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Journey to Mars
IN our best interest

On toMars!

It'sabout time.

Theexploration of space hasmoved hardly at all inthethreeand
ahalf decades since Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon.

Now President Bush saysit’stimeto push forward, to talk about
amanned missionto Mars.

Yes, it'll cost billions.

Yes, the budget isalready inthered.

And, yes, we' ve got to go.

Why, somewill ask?

Asmuch as anything, to advance the cause of knowledge.

Researchto advancethespaceprogram brought uscal culatorsand
digital devicesof al sorts, mini-computersand el ectronic cameras,
all manner of advanceswhich make everyday life so much richer.

Thesecreated wholenew industriesin manufacturing and services
which help drive the world economy.

Theknowledgenecessary to get to themoon brought advancesin
medicine, engineering, psychology and business. The money may
have been spent to boost afew men to that nearby neighbor, but it
bought alot morethan ashort vacation for afew guys.

Big projects often pay big dividends.

Sofar, there’'snogold or treasureto show frommoon expl oration,
of course. No diamonds, not secret formulas, no oil or energy.

But the benefits of going, the knowledge obtained along theway,
those make the effort worthwhile.

Andif manisgoingtopressonintospace, it’ || havetobetheUnited
Statesthat |eadstheway. Wearethe only power withthewealthand
manpower to mount thiseffort.

Wecan, and should, includetherest of theworldinour plans. The
daysof thespaceracearelong gone. Thereisno oneleft to compete
with.

Sowhy not join handswith our friends, tap the brain power of the
world’sleading thinkers and mount one human effort for space ex-
ploration.

There'snodoubtwe' Il beabletoreachMars, stoppingfirsttobuild
abase on our moon. Thegoal isattainable, if difficult.

Beyond that?

Who knows? The only thing that’s certainisthat we'll go.

That'sthe central truth. Humans are explorers. We always have
pushed theenvel opeof knowledge, sailing off intotheuncharted sea,
pushing into theinterior wilderness, studying the unknown stars.

To stay earthbound would be to deny our heritage.

Wecan't.

We haveto explore.

The effort will be rewarded with knowledge and riches beyond
belief.

And now we aretaking the next logical step.

OntoMars!

Steve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.
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Holy DOES YoUR CLIENT
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IT WASN'T His
FAULT, YouR HoNoR...
THE PLAINTIFF
TRIED To SERVE

HIM CARBOHYDRAF:s !

Billboards just aren’t outside things

BILLBOARDS. You see them all over the
|landscape. Variousshapesandsizes.Andcolors.
Too many billboards, unfortunately, carry mes-
sagesthat aretoo wordy. Thosewho lease these
outdoor advertisingvenuesshould keepinmind
that thosewho read them areracing along at 70-
75 miles per hour and see them for only a split
second or two. If you can’t say what you want to
say in acouple of words, then you' ve defeated
your purpose. I’ veseenbillboardswithtypesize
way too small and unlessyou stopped to read it
youwouldn't havetheslightestideawhat it says.
| veseen hillboardspromoting variouscommu-
nities that practically tell the entire history of
those places. And the names of those towns are
often lost in the message. Fewer words grab at-
tention. And that isthe purpose of billboards.

THERE’ Sanother kindof * billboard’ that uti-
lizes the same approach, but allows for a few
morewords, andillustrations. These* billboards
are seen in newspapers, magazinesand thelike.
We call them advertising. And they appear in
your Colby Free Press. Unlike highway bill-
boards, ours are seen for long periods of time.
They are read while people aren’t in motion.
Seated. Relaxed. They areattractively designed
to catch your eye. Not overly wordy, mind you,
but containing enough words to engage you in
the message. And illustrations seal the deal.
People are known to remove some of the ‘bill-
boards’ out of the paper to takewith them when
they shop. So, next timeyou are settling in with
your Free Press, take special notice of our *bill-
boards,’” courtesy thebusinessmen and business-
womendoingtheir level bestto provideyouwith
thegoodsand servicesyou expect. Tell 'emyou
saw their ‘billboard’ in the Free Press.

| THINK President Bushisright ontargetwith

Tom Dreiling
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his plan to put people on Mars. After all, our
moon landing of many years ago proved that
cheeseplayed no partinitsmakeup. Andif the
Marstripissuccessful, wewill know for sureif
theseventhlargest planetisreally agiant candy
bar.

A FRIEND said the other day, “Boy, I'll be
glad when those people in New Hampshire fi-
nally vote. I’'msotired of all thispoliticsstuff.”

Got news for him. That’s the first primary
election in more primaries than you can count
And, even before New Hampshire voted Tues-
day, the candidates in the Demaocratic race for
theWhiteHouse, werealready fanning outto at
least half dozen other statesthat have primaries
next week. Andthat’sjust thetip of theiceberg.

Thiswill go on and on and on until Nov, 2
when we finally decide whether to keep Presi-
dent Bush or movesomeoneel seintotheWhite
House.

