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Conservatives express surprise as Bush boosts Medicare costs

By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con-
servativesexpressedlittlesurprise,
andanger inprivate, asadministra-
tion officials said President Bush
now estimates the new Medicare
overhaul law will cost athird more
than projected when Congress
passed the legislation last year.

The president’sbudget, to bere-
leased Monday, will also project a
federal deficit thisyear of about
$520 billion, congressional aides
said. That would far exceed this
year’s$375hillion, thehighest ever
indollar terms.

Thebudgetwill estimatetheprice
of retooling Medicare and adding
prescription drug benefits at $534
billion over the decade ending
2013, officials said. The figures,
first revealed Thursday by congres-
sional aides speaking on condition
of anonymity, were confirmed by
administration officials.

While hunting for the votesthey
needed to nudge the bill through,
Bushandadministrationofficialsas
well astop congressional Republi-
cans told wavering conservatives
they believedthebill’scostswould
track the nonpartisan Congres-

sional Budget Office’ s$395billion
estimate.

Bush signed the Medicare bill
Dec. 8, givinghimalegisativevic-
tory that heintendsto promotedur-
ing hisre-election campaign.

“It points again to the No. 1
agenda item that needs to be ad-
dressed by Congress,” Rep. Jeb
Hensarling, R-Texas, said of the
new figures. “\We' ve got to protect
the family budget from the federal
budget.”

Hensarling was among several
conservatives who voted for the
measure after being told by Bush
and House Speaker DennisHastert,
R-111., that the costs should follow
the CBO projections.

Other conservatives said pri-
vately they were owed an explana-
tionastowhy theWhiteHousedid
not provide them with the figures
before they voted. Administration
officialssaid the new cost estimate
was not ready until now.

“Very messy,” said Joe Antos, a
health policy expert at the conser-
vative American Enterprise Insti-
tute, describingthereactionamong
conservative lawmakers.

Hesaid many of themfelt “brow
beaten” into backingthelegidlation,

The president made a commitment
to seniors and he kept it, and part of that
was providing prescription drug coverage.
The presidentis committed to making sure
cost controls continue in Medicare.”

Trent Duffy
White House spokesman

which passedtheHousein Novem-
ber by five votes after leaders held
theroll call opennearly threehours
while nailing down support.
Thenewfigures, thefirsttimethe
White House has released projec-
tions of the Medicare bill’s costs,
could deepen arift between the
WhiteHouseand conservativesal-
ready upset over spending and bud-
get deficitson Bush’swatch.
White House spokesman Trent
Duffy and other administration of -
ficials said the estimating differ-
ence with the Congressional Bud-
get Officewasunderstandableand
relatively close, considering the
millionsof beneficiaries, hundreds
of billionsof dollarsandtimeperiod

involved.

“The president made a commit-
ment to seniors and he kept it, and
part of that wasproviding prescrip-
tion drug coverage,” Duffy said.
“The president is committed to
making surecost controlscontinue
inMedicare.”

Bush included a 10-year, $400
billionestimatefor hisbroadly writ-
ten plan for overhauling Medicare
inhisbudget |ast February.

Democratssaidthenew estimate
meant abonusfor drug companies
and managed health careorgani za-
tions, which have joined the ranks
of their favorite election-year tar-
gets.

“Another $140 billion squan-

dered on fly-by-night HMOs and
astronomical drugindustry profits.
It'saproud day for theBushadmin-
istration,” said Rep. Sherrod Brown
of Ohio, top Democrat ontheHouse
Energy and Commerce’s health
subcommittee.

Nearly everyone expects the
Medicare bill to get increasingly
costly in coming years asthe huge
baby boom generation retires and
medical expenses grow. Douglas
Holtz-Eakin, director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office, hassaid
the measure’s costs in its second
decade could exceed $1.5 trillion.

Administration officials said
they couldnotinitially explainpre-
cisely why theprojectionsdiffered.
But Antossaid it was probably due
to estimating differences over the
number of people expected to use
federally subsidized health plans
and health care tax breaks the hill
creates.

Meanwhile, the administration
rel eased some positive news about
their forthcoming budget, including
proposalsfor:

—$45 million — afourfold in-
crease— for cleaning up the Great
L akes.

—An$18millionincrease—to

House clutter may disguise problems that run deeper

DEARABBY: My husband has
beenworking out of thecountry for
almost ayear. Sincehe’ sheengone,
| have turned into a housekeeping
slob.

| have ademanding job where |
pick up the slack for missing per-
sonnel. | amoneof afew musicians
at church on Sundays. In addition,
I’m struggling with achronic back
problem. I’'m overwhelmed.

