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Monday’s
Salute

VtoK enton K rehbiel — Colby’snew postmaster-in-wait-
ing.

VtotheThomas County Red Cross Chapter — your plea

for emergency response vehiclevolunteers paid off. Thevol-
unteersare K enneth Gatlin, Duane Cheney, David Evert,
Frank Powers, Paul Woodall, Amanda Schmidt, Ken
Frahm, Vern Hazlett, Taylor Miller and Vic Van Camp.

Vto SueEvans— Regional Prevention Center director, and
your crew, for securing “My Stuff” bags for kidsin need in
Thomas County fromtheDr. L auraSchlessinger Foundation.

VtoRay Repshire, Winona— continued successwithyour
eyesurgery. (Details, page4, Jan. 29issue Colby Free Press.)

Vto Willie Engelhardt, Rick Tremblay, Dora Hopson,

Emma Rogers — newest members of the Senior Progress

Center board. And thanksto M erleWolf, M axineJonesand
Glenn Hammefor your many years of service.

Vto4th Grader sat Colby Elementary—for contributing

to the Colby Free PressMerchants Happy Birthday Kansas

“Community Page.”

Vto Jesse Cooper, Hoxie— recipient of the Fred A. Tupper
Airport Scholarship.

Vto CurtisDuncan — of Goodland and formerly of Colby,

onyour windfall. Curtiswon $25,000 by simply investing $5

inaKansas|ottery ticket.

Vto the eagletalon staff — on another super issue.
Eagletalon isthe student newspaper at Colby high Schaool

Vtothe Eagle Dance Team — you’ re good. Very good!

Thisweekly saluteis compiled by TD, the Free Press pub-
lisher. Questions, commentsand informationabout submitting
anameor namescan bedirected to himat td@nwkansas.com,
fax (785) 462-7749 or call (785) 462-3963.
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T DONT KNOW ABOUT ATHLETES
WHo TAKE STERCIDS... BUT T'M
DEFINITELY oPPoSED To PRESIDENTS
WHO TAKE HALLUCINOGENS,

Some peopl e watch soap operas.

| read comic books.

Now that I’'m older, I've cometo therealiza-
tion that the comic books| used to read have be-
come more like soapsthan | remember.

| still manageto read somecomicbooks, when
| can find them in the literary wasteland that is
western Kansas.

I’'m mainly interested in the Marvel Comics
“X” titles.

| grew upwatching“ Superfriends,” whichhad
all of DC Comics' heavy hitters, Superman,
Batman and Robin, Wonderwoman, Flash and
Aquaman.

| also enjoyed “ Spider-Man” and “Fantastic
Four” when | could seethem.

When | was 13 or 14, | discovered “The Un-
canny X-Men.”

| started with issue#209 and went fromthere.

That one book got me hooked on Marvel’s
merry mutant mayhem.

I’d read comic books before that, mainly the
collected back issues of “Superman” at the li-
brary and other stuff, including“ TeenageM utant
NinjaTurtles” whenit could befound.

Now, suddenly, all of thethingsfrommy child-
hood and teen years are making acomeback.

It'sleft me scratching my head in wonder.

That'sniceandall, but justwhat am| supposed
tothink?It'snot likel can run out and buy all of
it.

Maybe someday.

But back to my point.

X-Men's undergone some serious changes
over theyears.

Andyes, itwasonly recently | realized it was
like reading a monthly soap opera. But I'm
hooked. | keep coming back.

OK, after yearsand yearsof whining, | finally
got my wishandthey killed off Cyclops, my least
favoritecharacter. Hesacrificed himself, bought
thefarm, al that.

Then, they brought back my all-timefavorite

X-ceptions to the rule

Tisha Cox

-

® Off The
Beaten Path

&

writer, Chris Claremont.

For abrief, shiningmoment, all wasrightwith
theworld. Thenthey axed Claremont from*“Un-
canny” and brought back Cyclops.

| guess Claremont’s writing “ X-treme X-
Men” now.

“X-Men” became“New X-Men.” | read that
oneand after catching up on what'sbeen going
on, I’'mimpressed.

Marvel alsore-launched* Wolverine” andit’s
darker and grittier now. | still haven’t made up
my mind yet.

Thenthere's“Ultimate X-Men.” It basically
took thewhol e concept of what thecomicisand
put it back at square one.

Small cast of characters and their struggles,
much liketheoriginal.

Except over thepast threeyears, it’slikesome
kind of twisted dejavu.

Over and over, things keep repeating.

Fight Magneto. Think Magneto’'sdead. Goon
about lives.

Buy book. Enjoy life without Magneto.

M agneto comes back. Quit buying book.

There's also the revisiting of the “Phoenix
Saga.”

Except Grant Morrison, the Scottish writer
whose run on New X-Men finishesupin afew
months, has managed to makefansgo WHAT?
with his take on the mutant universe. That,
coupledwiththeart of Mark Silvestri, hasfans,
including me, salivating to see how thingsturn
out.
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Now, anyone who reads “New X-Men” i
experiencing the double whammy of Magnetc
and thereturn of the Phoenix.

Rumor hasit somebody’sgoing to dieand a
thiswriting, they did. Morrison killed off Jear
Grey. | think thismakestwo or threetimesnow

And thankfully, despite my grumbling with
how it was done, Magneto isgonetoo. (If any-
one cares, Magneto killed Jean Grey. Wolver-
inewent berserk and beheaded Magneto.)

How many times can the writers kill some:
body off and then resurrect them?

| can count ononehandthenumber of X-Mer
characters who' ve stayed dead— Magick anc
Proteus. One character, Colossus, died bu
somehow he came back. Don’t ask me how.

Now, if that doesn’'t sound likeasoap, | don'’
know what does.

