed and sent back out to
itsrespective areas.

Krehbiel said it coversthe nine
countiesin northwest Kansas.

Heand hiswife Sheilamovedto

Murphy’s Cafe for about a year.
They soldthecafeandthenhewent
towork at Boogaartsgrocery store..

InApril 1975, hedecided totake
the postal service test and passed
and was put on the roster until a
position came open.

He spent 28 years in the postal
service.

Hiswife, is a customer service

representative at Sunflower Bank
and they have two daughters anc
one grandson.

Krehbiel isalsoactiveinthecom-
munity asthechairman of theCol by
Community Collegeboard of trust-
ees and a member of Thomas
County/Colby Kiwanis Club.

He said there will be an officia
installation ceremony at the Col by
location and at alater date.

Freezing rain responsible for fatal crash near Hays

TOPEKA (AP) — Freezing
drizzle, sleet and snow fell Sunday
across parts of Kansas, coating
roadswithiceand canceling church
servicesand other events.

TheKansasHighway Patrol said
theicy conditions played arolein
several accidents, including afatal
crash on U.S. 183 near Hays that
killed a Colorado man. The patrol

= Briefly

Girl Scouts to begin selling cookies
TheColby Girl Scoutsstarted taking ordersfor cookieslast

week, said Shannon K oon, serviceunit manager. Theannual

cookiedrivewill continue through Friday, Feb. 6, she said,

saidAlanL. Carnill, 42, of Aurora,
Colo., died when the car hewasin
went out of control onanicy bridge
on Kansas 183 early Sunday.
IntheKansasCity area, about 30
vehicleswerestranded briefly over-
night Sunday onanice-coveredIn-
terstate 70 bridge that spans the
Kansas-Missouri stateline.
Trafficresumed moving afterice

and many of thefavoriteswill beavailable, alongwithanew

type of cookie thisyear. No money will be collected until
delivery, which will be announced at alater date. Incasea
scout misses someone, Koon encouragesthemto call her at
(785) 460-6662 prior to the deadline.

Senior center holding elections
The Senior Progress Center will have el ection of officers
at 12:30 p.m. Tuesday. Four board member positions will

trucks treated the bridge. Several
fender-benders contributed to the
traffic snarl, said Steve Hoskins, a
supervisor in the Kansas City 911
center.

A patrol dispatcher said there
wereahandful of reportsof vehicles
dliding off thesideof theroad or into
barrier walls on the Kansas Turn-
pike.

befilled. Thoserunning areDoraHopson, WillieEngel hardt,
Rick Tremblay, Emma Rogers, Merle Wolf and Maxine
Jones. This meeting is open to the public and will be con-
ducted by Kansas L egal Servicesof Hays. For information,
call 460-2901.

College auditions start tonight
Thedramadepartment at Colby Community Collegewill
conduct auditions for the spring play tonight and Tuesday
from 7-9 p.m. in the Frahm Theatre located in the Cultural
Arts Center on campus. Auditions are open to students and
the community. The spring productionwill beafull-length,
nonmusical play. Performancedatesfor theproductionare
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 22-24. Rehearsal swill

The storm moved into the state
about midnight Saturday, bringing
freezingraintonortheast and north-
central Kansas. Rain fell across
much of the rest of the state, said
Matt Wolters, ameteorol ogist with
the National Weather Service.

Wolters said there were isol ated
reportsof downed limbsand power
linesin northeast Kansas.

462-3984, ext. 300.

Dozens of churches from Law-
rence to the Kansas City areatold
members to avoid the slick roads
and stay home.

And in Manhattan, concerns
about theweather prompted K ansas
State University to postpone M on-
day’sscheduled Landon L ectureby
Senate Democratic leader Tom
Daschle of South Dakota.

begin Sunday, Feb. 22. For questions, call Deb Bickner at

Colby schools plan auction

Colby Public Schoolswill beholding asurplusaction at the

Dennen Football field in the southeast corner starting at 1
p.m., Friday, said Kirk Nielsen, superintendent. A public
viewing at noon on Friday isalso planned. Item at the auc-
tion range from cabinets, chairs, desks and doors to scrap
metal, trash cans, fans and more. All itemsare“asis’ and
payment will be due the day of the sale, Nielsen said.For &
completelist of itemsthat will be auctioned, call 460-500C
or stop by the administration building, |ocated on the corner
of Third and Grant Streets..
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