And it's not just on the national scene that
political buzz will be the order of the day, but
onthestateand local level, too.

Thisisan election year and there’sno place
tohide. They — thecandidates— will findyou,
andif they don't they have thousands of volun-
teerswhosejob isto shake every bush and turn
every stonein search of apotential voter.

Lastweek itwasthel owacaucuses. Thisweek

it'stheNew Hampshireprimary. Next week it’
amulti-state primary.

But look at it thisway: when you sit down tc
Thanksgiving dinner 2004 you'll have some
thing el se to be thankful for.

THIShasto rank as history’sworst typo:

A new, young monk arrivesat themonastery
Heisassigned to hel p the other monksin copy-
ing the old canons and laws of the church by
hand. Hesoon noticesthat all of thebrothersare
copying from copies; not from the original
manuscript. So, thenew monk goesto the abbo
to question this, pointing out that if someone
madeevenasmall errorinthefirst copy, itwoulc
never be picked up. Infact, that error would be
continued in all of the subsequent copies.

Theabbot says, “ Wehavebeen copying fron
the copies for centuries, but you make a gooc
point, my son.” So, he goesdown into the dark
cavesunderneaththemonastery wheretheorigi-
nal manuscript is held as archivesin alockec
vault that hasn’t been opened for hundreds of
years. Hours go by and nobody seesthe old ab-
bot. The young monk gets worried and goes
downstairsto look for him.

He finds the old abbot banging his heac
againstthewall,andwailing, “ Weforgotthe' R!’
Weforgotthe*R!"” Hisforehead isbruised anc
bloody and heiscrying uncontrollably.

Theyoung monk asksthe old abbot, “What's
wrong, father?’ With a choking voice, the olc
abbot replies, “ Theword is celebrate!”

HAVE agood evening!

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com, (785) 462-3963 or fax (785
462-7749.

Never quit learning

Someof my readersknow I’ mback incollege.
Although| got asubstantiveeducationinBible,
my diploma is not an accredited degree and
doesn’'t open some doors.

| looked into someBibleprogramsat various
universities, but most were private schoolsand
cost alot more than a preacher could ever pay
off. Theprogramsthat interested mewould have
alsorequiredamovetoTexas, Arkansasor even
farther east and, having grown up not far from
here, | really didn’t want to move again.

Instead, | decided to start at Colby and go on
to Fort Hays State. | really didn’t know what |
wantedtodo, sol took acoupleof classeswhich
interested meto start.

After American History and American Gov-
ernment, | decided to work on adegreein his-
tory.

Therewasasmall glitch, however. Inorder to
get any degree, one must take some required
classes and that includes Algebra. Math was
never my strong suit and, though | have agood
grade so far, thework istough.

Hard work is one of the keysto any success.
Intelligenceand educationarefineandwill open
many doors, but without awork ethic, they will
not takeyou asfar assomeonewith lesseduca-
tionorintelligencethatiswillingtoputforththe
extraeffort required to excel.

Part of hard work istaking advantages of op-
portunities. Right now, our local collegeis of-
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feringatuitiongrant which paysalargeportion
of the costs of an education. You don’t haveto
be a full-time student, either. Six hours are al
they requirefor thegrant soadultswithfull-time
jobs and other responsibilities can take advan-
tage aswell as high school graduates.

Taking advantage of opportunity also means
being willing to take responsibility. In school,
it may mean doing extrawork or spending ex-
tratime being tutored in areas where there are
deficiencies.

Inbusiness, it may mean |earning moreabout
thosethingsinwhich oneisnot asinterested or
proficient. A contractor may begreat at hiscraft,
but understanding business principles, which
don’t seem to have anything to do with how to
build a house, will go along way toward mak-
ing hiswork more efficient and profitable.

Keepinguponcurrent eventsal sotakessome
hard work, but itisworth it aswell.

Thereismuch moreto stayinginformed than

listening to the local gossip at the coffee shop.

If onewantsto stay informed, he or she must
take the time to read or attend some meetings.
Thereare many groupseveninacommunity as
small as ourswho make decisionswhich affect
all of us.

For onething, thosedecisionsaffect our taxes
and that hitsmost of uswherewelive. | renteg
my home for most of my life. Infact, | bought
my firsthomelatelast year. | usedtothink since
| rented | didn’t pay taxes. | thought that until
someone asked meif my landlord paid taxes.

Oneof theother contributorstothispagetold
me he couldn’t understand anyone who didn’t
read at least thelocal paper. | had to agree.

By theway, | also read his column regularly
becausewedo not alwaysagreeand because he
takesthetimetoinformhimself whenhewrites.

The point to that isnot to read only that with
whichyouagree. It'samazingwhat | learnfrom
thosewithwhom | disagree.

Also, take the timeto read abook. Good lit-
erature, fiction included, expandsthe mind.

Finally, read the Bible. Patrick Henry said,
“TheBibleisworth all other bookswhich have
ever been printed.”

| would haveto agree.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.
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