It'slike asoap in that it's the same cast anc
the charactershavemoreissuesthanaKornal-
bum.

Andthepeoplearebetter |ooking, have super-
powers and also don’t stay dead when they
should.

That’sjust in the pages of the books!

| haven't even touched what goes on in the
hallsof Marvel.

Rumor also hasit ChrisClaremont iscoming
back to “Uncanny X-Men.”
L et’sjust hopethistime he sticks around.

Another one swirling around making fans
despair istherumor that Joss\Whedon, the mar
wehavetothank for “ Buffy theVampireSlayer”
(boththemovieandthetel evisionseries), might
take over thewriting dutieson “New X-Men.”

A nicethought but the despair comesin ovel
thematter that it’sallegedly not for another year

| guess I'll just have to wait. But until then
there’'salwaysDays. . .

Tisha Cox isageneral assignment reporter;
photographer for the Free Press. Her columr
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

Got to keep yourselves informed

During RepresentativeMoran’srecentvisitto
Colby, | was told by some in attendance that |
was aprotectionist and did not understand eco-
nomics. Personally, | feel the Chicago School
of Economicsisflawedwithitspast and present
thinking. Wenow haveanew “elasticity” inthe
markets. Due to oligopolies and monopsonies
buyer and seller market power is created glo-
bally. The Kansas Cattlemen’s Association
strongly supportsthe USA cattleindustry. My
goal istoraiseawarenessto those not informed
about theindustry.

While attending the R-CALF USA (<http://
www.r-cal fusa.com/>www.r-cal fusa.com) con-
ventionin Denver last week, Kansaswasrepre-
sented by some very concerned producers. |
personally feel that more people need to get in-
volved by taking timeto participateinmeetings
that will makeadifferencein setting policies. If
we do not participate in the process, then Con-
gressand evensomelandgrant universitieswill
create these policies without our input. What
would it take to becomeinvolved in our indus-
try meetings?

The R-CALF Convention had participation
fromalargecrosssection of thecattleandfarm-
ingindustries, with 400+ membersrepresenting
24 states. Topics ranged from United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), World
TradeOrganization(WTO), FreeTradeAgenda
of the Americas (FTAA), Country of Origin
Labeling (COOL), National Animal I dentifica-
tion, North American Cattle Industry and trade
agreements both past and present. One of the
largest legal casesinthe country goingonright
now inMontgomery, Alabama, isthePickettvs.
IBP/Tyson case. David Dominais the legal
counsel for the plaintiffsin the case; however,
many producersdo not evenknow itisgoingon.
Thiscaseislisted asone of the largest casesin
the country. For further information onthecase
go to <http://www.cattlelawyers.com/

Mike
Schultz
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>Www.cattl elawyers.com.

A presentationat theR-CALFUSA Conven-
tion was titled “Rethinking U.S. Agriculture
Policy.” Itwasgivenby Dr. Daryll E. Ray of the
University of Tennessee (www.agpolicy.org).
Dr. Ray’ spresentation discussed exportsthat did
not deliver. Also speakingwasamember setting
onthelnternational TradePolicy and Implemen-
tation Board, Terry Stewart from Stewart &
Stewart Law FirminWashington, D.C. Stewart
gave producers a critical time line and raised
awarenessof what isactually going onintrade
agreement policies. Heinformed attendeesthat
our current policy of freetrade could goworld-
wide. He also noted that the past trade agree-
ments supported by legislators have traded our
protection away in order to get export markets.
The disadvantage to thisisthat in the next 5to
12 yearstherewill benotrade protection. This
will allow the USA to have Tariff Rate Quotas
or protectionsthat will limittheamount of prod-
ucts (grain, cattle, beef, etc.) entering US mar-
kets.

Countries wanting access to enter into the
World Trade Organziation is nearing 150. R-
CALF USA and Kansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion have fought to keep cattle as a perishable
and cyclical product. We are working to keep
our industry out of the agreements and protect
it. We also want to differentiate our USA cattle
industry. Many are describing it as a North
American cattleindustry.

Wehavenow seenwhat tradehascost uswith
importsof beef and cattlefrom Canada. Exports
are not benefiting producers; this became evi-
dent when Japan cut off trade with the Unitec
States. Weareback to pricesprior tothe USDA
report onthe Washington BSE (mad-cow) case
from Dec. 23, 2003. Remember, 10 percent of
our beef exports go to Japan. Thisfigure alone
should raise awareness of what isreally going
on. When congress passed the Chilean Trade
Agreement, the time frame agreed on by the
USA was to give up import tariffsin “ Seven”
years. Why is thisimportant? It serves as &
baselinefor all other tradeagreements. Canyou
see what happened? These “free trade” agree-
mentsarecoming and someonesold usout. You
cannot be alow cost producer in aglobal mar-
ket without lowering your standard of living at
the sametime.

If youdonothingyouwill havenothingor you
can chooseto becomeinvolved, participateanc
make a difference. Yes, we have al been mis-
led. We need helpif you arewanting to leave
legacy toyour childrenor your community. Only
you canmakethischoice. Dowecontinueto put
neighbor agai nst neighbor or dowehavehealthy
communitieswherewemight all reeval uateour
time, family, values and goal s?

In closing, thisis acomment that | recently
heard: “Why do peoplethink that thelocal and
state government should provide services,
roads, medical, education, etc. whenwedobusi-
ness abroad?’
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Mike Schultzisexecutivedirector of theKan-
sasCattlemen’sAssociation. Contact himat P.O.
Box 251, Brewster, Kan. 67732. Or call his of-
ficeat 877-694-2906, or fax Fax: 877-694-2992.
Visit the Web site at <http://
www.kansascattlemen.com/
>www.kansascattlemen.com, or e-mail:
cowsr us@st-tel.net> cowsr us@st-tel .net