Cleaning the house has taken a
back seat toall theother things| do,
and now itisfull of clutter. It'sout
of control.

Most of thetimel feel likel don’t
care. How can | get out of this
slump?

| feel guilty when | watch my
neighbors taking care of their

homes. Please help me get going.
—NOT MOTIVATED

DEARNOT: Hasit occurredto
you that you might be depressed
by your husband’slongabsence?
Thefirstthingtodoisschedulean
appointment with your physician
for a complete check-up and a
frank talk.

Oncethat’sdone, ask afriend
or twoif they’ll help youwiththe
houseover aweekend. Treat them
todinner and amovieafterward.

Of cour sg, for thesameamount
of money, you could probably
hiresomeonetohelp you, but en-
listing the help of friendswould
be more fun. And from my per-
spective, contact with friendsis
what you need right now. Good
luck.

DEARABBY: Thereis a hus-
band and wife in our church who
drive everyone crazy. Welivein a
small rural area and most of our
congregation are simple, modest
folk.

These peoplelivein aneighbor-
ing town in avery pretentious, af-
fluent neighborhood.

They drive an expensive SUV
and are extravagant in everything
they do. Their children misbehave
often, andthewholefamily actslike
they’ re better than everyone else.
They areall spoiled, lackingindis-
cipline, and seem to have behavior
or emotional problems.

Despitetheir bravado, they don't
realize that everybody can see
through them.

Maybeif you remind theseindi-
viduals that God can see them,
whether they are in church or not,
they’Il know they aren’t fooling
anyone.

— MISERABLE METHOD-
ISTIN NEW Y ORK

DEAR MISERABLE METH-
ODIST: God can see you, too.
And hehasasked metorelay this
message: “ Happy are they who
tend to their own gardens and
wastenot their timecomplaining
about their neighbors' shortcom-
ings.”

DEARABBY: For threeyearsin
highschool, | wassexually harassed
by aboy I'll call “Tim.” When he
graduated, | thought my troubles
were over. They're not. Dueto a
disability, | will not be going away
tocollege. Timisnot goingaway for
the same reason. We will both be
attending the samecommunity col-
lege.

| have contacted the head of se-
curity at the college and will be
speaking to him soon.

How dol keep Timfrom destroy-
ing my dignity like he did in high
school ?| am terrified of him.

Abigail
Van Buren

® Dear
Abby

— FEARFUL IN OHIO

DEARFEARFUL: Firstof all,
let’s hope this young man has
matured past thepoint wherehe
would harassyou. Neither of you
arechildren anymore.

You aredoingtherightthingto
takeyour concer nstothehead of
security.

Ifthat failstoresolvetheprob-
lem, document any and all inci-
dents and promptly report the
harassment tothepolicedepart-
ment.

DEARABBY: My 17-year-old
son, “George,” hasalearning dis-
ability. | have to fight the school
system to keep teachers from de-
stroying his self-esteem.

However, an even bigger prob-
lem is that my mother and my
sister’sboyfriend, “ Tony,” say cruel
thingsto George.

Mother givesGeorgeahardtime
becausehewon'ttry toread. | con-
stantly tell her that hestruggleshard
to read, but doesn’t comprehend
what he's reading — and it may
never get better.

Tony ridicules my son because
he'salittle overweight. How can |
give George healthy self-esteem if
otherstear it down?

| also have a problem with the
way Mother and Tony treat my 13-
year-old daughter, “Allison.”

Allisonisatomboy who doesn’t
like to wear dresses. She prefers
baggy clothes.

Sheisagood kid. She’snot into
drugs, alcohol or sex. Mother be-
rates her for not looking “like a
lady,” and Tony callsher alesbian.

| hate to keep my children from
seeing my mother or my sister, but
it has reached the point where nei-
ther Georgenor Allisonwantsany-
thing to do with them.

How should | handle these so-
called“loved ones’ without starting
amajor war?

— MOM OF WONDERFUL
CHILDREN IN INDIANA

FARMERS...Don’t let the short water
situation drive away your profits.
Take advantage of a positive market
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Triumph and reliable contracts from Sigco!

Now Offering $18/$12 Contracts

on Triumph 700CLS+ & 707CLS
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DEARMOM: Asaparent,itis
your job toprotect your children
andtoact astheir advocate. I fyou
haven’t doneso, tell your mother
and your sister’s boyfriend that
their name-callingisdestructive
and you want it stopped immedi-
ately.

