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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I'VE HEARD TALES OF
A VERY BIG STONE IMAGE OF A BOXER IN
EGYPT, NAMED LEON SPHINX.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals C

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS -« WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th « 785-462-3963

Therecomesatimeto stop waiting
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | sympathize
with “Waiting in Wisconsin,”
whose boyfriend promised her
anengagementringthreeyears
ago. Sixmonthsago, | brokeup
with my boyfriend. We had
livedtogether for four yearsand
everyone assumed we would
marry.

| needed to takethe next step
in our relationship. We dis-
cussedit, and hetold mehewas
not ready and might not be for
several moreyears— if then. |
agonized about it for several
months.

Then one day, | envisioned
myself fiveyearsdowntheroad
in the same situation — to-
gether but noclosertomarriage.
| broke down and cried.

It was then that | finally ac-
cepted what | already knew in
my heart. If hewasn’t ready in
fiveyears, hemight never be. |
moved out.

Upon reflection, | think part
of thereason | needed thecom-
mitment wasthat | wasn't sure
of hisloveforme. | alsobelieve
that hewasn’t ready to get mar-
ried because he wasn’t con-
vincedthat our relationshipwas
the best for him.

Your adviceto“Waiting” was
absolutely right. She should
move on and waste no more
time. | amnow inarelationship
that is more satisfying than |
ever thought possible. Leaving
that previous relationship was
the hardest thing | ever had to
do, but the best decision I’'ve
ever madebecausel listenedto
my heart.

THING, SANTA CLARA,
CALIF.

DEAR D.T.R.T.: Making
the decision to moveon isn’t
easy. Sometimesadmittingto
our selvesthat what we want
may not be what the good
Lord hasplanned for uscan
bepainful. However,themost
preciouscommodity wehave
istime.l’mpleasedyoudidn’t
wasteany morethan you did.

Read on:

DEAR ABBY: For three
years, theman | thought would
be the father of my children
talked about marriage. He
would call me and say, “ Start
planningthewedding,” and!’d
be overjoyed. Then he'd say,
“We'll doit after ( ).” (Hehad
amillion excuses.)

The last straw was when he
served in Irag. We were rocky
before he left. | stood by him
and cried and waited for himto
return home. The day he left
Iraq, he called to say hehad al-
ready asked hisbestfriendtobe
our best man, and we' d be en-
gaged before his discharge
fromtheArmy - intwomonths
time.

WEell, hegot back. Hegot his
discharge and moved to Texas
—andstill noring. | decided!’d

my ring finger, he got another
one.
| have never been happier.
Please tell “Waiting” that the
sooner sheletsthisloser go, the
sooner she'll find areal man.
—NOMOREDRAMA

DEAR NO MORE DRA-
MA: They say a gesture is
worth a thousand words.
Read on:

DEARABBY: That woman
should not wait another day to
move on! My girlfriend was
with her childhood sweetheart
for 15 years. Each year, he
wouldraisetheincomelevel he
felt he needed before getting
married. In the process, he di-
minished her self-esteemtothe
point that shefelt noonewould
want her.

She finally had enough and
threw him out.

Withintwoweeks, hehad an-
other “sweetie” sleeping over,
and six monthslater hemarrieo
thegirl.

— LIFE'STOO SHORT

DEARL.T.S.: Howsadthat
it took your friend solongto
realize she had made a bad
investment. However, she
shouldlook onthebright side.
If they were still together,
she'd still bewaiting.

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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Opening lead — king of diamonds.

“His head is kinda small 'cause
we got tired.”

Walk IntoMy Parlor ... Crossword

Hereisacasewhereashrewddefenderlaid ACROSS
aclevertrapfor declarer and turnedwhat ap-
peared to beacertainlossinto atidy gain.

West, the hero of the tale, began by lead-
ingthekingof diamondsagainst four hearts.
Next camealow diamondto East’sace, fol -
lowed by another diamond, ruffed by de-

clarer.

South now crossed to dummy withaclub,
ledthe heart jack and, after East played|ow,
finessed. Thiswaswhen West made amost
insdiousplay. Heallowedthejack towinthe

trick!

Declarer swallowed thebait— hook, line

and sinker.

Convinced that East had the queen, and
certain he was about to make the contract
withanovertrick, Southled dummy’ sten of
hearts and repeated the finesse.

West pounced on the ten with the queen
and played a fourth round of diamonds.
South ruffed with the king of trumps and
cashed theace, hoping tofind thetwo miss-

ing heartsevenly divided.

But when East showed out, declarer, out
of trumps, had to go down two, losing a

trump and adiamond to West.

Note that if West wins dummy’s jack of
hearts at trick five, declarer makesthe con-
tract easily, sinceadiamond continuationcan

beruffed in dummy.

Note also that if South does not take the
second trump finesse but cashes hisA-K of
hearts instead, he maintains control of the

hand.

West would then havethe high trump, but
declarer plays clubs until West ruffs, after
which South scorestherest of thetricks.

West’s ingenuity notwithstanding, in the
final analysisit was South’s greed for an
overtrick that led to hisdownfall. Heshould
have followed rule No. 1: Making the con-
tractisawaysthefirst priority.
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