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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE MOUSE MAY
OFFER THESE PARTING WORDS TO A PIECE OF
WOOD: “NICE GNAWING YOU!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals B
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN CHUBBY

CHECKER WENT TO BARS, DO YOU THINK HE
ORDERED HIS DRINKS WITH A TWIST?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals §
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The bidding:
South West North East
1 & 2 & * Dble Pass
Pass 2 v 2 & 3 v
4 & 4 @ 4 & Pass
5 & Dble
* strong takeout
Opening lead — king of hearts.

South Stages
an Extravaganza

How should declarer play thishand in five dia-
mondsdoubled? Of course, he cannot seethe East-
West cards; hisonly real clueslieinthebiddinganc
the opening lead.

A great deal of informationisavailablefrom the
bidding.

First, declarer should assume that West has no
diamondsfor histwo-diamond bid and subsequent
strong bidding. For the same reason, West should
also be credited with virtually every missing high
card, since his direct cuebid showed a powerful
hand. Sowhileitistruethat South cannot actually
see the defenders’ hands, he can neverthel ess ap-
proximate their holdings, and all he hasto doisto
try to take advantage of thisknowledge.

Declarer’sfirst key moveisto duck the king of
hearts! Thisisanimportant part of theoverall plan
of play. Let’s say West |eads another heart. South
winsand leadstheking of clubs! Thisplay islike-
wisecrucial to declarer’splan.

West takesthe ace and can do no better than lead
the king of spades. Declarer winswith the ace anc
trumpsaspade. From then on, he hasclear sailing.
South trumps his 9-8-3 of clubsin dummy, re-en-
tering hishand each timeby ruffing aspade, and s
finisheswith 11 tricks. Theearly heart duck and the
seemingly extravagant play of theclubking at trick
two pavetheway for asuccessful crossruff.

Observethatif Southtakesthekingof heartswith
the ace at trick one, he can be defeated. West can
sooner or later put East on lead with aheart to re-
turn a trump and ruin the crossruff. Similarly, if
declarer leads a club lower than the king at trick
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whentheking failedto appear, South continued his
long-range plan by ruffing the nine of hearts and

cashing theK-Q of clubs.
South then made hisbid for fame and fortune by

exiting with atrump. West won with the king but,
having been shorn of spades, heartsand clubs, had
toreturnadiamond fromtheking, thereby handing
Souththecontract. Thehand representsaprimeex-

ampleof planningtheplay. Havingnotedat trick one

that hismain chance of makingtheslamwastofind
West withthesingleton or doubl etonkingof trumps,

South sought and found away to add to that chance
by setting the stage for apotential endplay against
West if he had the guarded king of spades.

When the main chance failed, the secondary

chancecameto South’ srescueat theend. Southwas

lucky to find West with the king of diamonds and
only threehearts, but thisisthekind of luck that can

cometo adeclarer’'said when helayshisplansfar

enough ahead.
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“ ran out of pleases, but I'll be getting
more in next week.”