Ifthey refuse, distanceyour self
andthechildrenfromtheir pain-
ful and abusive influence. Re-
member, your fir st obligationisto
your children—not your mother,
and certainly not Tony.

DEARABBY: I'm married to a

manwholimitshissocial lifetoour
relativesand me.

That makes it very difficult for
metoenjoy my own pursuits. When
| want to go out, | haveto give my
husband agood reason andtell him
every detail.

I invitehimtomoviesanddinners
out, but he's never interested. | try
not to keep secrets from him, but
I’ ve reached the point where | feel
likerebelling against his control.

It's wonderful that he loves to
spendtimewithme, but| believeall
couplesrequiresomeoutsideinter-
ests and friends to maintain a bal-

anced life. We' ve been together
four years and were married last
summer.
I's there any way to overcome
theseissues?
— MARRIED

DEARMARRIED: Yes.Mari-
tal counseling for both of you —
before he smothers you com-
pletely.

$122.5 million — for the National
Endowment for theArts.

—$60 millionfor acattleidenti-
fication system and other mad cow-
related programs, up from $13 mil-
lionthisyear.

FARMERS

Areyou looking at changing
your Natural GasWell over
to Diesel? If you are, we at
Co-Ag have adeal for youl!
We can help you out with
your Tank needs. Co-Ag
has received a semi load of
1000 Gallon Skid Tanks.
Wewill be happy to sdll you
one outright or lease them
to you. Just give Gary,
Randy, Rick, Dennis or
Dave a call. We will be
happy to come by and talk
to you or come by and see
us at the locations.

WEe'll even deliver!
Gary 785-675-3516,
Dennis 785-673-9731,
Randy 785-855-2256,
Dave 785-443-2111 or
Rick 785-824-3359

CO-AG

Saturday, February 14th, 9-12
Featuring DJ - Tucker Stover
Come check out
our new menu! [
Enjoy FREE AY TS
Horsd' oeuvres on Thursday -
nights from 5:30 - 6:30

Colby Country Club

N. Country Club Drive s Colby, KS
785-462-6443

AN

-Sweetheart Special

2, Steak & Shrimp Dinner...$14
.~ Complementary Champagne
with your meal.

Ogallala Aquifer Symposium
Monday, February 23, 2004

Wray High School Auditorium - Wray, CO
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Water Conservation — Saving Water Today for Tomorrow
Topics:
Water Supply Update
Republican River Litigation
Water Legislation Update
Water Conservation Programs
Water Savings — Ag Producer Panel
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Register with Golden Plains Cooperative Extension by
February 2™ at $15/person or $25/two
(Late fee of $10 following this date)

Phone 970-345-2287 or Fax 970-345-2288
E-mail — washingt@coop.ext.colostate.edu

Event Sponsors:
Arickaree Ground Water Mgmt. District, Bank of Colorado of Yuma,
Colorado Division of Water Resources, Colorado Natural Resource
Conservation, E-Z Irrigation, First National Bank of Kirk, First
Pioneer National Bank of Holyoke and Wray, Haxtun Conservation
District, Interstate Irrigation Inc.,
Premier Farm Credit, Tri-State
Generation & Transmission
Association, Inc., Wray State Bank,
Yuma County Conservation District,
and Y-W Electric Association, Inc.
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Maurice Haas (785)821-1620

Low Prices +
Low Rates =

Low Low Payments

*$1,000 Down Cash or Trade *Sales Tax Not Included *W.A.C.
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2003 Pontiac Sunfireswhitestilt, cruiseeCD=17K miles

Only $16976

per month
2002 Buick Centuryessilveregray clothepower seate35 K miles

Only $13713

per month
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2002 Chevrolet CavalierssilvereautoeCD*11K miles

Only $1985

per month

only $15249

per month

Only $:|.9855

per month
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2003 Olds Alero-whitesV-6, autosCD=16K miles

i - Only $15249

per month

2001 Olds AleroeredsautosCD*25K miles
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2001 Pontiac Gr Ame2 dooreblue SEespoilersCD36K miles

-d-‘.'*-l'“@ only $19878
n..‘ per month

2000 Pontiac Gr Prix SE-whitesV-6<all powere31K miles

only #1429

per month
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1996 Chevrolet AstroeLTejade greenelocally owned=74Kmiles

FINLEY MOTORS, INC.

Highway 27 Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701
www.finleymotorsinc.com




